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Bringing it home 


By the time this magazine is published the result of this 
year’s RAC Rally will be well known. Who wins it is only 
of academic interest. What is of real interest is the reasons 
behind the success of such an event. 


Last year a claimed two million people watched the event 
over a five day period. This year, by all accounts, this figure 
has been exceeded. Reports from all round the route speak 
of cars parked for miles and miles around and thousands 
upon thousands of spectators. Being very frank, the RAC 
Rally probably attracts more spectators over a period of 
five days than circuit racing does in a whole season. In 
fact one circuit representative, who was seen spectating on 
the Rally, said that he hoped to be able to run a stage 
round the perimeter of his circuit next year as it would 
almost certainly be the biggest crowd attraction of the year. 

Just why is the event so popular? To watch anything at 
all you almost certainly have to walk for miles as very 
few of the spectator points are really accessible. Once there, 
you have to stand in all kinds of weather, rain, snow, frost, 
fog, the lot, for around three hours to see the whole field 
through. Facilities are virtually non-existent, yet thousands 
of people will happily go and stand in Wales in the middle 
of some bitterly cold night and watch rally cars come past. 
But will they come to any circuit race and do the same? 
No way. Even if the sun is shining, people will complain 
about the facilities or the catering. 


Motor racing gets comparatively big publicity, not only in 
the specialist press, but also from TV and newspapers, 
compared to the RAC Rally. No promotion is done at all 
on a nation wide scale, the national dailies appear not to 
ant to know about it until the last day, and television ha: 
shown but scant interest. Yet even without their help and 
encouragement it is, perhaps, the biggest crowd-drawing 
sporting event in the country. 


Without the sort of pre-event publicity that all major 
sporting events attract, the RAC Rally is still the bigges 
It is a spectacle; unlike circuit racing the spectators can 
spread themselves out, but be very close to the cars. They 
can feel part of the event. Spectators follow the event round 
like a giant circus. Not only can they get a good view a 
spectators but they can drive along the roads with the 
cars and on special stages can leap to the assistance of 
cars that break down or spin off. The great pull of rallying 
is that the competitors and drivers are on the same level, 
there is none of the Them and Us approach as there is in 
circuit racing, and that, it would appear, is what the 
spectator wants, to be able to be involved, not to feel that 
he is being dictated to on a lower level. Rallying as a whole 
attracts a lot of spectators. Why do factories from all over 
the world unanimously support rallies? The RAC brings 
it home as it covers so much of the country and gives 
everyone a chance to see part of a great event in a great 
sport. 
our cover picture 
The main challenge to the works Ford Escorts during the first two days 
of the RAC Rally came from the Sandro Munari/Mario Mannucci Lancta 
Strat Photo: David Winter 


1 


Pit and Paddock edited by Chris Witty 
McLaren undecided | McKechnie quits 


‘A prominent figure in the Philip with Stuck Evans’ win thts years’ Enso.  Sconolc state “ot the. countey, 
Morris Group inferred Asked whet pean F5000 Championship, Jchn aren't prepared iq advertise. for 
“a bono Mela =A, Thornburn, team manager of at least another two years.” 
Tesscormtarioore Meleten teas: \ ing. McLaren Alan McKechnie Racing. told us Thornburn ‘went on to say that 
Beranacadeed Gter ti kaow wh n Tuesday morning that the team Y'm sure you'll find a few other 
fica taialin stan oad would not be contesting next teams like us deciding it's not 


due to the 


sugze e Hal year's series. In fact, McKechni worth carrying on. It costs about 
When we spoke to McLaren's woulda’ nef Racing would not be continuing £58,000 to run a competitive 
Phil Kerr on Tuesday, he told them next _y at all'in racing due to a break: F5000 for a year and of that, you 
Gear ToUing had Ueen Gecided | get bolter f we'd | down in negotiations regarding se about £41,000. Alan's been 
and he wasn't aware of any an- like to help him,” added Kerr. | finance for next year in racing for 20 years now and 
nouncement. He did say. that | What about F5000 in the ‘As you know, we would like we all know he's quite a wealthy 
‘only Emerson Fittipaldi was con- now that Can-Am looks have run Keljo Rosberg but he man but there comes a time when 
wuidn’t find a sponsor. We also there's no. point spending your 
4 have & Grand Prix driver who's own money. 

ance boy te ready to drive for us next. year The series winning Lola T332 
but even @ household name like is up for sale, as is the rest of 

his couldn't influence our pro- the equipment 
Although it has been more production basis, cars for 
ess an’ open. sort for several Formula 3, Atiantic and 2. There 
weeks now, former joint managing will also’ be a facitity to under- 
director of Brabhams, Ron Taura- take any other project to. suit 
hac, has decided to get back into specific requirements (le, For 

the’ racing car manufacturin 5000). 

aS business, on his own, after two The new cars will be aimed at 
ia years of working on F5000 and the gap created by the with: 
Sroctedto ana at ead? "Well. we would Fl cars with Trojan, who have drawal of Brabham from the pro- 
and_no_replac jerested but ‘only if w: decided to pull out of the racing duction car field | where, in 
sponsor. Having achieved. that ar business. Prior to that. his Tauranac’s day, the Brabham wa 


Hulme had. been found as y 


Meciite ietven tetkees isthe alm. K would say it could well | services have been sought by used by virtually every privateer 

last two Grands, Prix, "Mass be _possibilit ‘ many -established teams, one of IM racing. 
Me eee Tum Mast wouldnt interfere with our cur- | them Being Frank Wiliams whom The ‘company's policy will be 
Mould nave upeemed the lcgical Tent USAC. programme and the | he worked closely with for several 0. supply fully competitive cars 
two of them. could run « races last for customers to race, with works 


there area lot. of talented 
drivers available to which Kerr "ide by side," concluded 
agreed, Regarding our inference We tried to conta 
of Hans Stuck joining the team, Mas: the subject but 
Kerr said our story last week was na taken his cu: 
“rather a wild guess” but did holiday after the receni 
admit that McLaren had spoken race 


developments being made a 
fable to the customer rather than 
reserved for the works team, ‘The 
car will be called the Ralt, @ name 
used by Tauranac for the first 
yi eiae. a cars he designed and produced 

s in his native Australia prior to 


F1 CA meet Tasman dates ae. eater oe 


Tauranac has formed a new 
company, Ron Tauranac Racing 
Lid, which will be. based at 
premises in Woking, Surrey. The 
Company wil! manufacture cn a 


has returned from two years in 
the USA” with Fred  Opert. to 
assist the organisation while 
agents have been already 
appointed in Sweden (UIf Svens- 
son) and Italy (Chuck McCarthy). 
The company will run a develop: 
ment FS car next. year for 
Australian ace Larry Perkins, the 
Cowangie Kid having had a’ dis: 


former Brabham Sales Manager, 
The Tasman series, which, as yet, 


does not look as though it will 


in London wre eee sees 


The FICA (Formula l Constructors followed by the New Zealand GP 

Association). ‘had sao. meetings wed by the New Zealand GP appointing year assisting with the 
fast week. in’ London, "one of jan 4a), Tesstonga, (Jan 836), Kimani project, He did infact 
them "to discuss the future of GA" pk ek ay'*Surters Pare Practise the car for the German 
the organisation while the other ise’ (reo. 9) Adelaide (Feb. 16) SS re 
fimas fo\enamine and decide the tnd, Sandown, Park (eb 23) qualify, Perkins” reappearance in 
beara of Focmsia lispecitcations (may eemcuwes Ferm (he 22, fe "him and. the 
which can be put forward t) the has previously been backed by Tauranac-designed Ralt « leading 
CSL” What had in fact been Air New Zealand, has not & sold haces! i+ 
discussed? ""I'think it would be {ts own sponsor atthe moment 


tactful for us to let the CSI Tha Culy: commiveed’ entry. fr 
know first before the press! Any- outside ihe home countries is a 
way, nothing major was proposed, Viceroy Parnelli Lola for Al wiss a i ion 
just little things,” said a spokes: Unser who wants to do the 
man on behalf of FICA. Series to get more road racing 
‘The earlier meeting on Wednes- experience before he campaigns | Not having held their national has been provisionally planned 
day failed to resolve the immi- the US series next season Grand Prit since 1038 when a for August 24 In 1978, 
nent problem of membership into @ Another American. who is | fatal accident at Berne curtailed 
the FICA. “All we ¢-d is argu thinking of running the Tasman | motor racing in Switzerland, the When we spoke to the Formula 
aid one mexber ‘kingly, wao is Jack McCormack who is at the | Swiss are still anxious to resur nstructers Association secre 
was present. “Nothing. was moment over in Australia try- | rect the event and after several Peter McIntosh about thi 
agreed and we'll meet again soon ing to negotiate a deal whereby | attempts to get_a non-champion- event, which was originally plan. 
to thrash it out once and for all _ he can run Sam Posey in one of | ship race staged at Hockenheim, ned to take place at Hockenheim 
hopefully.” + his Talons. Posey last took par neir nearest circuit, recent re- this year, he did admit “thar we 
‘One thing does look likely and in the Tacman series a couple of | ports suggest a possible venue have received a proposal but we 
that is the current system will years ago in a Nortis Indusiries | at the French circuit of Dijon haven't got to the talking stage 
be revised quite substantially, Surtees TS8B where a non-championship race as yet.” 
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UOP out—CanAm dead 


This week the SCCA announced 
that "the Canadian-American 
Challenge series for Gr 
7 sports cars is over, ‘That 
Is the latest news to come 
from” the States when the 
SCCA found they had received 
lo news of any serious competi 
tors) who wished 
in 4 1975 serces last 
then they would 
themselves to. officially kill of 
the series. which has been very 
much part cf American motor 
sport since its Inception back in 
1966, Del Owens of the SCCA 
anid that the decision whether 
carry on with the series next year 
depended on a statement from 
Mike Hillman, ‘team manager of 
the UOP Shadow team in. the 
States, Owens sald It would be 
expected at any time bur when 
we spake to Shadow"s European: 
based Fl manager Alan Rees on 
Monday evening, he remarked 
that he thought the final decision 
to “scrap it” had been taken 
lam; Thursday following a con- 
versation with team patron Don 
Nichols. 

‘The UOP Shadow team have 


poorly supported CanAm series, 
having a virtual walkover in 
every race and entertaining 
the crowds by racing among 
themselves. After several sea: 
sons of trying, Jackie Oliver at 
last succeeded. in winning the 
Series this year, the fi 

to do. so since John 
took the very first eight seasons 
ago. 

Nichols has been a staunch 
supporter of CanAm and. this 
is one reason why the Shadow 
name has been born and bred 
on G7 racing. Having achieved 
thelr aim. this year, i would 
seem little point in carrying on. 
especially as there has been no 


interest shown by any other 
teams to present some form of 
opposition 


Del Owens, speaking on behalf 
of the SCCA, sald that had a 


Series happened then -t would 
have consisted of the minimal six 
races. It is expected that some 


the circuit organisers will naw 
run two F5000 dates instead of 


one to cash In on the SCCA's 
finat decis.on to kill It once and 
for all 


Yardley’s farewell 


‘At @ reception in London early 
this” week, Yardley confirmed 
thelr “withdrawal from motor 
racing after a five-year involve 
ment. wo with BRM and three 
with’ MeLaren. The announce: 


“Yardley of London Ltd 
announce that they” will no 
longer be involved with Formula 
1 motor racing in 1975. The 


current sponsorship contract with 
McLaren Racing runs out on 
December 31 

“Yardiey have benefited from 
five years worthwhile publicity 
and ‘would like to take this 
Opportunity to. thank not only 
their sponsored teams but also 
Face organisers and motoring 
press for generous help and en: 
couragement. In fact, the deci 
sion to Withdraw at this stage 
ean be seon as an endorsement 
of what an association with 
motor racing can do for an active 
Sponsor, ‘There has been con- 
siderable modernising of | Yard. 
ley's image among the general 
Public, our trade customers and 
Suppliers and in the consumer 
press. Advertising and promo: 
tions based on the theme ‘of our 
motor racing sponsorship boosted 


sales of our men's tatletry pro- 
ducts and our staff levels 
throughout Europe have found. a 
new. link in thelr enthusiastic 
Involvement with the Yardley 

“We hope. that in exploiting 
our investment in the sport we 
have been able to return in some 
measure the benefits we have 
Bained by publicising motor rac- 
ing to a wider public and by 
pioneering ways "to. make the 
best use of this potentially. valu 
able mediven. 

“Everyone at Yardley who has 
been involved has been stimu: 
Jated by and enjoyed our period 
in the Fi scene and we would 
like to wish our racing. friends 
a successful season in 1975. 

Yardley first came into racing 
with 2 big splash in 1970 at the 
Race of Champions with BRM. 
During two seasons with them 
they had three Grand Prix vie 
tories at Spa with Rodrigues, 
Austria with Jo. Siffert and 
Monza with Peter Gethin. In 
1972 they moved to McLaren and 
in 1973 had three more GP. vic 
tories with Denny Hulme win. 
ning in Sweden and Peter Rev- 
son in Britain and Canada 


© Paul Thompson's parents 
would like to convey their sin. 
cere gratitude to everyone in the 
motor racing world for their con: 
dolences and tributes following 
the death of the’r son recent 
They would like to wish Murray 
Taylor of Motoring News a 
speedy recovery and are glad to 
hear he is now at home and on 
the mend. 


@ The excellent Goodyear racing 
Calendar is once again available. 
Tn a one-sazecerm ia format 
it has some of the highest quality 
colour motor racing shots to be 
found anywhere taken at 1974 
Grands Prix and Le Mans. 

For €1 it can be obtained from 
the Advertising Department, 
Goodyear Tyre and Rubber Co 
(GB) Ltd, " Bushbury, Wolver- 
hampton WV10 6DH. 
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Wilds tests F1 Surtees — 


Seen testing in one of John Sur- 
ees’ Grand. Prix. TSI6s at 
Goodwood last week was Mike 
Wilds. Also on hand to try the 
car was Henri Pescarolo while 
Jean-Pierre Beltolse and Jose 
Dethem just popped in en route 
to visit Tem’ Wheateroft and. t0 
View the Donington circuit 
Wilds, who is naturally very 
anxious to compete in Formula 1 
next season, has been gaining 
experience during the latter half 
f the year in the works Ensign, 
having made his first Grand Prix 
appearance in the Hesketh March 
which his team hired in an 
Unsuccessful attempt to qualify 
for this year's British Grand 
Prix. in. fa was only when 
he'd managed to conduct a 
Proper testing programme with 
Mo Nun's Ensign that Wilds got 
the car well onto ive gisde tat 
being the last race in America 
where the car performed quite 
well 


However, with Nunn going 
Duteh for next year. Wilds does 
net fit in with the former Team 
Lotus driver's plans and he is 
naturally looking elsewhere. The 
chance to test one of Big 
John’s cars was conducted over 
two days at a very blustery and 
damp Goodwood where recent 
gales had caused havoc. How- 


Mike Wilds—ambitious 


ever, Wilds managed to turn in 
encouraging times on. Friday, 
ending up a couple of seconds 
quicker than Pescarolo, The car 
being used featured repositioned 
radiators whle new rear sus: 
pension geometry was being 
tried 

‘When we spoke to Wilds 
earlier this week, he refused to be 
drawn to comment although he 
did say he liked the car, 


Clermont 
to lose 
French GP 


‘The venue of next year’s French 
Grand Prix is planned for the 
beautiful scenic circuit of Cler- 
mont-Ferrand but there Is some 
doubt as to whether the S-mile 
road circuit can come up to the 
CSI cireuit safety specificat’ons. 

A FICA spokesman said “1'l 
have to give you a 
answer. Clermont is listed and i 
is due to be inspected by a GP 
driver any time now. I know 
certainly they've been carrying 
out a lot of work there and the 
paddock is now completely tar- 
macked. However, you had better 

peak to Robert Langiced cf the 
GPDA (to sec what the drivers 

ink cf the place.” 

If Clermont does fail to come 
up to expectations, then the race 
looks like returning to the 2-mile 
semi-oval at Dijon. 

The last time the Grand Prix 
was held at Clermont in 1972, 
Chris Amon became the hero of 
the day in the works Fl Matra, 
Jackie Stewart recovered from his 
ulcer and avoided the notorious 
voleanic stones to win, Helmut 
Marko's racing career ended 
when ke was almost blinded by 
2 flying rock flicked up by Ronnie 
Peterson's March and nearly 
everyone else had punctures. It 
was certainly an eventful race. 


BARC back 
British F3 
title 


Good news for the F3 revival 
movement comes ibis week in 
the shape of an announcement 
thm the BARC will run a cham: 
pon: for ‘these cars in 
Beitasn In 1975, 

The BARC, who have always 
run F3 races right from the very 
Start of the category, with be 
running a 10 ¢o.12 mace cvamp: 
jonehip around Bricain, 

‘Comoceition secretary 
Wickham said: "We feel 
F3. must be si 
B-tain and int 
training ground for fucure Grand 
Prix drivers. We have a special 
imerest in the progress of these 
drivers from F3 up through F2 
a5 organisers of Britain's 
premier F2 race. We are going 
ahead with this championship 
with, or without, sponsorship.” 

The BARC are confident of a 
good number of entries for their 
Series and judging by reports 
from manufacturers they wil not 
be disappainted as tentative 
orders are very good, 

The ‘rounds of the BARC 
chamcicnship fave yet to be 
decided but it looks almost 
certain that the high'ight of the 
series will be @ race suppcrting 
the Eurczean F2_ champicaship 
meeting at Thruxton on Easter 
Monday, March 31. 


SUPERNOVA CARS LTD. 


OFFER FOR SALE 
these works maintained cars 


RACING TYRE 


NEW — SCRUBBED IN — PART WORN 
£15 — £40 each 


Our end of season Clearance Sale 
will be held on Saturday, November 
23rd, 10.00 a.m. to 3.00 p.m. 

At Goodyear Racing Division 
Tolpits Lane, Watford 
Sizes & compounds available for 


FORMULA - SALOON - CLUB - HOT ROD RACING 
HEIDIGGER ENGINES 


and F5000 project, near completion Terms cash only please 


FALLEND WORKS GOODYEAR INTERNATIONAL RACING DIVISION 
DAUX ROAD, BILLINGSHURST 


TEL: BILLINGSHURST 2767 


ROCHESTER MOTOR aa VAN DIEMEN INTERNATIONAL 
RACING SERVICES LTD. 


CLUBMANS WINTER CAR RACES Congratulate 
KENNY GRAY 


Ex John Morrison. 5 wins. Lap re 


heim, and others t00 nu 


Seven races only. Many good 
places. 


ALSO FOR SALE 


BRANDS HATCH For winning tne 1974 Scottish Championship 
‘ALSO ni tan a OND, 
NORMAN DICKSON 3AD 
Sunday, December 1st Twice comvincees reson ore aeeaorad tN tn louse 
Modsports, FF, F Libre, Saloons Moa sees 
ae "Somtact:. Ralph Firmin 
Von Biemen international Ltd 


Chalk Road, Snetterton, Norwich 


100 mph International Kart 
2 = Tel : Quidenham 270 


GRAND PRIX METALCRAFT LTD—ARTISTS IN ALUMINIUM 


We are the largest supplier of aluminum parts to 
the ‘cing car industry. as well as the ems 
Mlustrated” Wwe produce—aluminium es 
monocoque chassia (and repair service)—fuel and 
oll tanks to any shape and size—water header 
tanks—tuel collector pots—Nascar fuel churns— 
repkea parts for vintage cars—aluminium and 
magnesium castings welded—chrome, zinc, cad: 
mium plating—all types of welding and sheet metal 
work 


2-3 THANE WORKS, 0 
THANE VILLAS, 
LONDON WN7. j 
Seely rr oes Tel : 01-609 0384. — 
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Pit and Paddock 


Matra F1 plans: 
the plot thickens 


Following our story a ccuple of powerful French V12_ midw: 

Weeks ago about Matra carrying through the year 

Out sorts. development tests in The 

readiness fer a possible return t cerns fin 

Formula 1, activity has been rife withdrawal from motor sport. in 

both at Velizy. and» down France, it would be uneccnomic 

Ricard for Matea to carry cn with their 
Tests carried out vast and thoroughly expensive 


her burning gus 
ce. With ¢ 


have been 


using. the'r. existing MSI20D Sports car ‘programme in 1975 
chassis, which last raced at th Logically it ‘would appear sens 
end of 1972 in the hands of jess with them having cleaned 
Chris Amon, fitted with susren- yy for tes last two years. A 
sion from their current MS670C — Fo-mula ‘I prostamme sould & 


ment V1 y run and it wo 


sports car and a dev : 


engine. However, this does 1 larra amounts ef 
necessarily: mean the French 7s" ed" Cie ugines)'to be key 
in ore, rather than become 


American Grand Prix, 
inns were evid: 
return to PL 
A two. car 
ned for Jean-Pic 
and Jacques Laffite, the lacte~ in 
Preference to someone lke Jarier, 
Who Matra haa cme to reaard as 
too well established in Formula 1 
In Lalfite they had a driver wh 
was experienced, yet young 
enourh to be groomed. The choice 
f Heltoise was a mere formality 


¢ led to believe, 
be driving for 
Frenchman having been given hi 

poe FL break by Frank Willlams mid 
Jean-Luc Lagadere, the Matra 1 break by Frank Williams mid- 
boss from whom, it seems, the te rane and Eroving, 


erzario. Quite what is happen: 


decision will come. 


company will return to Grand In behind those office walls in 
Prix’ racing, Veligy is difficult to comorchend. 
Stories ‘concerning Matra and especially with the French postal 


their engines have been flying **rike, 
around for quite some time and, The second part of the French 
Predictably, no one has been pre: FL revival naturally concerns 

to commit themselves as to Gitanes, the cigarette company 
Whether they would like to use who have been’ sponsoring the 
them, or ean indesd afford them. sports car this year. Thele British 


Shadow have be=n leaders in this Amitted "the com: 
field, having already the services pany's intention to. move into 
of Matra sports car star Jean- Formula 1 ri=xt year, but whether 
Pierre Jarier, but, as can be seen it Is with an all French effert ts 


in an interview. with Mike not specifically clear. The British 
Pilbeam, the desiener of the PRM saokesman did say “we'll be in 
P201 (on page 22), even they very FI]. nex! year using a Matra 
nearly succzeded in chtaining the engine in another chassis. 


Henri Pescarolo in an FI Matra MS120 at Monaco in 1970. 
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Player’s : 
‘ “We stay’ , 


er quacned rumours 
ut of motor racag and Lotus. 
A spokesman said oa Tuesday 
are definitely carrying on 
wow Jean. Payer. Team. Letus, 
the Formi‘a Avan amp on: 
ip and, of the John 
Prayer Grand “4 
hings were a sicky 
duet urn ‘ncn 
mate and the amcunt cf 


money there is around, but we 
mall definitely cor nus for an. 
yer yoar. To what extent we 


sponsors'vio I don't kncw 
Lotus x0 witl be le 
anise vie Grand. Prix team 
“qais is Indeed good news a! 


there was a further scare lat 


week when Player's announced 


az ehoy would no longer be 
backing the Norton motercycle 
team but they will in fact con: 
Fnue to back motorcycle meet 


Canadian FA 
looking good 


The Canadian Player's Formula 
Atlantic series looks like becom: 
ing._as popular as the American 
F500 races next yar with a 
sudden influx” of teams and 
drivers who wish to take part 
American Lola importer Carl 
Hass, besides running his 5000 
Lola for Brian Redman next year, 
will run a pair cf works Lola 
T360s  for_ fill O'Cennor and 
probably Tom Klausler, who 
nished runner-up to Bill Brack 
in this_year's championship, 
Bill Scott, who has raced in 
American Super Vae races since 
their inception, Is stesping dewn 


to manage a thre: car team of 
Lctas which will be headed. by 
American FSV champicn 
Forbes-Rebinson, Another FSV 
ace, Richard Melville ks 
likely to drive one of the other 
Another three car team will be 
run by Doug  Shierson and 
American March importer Jo 
Grimaldi. Two of the drivers 


mentioned here are Chip Mead 
and former Canadian FF. eva 
pion David Loring, who will be 
well _known in Britain for his 
efforts in an FF Merlyn back in 
1972. As we've already _men- 
tioned, reigning champion Brack 
will be in a Chevron but with 
backing from STP and Valvoline 
and Bertil Roos, who will handle 


the Schweppes\ Ecurie Canada 
March, looks like having Ric 
Forest as his team ma 

Finally, we musn't forget 


Chevron importer Fred Opert who 
is bound to run at least two cars, 
one of them for FSV star Howdy 
Holmes. It all adds up to a very 
exciting series. 


Oulton Park 
club circuit 


Plans are being drawa up for a 
new shorter circuit at Oulton Park 
in Cheshire. Rex Foster, the cit- 
cuit mancger, admitted this on 
Tuesday when he said, “Yes we 
hava drawn up a new circuit and 
Thave got estimates for the work 
which have been presented to the 
board, .However, 1 don't know 
at wai stage we shall go ahead, 
it may be for next year or even 
in a couple of years. It Is very 
much in the planning stage at the 
If the plan does get the go- 
ahead, it will mean a new one and 
half mile track which, after fol 
lowing the current line round 
Old Hall and down the hill will 
g0 from Cascades across 10 the 
100 yard marker on the entrance 
Knickerorook where it. will 
rejoin the old circuit vin a falrly 


sharp right hand c 

Foster cominued: "We could 
not use the old Club circult ax 
it would require Armco. and 


considerable modification which 
would not be suitable for motor 
bikes. I think the plan we have 
will ‘provide excellent viewing 
and be acceptable for cars and 
bikes. If It does come to fruition 
Il car meetings will be held on 
It, I'm not certain what will 
happen to the old long. circult. 
We shall remove the armea which 
could probably be used to good 
effect at our other circuits, ‘and, 
if we do this, the long circult 
would become immediately more 
acceptable 40 the motor cycle 
riders.” 


European F3: 
support grows 


‘On of the excellent news 
thar the BARC will be running an 
F3 championship ‘in. Bi next 
ear, comes news tha: progress 
iy being made cn a Euireopean 
chomsionship for next year. The 
sponsors of the proposed 
champronship have been talking 
to. the organivers of all the 
European Grands Prix and have 
met with encouraging response 
The plan ts to have the rounds 
of the championship supporting 
ail the European Grands. Prix. 
So far all countries, with the 
exception of France, have ex- 
pressed great interest. France, of 
course, wants to have masses of 
Renault races to back up their 
Premier event. 


@ The McLaren M23 has joined 
the range of the superb Tamiya 
plastic kits just recently. These 
large scale models are authentic 
in every devail. They are avail- 
able for £5.99 (plus P&P) from 
‘Amey and Taylor, Sydenham, 
and are supplied ‘with either 
Fittipaldi or Hulme decals. 


For our successes in the 


GERMAN 
FORMULA FORD CHAMPIONSHIP 


greer racing 
Thanks 


BILL BRADLEY RACING, STUTTGART 


ROWLAND RACING ENGINES 
(1st and 3rd places) 


HAWKE RACING CARS 
RACING GEARBOX CENTRE 
ISE “ Fire-eater “ Extinguishers 


D-6204 Taunusstein 4, Schubertstrasse 5 
West Germany 


Janspeed Power! 
Get your 
Carburettor Kits, 
Exhaust Manifolds 
& suspension parts 


from JANSPFED 


Full competition 
preparation 
available for all 
cars and Datsuns 
in particular 


30p for complete catalogue. 
Janspeed Engineering Ltd 
Southampton Road, Salisbury, Wilts. 
Tel: (0722) 6955.6 


BRAND NEW FORMULA 
ATLANTIC 
OFFERED FOR HIRE 
FOR THE COMPLETE 
1975 SEASON 


We are running a two-car team for 1975, the second 
car is still available for hire. 


THE TEAM will be professionally organised, using a 
modern two-car transporter, top-class mechanics. 
every spare available, including spare engines 


Regular TEST DAYS. 


For further details ring 
| Mr Cook, Rotherham 873407, 


D.C. COOK GROUP LTD, 
High Street, Wath on Dear, nr Rotherham, Yorks. 


i ________ 


Attention 


FORMULA 3 DRIVERS! 


LINCOLN RACING SERVICES 
offer works support for the 
1975 season 
Phone STOW 250 (Lincs) 


for full details 


CYLINDER HEAD 
SPECIALISTS 


‘ee 


‘tv Jor mare dean a v8 ter show 
185 UXBRIDGE RD. HANWELL W7 3TH. Tel. 01-579 3202 
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March price reduction 


Having now pulled out of Grand 
Prix racing, March Engineering's 
joint managing director Max 
Mosley told us eariler this week 
that they were now in a position 
to. offer substantial reductions 
in the prices of thelr production 
cars for next year. Mosley 
explained that the company was 
now able to produce virtually 
ali taeir own components and 
thereby be virtually self support 
ing. 

Having proudly shown off their 
entire range of “customer cars 
last week, Mosley told us that 
even during our troubled econ: 
omic climate with infla 
causing countless problems, 
Maich would be able “to reduce 
the price of our monocoques by 
something ike 15%. There would 
be an even greater reduction in 
the cost of bodywork and we're 
even trying to bring down the 
e0st in our magnesium wheels 
as well,” 

Mosley also went on to talk 
about a new insurance scheme 
which March Engineering can 


offer customers, Foliowing a 
record season for shunts in FL 
and F2, Mosley quipped that 


“although we haven't had a major 
sponsor this year, we have in 
some respects.” He was referring 
to Lloyds insurance broker John 
Haines who has insured the works 


Max Mosley—business sense. 


cars all year 
‘Customers wil be able tc 
Insure their cars through March 
and need not worry about repal 
bills. “All they will have to do 
Is to bring their bent car back 
to the workshops and collect it a 
couple of days cater. Just like 
a garage cepair service. They 
wont have to worry about any: 
thing else,” concluded Mosley 

Finally, despite their planned 
departure from the Fl. scene, 
Mosley stated that "we'll still 
test an Fl car just to keep in 
touch.” 


Knockhill OK 


Following a visit recently by 
Basil Tye, RAC circuit inspector, 
things are looking up for Scot 
land's Knockhill circuit, Tye said 
after his visit “on the basis of 
the work done so far, it should be 
possible to grant a track licence 
for rallycross in. four. to six 


weeks. 

‘A Breat deal of work has been 
done in constructing wide run-off 
areas on either side of the track 
and many hundreds of yards of 
sheet steel barrier have been 
erected for competitor and spec 
tator safety 


Te ig hoped to open the circuit 
in January w:th the first of nine 
Rallycross mectings crganised by 
the Secttish Motor Clubs in con: 
junction with TEAC 


F3 Bassett 


Having shown a considerable (urn 
of speed in Alexis and Nike FF 
cars for the past couple of sea. 
Sons, centred mainly arcund 
Silverstone, the young,and prom: 
Ising Doug Bassett is moving up 
Into Formula 3 next year, Having 
Secured support from the FPA 
Construction Group who are 


based in Sheffield, Bassett has 
purchased one of the Marcos 
Moraes Team Brazil GRD 3745 


‘and will race it in the colours of 
FPA Pitchmastic Ltd of Notting. 
bam, a subsidiary of the main 
group. 
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New sponsor 
for Hopper 


The Pub Information Centre have 
announced that they will be sup- 
porting works Crossle driver 
Frank Hopper for the rest of the 
season. The Pub Information 
Service Is provided by St George's 
Taverns and gives information t 
pub goers on entertainment, food 
and facilities provided by pubs. 

Mid way through the season, 
they entered sponsorship of motor 

ing by supporting Rob Newall’s 
jamun in Formula Ford and have 
how included Hopper. Hopper was 
Townsend Thoresen champion last 
year, and this year drove a Royale 
for a few races before receiving 
a Crossle 25F on the same basis 
as Richard Morgan. He has 
Usually been one of the front 
runners of the Formula, and 
would almost certainly have been 
in the leading bunch at Thruxton. 
but a leaking oil seal prevented 
him from racing in the main FF 
race, although the problem was 
cured for the second race he had 
net qualified. He will carry the 
Pub Information sponsorship for 
the remaining races this year, and 
hopes to go into Formula Super 
Ford next year. 


© Strange duties department: 
Stirling Moss was the MC at 
the Jethro Tull pop concert at 
Finsbury Park last Friday night! 


1974 


Shadow’s new F1 
and F5000 plans 


With their brand new Formula 1 


three weeks away from 
on (it's due to make its 


car just 
complet 


debut in Paris on December 13), 
the UOP Shadow Grand Pri 
sam are looking forward 


carrying on with the promise that 
their team has shown at various 


stages this year. With the 
axing this week cf che CanAm 
championship in is current 


sperts car format, we asked 
Alan Rees whether there was now 
‘any. chance. of the. company 
Duliding a F500 chassis with 
which to carry thelr sponsors 
fame across America. “There is 
a possibility" said a cagey Rees 
Further than that, he wouldn't 
be drawn to comment. Rees did 
emphasise that the team would 
be “running with Ford engines 


although stories 
about that much, 
French connection. 


still persist 
Publicised 


The chances of Shadow running 
an American F5000. programme 
have to be taken seriously, cer 
tainly when one considers’ they 
have a ready made racing work 


shop_and crew sitting out in 
the States. They have" prepared 
their own Batre | CanAm 
Chevrolet engines and it will be 


remembered that they had 
planned to run a third works 5: 
Titre F5000 engined CanAm car 


at the cancelled Riverside race 
in preparation for the proposed 
1975 S-iitre racing/S-litre. stock: 


block regulations. 
on paper at teas 
halt way there 


it would seem, 
that they're 
ready. 


tz nearly gave his sponsors 
ting last Saturda 


in his brand new 


Wella, a debut win at their tele 


Formula Atlantic Lola. 


Wentz’ Wella Lola 


Puzzling a number cf pecple 


Theuxton on Saturday ‘was Ted 
Lola 7360, No one expec 
ted a driver to change his car at 
such a stage 


"We're not sure if well sell 
the March. We might keep ik for 
comparison tests and there's 
been @ lot of interest in tiring 
the car, 50 we might keap it for 


We fel < that if someone cemes. up 
longer compet ‘and sin with a lot of money, it’s his 
this was our (Wella's) meeting, The seam are currently based 
wanted to come up wika the at Maurice Gomm's workshop, 
exo an. but are looking for their own 
* and and came premises ve car was run 
. this year from. Brian Lew 
embarking on next year's p racing shop. Brian Mann, who 
gramme from now. We are get- has been looking after the cars 
fing lots of help from Lotas and fer the past four races, will be In 
it's @ super car, really incredible, charge next year 
© The Monoposto club ars hop- ) © Following the final Formula 
ing to revive Formula Junior in | Atlantic race at Thruxton last 
1976. So far they have tracked | Saturday, Alan Jones’ entrant 
down 20 people with suitable | Harry Stiller threw a party at his 


ears and interest in reviving the 
good old days. 

Regulations are being drawn 
up at the moment and tacit 
approval has been received from 


the RAC for the Formula to be 
run on an experimental basis 
next year. 


Bournemouth hezel_ which * was 
absclutely fabulous " according to 
one Atlantic driver, Apparently 
Sim Crawford and Saturday's race 
winner Stephen Choularton. per- 
formed their “streaking party 
piece during the extremely 
entertaining evening, 


Pit and Paddock 


Lella stars down under 


‘The Jolly Green Giant, Australian 
Max Stewart, hhas been continuing 
his domination of the Austratian 
Gold Star series down under 
Driving his F5000 Lola 230, 
Stewart has cleaned up the last 
two rounds winning % Sandown 
Park on November 3 and. :he 
Australian GP at Oran Park last 
weekend, 

‘The races also marked the 
appearance of tne italian girl 
driver Lella Lombardi in an ex 
works Matich ASI. Although sh: 
failed to finish last weekena 
Lella put up a remarkable dis: 
play a fortnight earlive where she 
finished a close third 

‘The race at Sandown had seen 
Stewart and Kevin artle’s 
Similar car share the front row 
ahead of Phil Moore's Elfin and 
Miss Lombardi, ine former's time 
being a little’ suspect. Stewart 
thundered off into a comtorvatle 
ead and was nev.r headed Bart 
Jett initially ran second but after 
succeeding in passing a baulh ng 
Moore, Lella closed on Bartlett 
aid after several attemp's, sic~ 
ceeded in passing the Lola and 


NeAppenteseRne pie 


nearly won 


pulled away. However, ill luck 
Struck the Kalan heroine when 
the Match begen to run out of 
petrol almost within sight of the 

i and Bartlett gratefully re- 
dressed the shuation to finish a 
couple of securds in front uf her 
fand 15s behind Stewart. How- 
ever, Lella did share fastest lap 
with he winner Stewart. Fourth 
and a lap down was Moore, hav 
ne succeeded itv eliminating 
Graeme Lawrence's Lola when 
fhe former’ Tasman champion 
come up from a lowly rid pi sh 
tion’ to. challenge him. "Jon 
Davison brought the other Matich 
ASI home filth 

‘The Australian GP saw Bartlett 
tead most of the way in his Lola 
T332 when, ironically. he ran cut 
of petrol with a inere 10 laps to 
g0. This enabled Stewart to coast 
home to yet another Gold Star 
victory, his fifth on the trot 
Second. was John McCirmach’s 
Leyland-engined Elfin ahead of 
Lawrence, Davison and Ph 
Moore (Eifi). Lella Lombardi 
reired after 47 laps with no cil 
pressure in her Matich. 


last weekend's Australian GP in 


ran out of petrol. A similar fate befell 


lady Lella Lombardi (below) who, 


nan earlier race, ted Bartlett 


her Matich ASI also ran short of juice. 


Alpine F1 engine ? 


With Matra taking the limelight 
as to whether they will return 
to Formula 1, sources in France 
have spoken of an interesting 
technical exercise taking place at 


the Alpine-Renault factory in 
Dieppe. 
Alpine have been expressing 


thelr desire of late to return to 
FI, albeit properly this time, and 
we gather they have been carry 
ing out some tests on their 


current 2-litre V6 engine. By 
adding a further 3 cylinders and 
turning the engine into a broad 
arrow, of W-shape, they have 
Produced a W9 cylinder configu: 
ration which, accerding 10 one 
Formula 1 entrant we spoke to 
earlier this week, “is feasible 
although 1 would’ have thought 
they'd have difficulty balancing 
it.” Provisional plans are to run 
the engine in a Tyrrell chassis for 
Jean-Pierre Jabouille. 


Racing Car Show plans 


January 1, 1975, sees the open- 
ing of ‘another International 
Racing Car Show at Olympia in 
West’ London. Subtitled Speed- 
show "75, it is being sponsored 
by Radio Luxembourg and will 
run from January 1 to 11. 

Once again this bi-annual 
show promises to be even bigger 
and better than the previous one. 
So far joint organisers the 
BRSCC and SMMT have .at- 
tracted 110 exhibitors. 

The central stand will feature 
the world championship winning 
McLaren anda wide range of 
championship winning cars from 
all branches of motor sport. Also 
the sport divisions of Ford, Brit 
ish Leyland, Chrysler, Vauxhall 
Opel and Reanult will be exhibi 
ting. 

‘Other stands will range from 
most of the off-the-shelf racing 
car constructors, through special 


interest road cars, buggies, 
specialist tuning firms, sporting 
accessories, motor clubs, books, 
‘magazines, T-shirts and posters. 


‘The sponsors, Radio Luxem- 
bourg, will have a stand high: 
lighting their involvement ‘in all 
forms of the sport as well as a 
full scale radio. studio, 
‘Speedshow "75 will be open 
from 10 am_to 8.30 pm every 
day except Sunday, January 5, 
when it will open from noon until 
7 pm. Admission on the opening 
day will be €1.10 and on all 
other days 55p for adults and 
35p for children 
‘A special travel_package is 
being offered by British Rail, 
which covers second class return 
fare to Olympia, travel on the 
London Underground and admis- 
sion to the show. All in tickets 
be purchased from most 
railway stations. 


Derby Show 


‘The new Derby Sports Centre at 
Osmaston Park Read, Derby, will 
be the scene this Saturday and 
Sunday of a Spore on Wheels 
show. Among the exhibits will be 
the 001 Tyrrell, lan Ashley’ 
Shellspore F5000 Lela, Scua 
Graham's G1 Camaro, Mick Hill's 
Capri, Willie Green's Lister. 
Corvette, a Broadspeed Dolomite 
and many cthers. There will also 
be a varied collection of well 
known Stock 

R 

is. best 
There wil 
pit-etop competitions for teams 
Of two, while a number of per- 
scnalities will be present to sign 
‘autographs, 

‘The show will be opened by 
Noel Edmonds at 2 pm on Satur- 
day and will run ‘till 10 pm and 
on Sunday from 10 am to 10 pm. 


© Encouraging news for those 
who still wish to run on Firestone 
racing tyres next year. Richard 
R. Leder and Co KG, the Ger- 
man distributor in | Hamburg, 
have informed us that they are 
currently holding 8,500 tyres of 
the lates: new. compounds and 
sizes in stock. They can deliver 
sets for English drivers at 
English prices at either Langley 
or Hamburg. They are still 
working on a production run of 
different sizes of tyres in the 
latest new construction and com- 
pounds and have promised to in- 
form us when the production run 
starts. Their telephone number in 
Hamburg is : 040/410 5 410. 


@ Contrary to other reports, next 
year’s Brazilian GP will be held 
at Interlagos and not the new 
circuit at Brasilia acccrding to Jo 
Raminez, the former Tyrrell 
mechanic who's now with the 
new Brazilian Fittipaldi Fl team. 


Phil Scragg 


We regret to report the death 
inst Saturday of Phil Scragg, who 
died on the way to hospital 
following an accident at the 
Silverstone Sprint meeting, 

Phil Scragg had been compet- 
ing in hillclimbs and sprints for 
over 20 years and was very 
popular among his fellow com: 
petitors. He was chairman of a 
huge textile company, Scragg: 
of Maccesfield and at the time of 
his accident was competing in a 
new Vi2 E-type Jaguar. 

Although ‘he never raced on 
circuits, Phil has been one of the 
Yeading’ competitors in the 
national and club hillclims cham- 
Dionships for a long time and 
was the owner of one of the 
nicest hybrid cars ever seen gn 
the hills, a special open-bodied 
Lola 770. 


To his family and many 
friends in the world of motor 
sport Avrosrort offers its 


deepest sympathy for this tra- 
gedy and for the terrible accident 
‘on Sunday in which Phil Scragg’s 
son was also killed. 


© Graham Hill Racing's assistant 
team manager John Hewitt, who 
has previously worked for McRae 
Cars and Team Surtees, thas left 
the company. When asked how 
the decision came about, Hewitt 
said "no comment.” 


© Gordon Spice, who we reported 
2 couple of weeks ago to be 
going F5000, has purchased Brian 
McGuire's F5000 Lola T332. 


© The 750 Motor Club will be 
holding their anual film show 
at the Commonwealth Institute 
in Kensington High Street, Lon- 
don on November 30. Thé bar 
opens at 6.45 and the films start 
at 7 pm. Admission costs 50p 
land there will be a lucky draw 
for the numbered programmes. 
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Australian Atlantic attack 


An — ambitious all-Austratian 
attack will be launched on the 
British Atlant c Chamzioneh p_ by 
down-under “Le Patron,” Bob 
Brown along with the’ South 
Australian. Birrana racing car 
factory. “The team will” bring 


Bob Muir who has recently been 


dominating the Australian 
Formula 2 Championships in the 

Patriotic as Lord Alexander 
himeelf, Bob and his wife Mag) 


stress that they want to fly the 
Australian flag in the old country 
and that Is why the team is all 
Australian. Birrana designer 
Tony Alcock will accompany the 


ars to look after preparation. 
which has already starved in the 


South Australian workshops. 
The Lé-litre Hart twin-cam 
engines used for F2 in Australia 
emoved 0 make vay for 
Formula Atlantic BDA 


s while a number of other 
modifications to both cars 


Should. ‘make them competitive 

with the British cars 
The team’s first appearance 
will be the ozening John Player 
race and that series will be their 
naior goal. However, if all goes 
well the team may hire another 
Australian driver for the second 
and perhaps also contest 


European races. 


wi 
This 


Haitwood was visi 
of the contestants fi 
Sabrina, of Miss 


dat hi 


by 


shabititation centre last week 
night's Miss World c 
those who can only 


ne Palliser reappeared on th 


74 Rac 


iced their new 
trated) and RP22 Ford 2000, 


¢ tracks at the weekend, when 
‘Super Ford at. Brands 
Cars Ltd is @ subsidiary 
in racing. {ror 


the RP 
RPIO is 
debuted 
basically 


1975, 
Th 
RPIS model and will b 

The two FF models ar 
Trimmer. 


models for 


ave recently an 
Real FF (il 
ie currently successful 
Daytona in a fi 

‘and being tested by Tony 
© Contrary to what we said in 
ur report on the IMSA Camel 
GT race at Mexico a fortmight 
ago, Peter Gregg is not the new 
champion. There is stidl one race 
#0 at Daytona on November 
30/December 1 where Milt 
Minter and Michael Keyser can 
stil beat Gregg for che citle. In 
a bid to wrest the championship 
from sche driver's. grasp, 
Minter is. back in John Green: 
Wood's “Batmobile” Corvette 
Which should suit the flat open 


Spaces of the Daytona speedway 


© Ray Jessop's new Formula 3 
car will be called the Delta and 
wilt be built In conjunction with 
a Formula 4 car wh'ch has been 
built by Glyn Reed and tested 
recently by former F4 champion 


Fergus Tait 


CATCHPOLE 


‘SUPPOSING YOU COMPLETELY 
DISPENSED WITH THE ENGINE 


Brands Hatch 


The Romford Enthusiasts’ CC are 
In charge of a seven race pro- 
gramme at Brands Hatch this 
Sunday. There are championship 
rounds fer Miglia Minia and Mini 
Sevens with leading contenders 
Phil Spurling, Russell Dell, Alex 
eoff Gilkes, Chris Tyrrell 
nstrong and Alan Corbish: 
all entered. 
There will be a ch 


between Fa and Monopeats cars, 
the former starting with a ten 
second advariage which should 
make fer interesting racing. John 
Hemewood, Nick Whiting, Colin 
Hawker, Gerry. Marshall an 
Jchn Turner are all entered in 
the Special saloon race while 


names in che FF event are Rupert 
Ki Syd Fox, Frank Hopper 
and Wil Adi. 


By Barry Foley 


y 


TOOK IT RIGHT OUTOF THECAR. | 
THEN YOU NOULDNT NEED A ERR | 
BOX ORA DIFFOR PROPSHAFT.. | 


DRIVESHAFTS, USS OROIL TANKCR 
OLANOWATER RADIATORS - SURELY 
REMOVING THAT LOT WOULD MAKE 


| 


SUCH AN INCREDIBLE WEIGHT 
SAVING TWAT (7 WOULD MORE THAN 
OFFSET THE POWER LOSS 7 


© Avtoroort 1974 
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1974 Lombard RAC Rally — 


Ford and Opel shocks, Lancia Stratos sensation, Clark fights back 


The 1974 Lombard RAC Rally finished yester- 
day afternoon in York after five memorable 
days and nights struggle. This year has been a 
remarkable one on many counts ; Lancia and 
Sandro Munari have proved that the fabulous 
Stratos is capable of lasting long distances 
on loose surfaces, as well as being spec- 
tacularly fast on tarmac; the FWD Beta 
coupé made its first appearance on a rally in 
this country ; Saab proved that the venerable 
96, in the hands of the inspired Stig Blom- 
qvist, is still an international force to rival the 
best ; the mishaps that hit the Colibri Fords 
served to show that in rallying there is never Above: Leoder after 75 5 
such a thing as total reliability; while the choad of the bettered Sect 
spate of retirements during the first day and 
night graphically illustrated the pace of 
modern International stage rallying. Printing 
schedules regrettably preclude the publishing 
of the final result, but it is hoped that the 
action portrayed here captures some of the 
event's unique atmosphere. Latest positions 
as we went to press appear below and in 
Special Stage, and we have included the 
mishaps that befell the principal contenders. 
Photographs by David Winter and Peter 


s was Timo Makinen, just 2m 24 5 
of Stig Blomqvist (below). 


elurned to York on Tuesday night, Munari's Stratos 
ne Saab by 3m 39 «. 
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Interim report in pictures.... 


Saab, Toyota and Volvo well placed, British drivers in the top ten ] 


Walfride 
Bully C 
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The Castrol 75th Anniversary Touring Car Championship. 


We put our heart into making 
your car a champion. 


Toyota Celica 


Triumph Dolomite Sprint 


Congratulations to Castro! drivers, 
Stuart Graham (Camaro) and Andy 
Rouse (Dolomite)—class winners 
in the Anniversary Touring Car 
Championship 


Set up a competition between cars like yours-standard 
production saloons. Including Dolomites, Avengers, Capris 
and Camaros. Add Dealer Teams from Mazda, Opel, 
Vauxhall and Toyota and you've got the greatest saloon car 
championship ever. 

We've been putting our heart behind making 
champions for 75 years now. Check the winner list and 
you'll see how the combination of your family saloon 
and our Castrol heart is unbeatable. 


Now more than ever you need 
the high performer with heart. / 
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Colin Mathin drove superbly through the field to 10th overall befo 


‘expectations came to nought tH Airikhala, engine trouble. Above right: Curley's Datsun on Esholt, Below : Daweon 
hn the Marina. He could not, however, hold Saaristo, 
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Hold tight. Formula 70 will. 
ig 


Full power, full time. 


Fit Formula 70. Fast, low profile 
radials from Dunlop. 

Squatter than your ordinary 
cooking radials, they're built tough, 
rugged and broad across the shoulder to 
put more rubber on the road. 

In action, at any speed, Dunlop 
Formula 70 Radials respond crisply, 
precisely. 

They get a big, graunchy grip to 
make the best use of every ounce of extra 
horsepower you and your car can muster. 

The short, supple sidewalls flex 
instantly to keep the full width of the 
broad, big-block tread biting down on the 
road, gripping hard come rain or shine. 

Engineered to add maximum 
traction to your car's maximised power, 
Dunlop Formula 70 are the ultimate bolt- 
on go-faster goodies. 

For all the facts, advice and a free 
Formula 70 sticker, call in at your specialist 
Formula 70 centre. For the address of the 
Centre nearest you call Freefone 4092 
any time. 


vie 


FORMULA 
oO 


Special stage 


edited by lan Sadler 


Superb Causeway entry 


Adrian Boyd—« 


The entry for the 
titled “"Forward Tras. Rally of 
the Causeway Coast” has ait 

ted all the Irish aces. The 
takes place on Saturday 
November. Last minute problems 
with the Forestry C 


have resulted in a certain cur 
tailing of the forestry mileage 
(which will be made up by farm 
tracks ete) but most of the best 
of the northern forests (such as 
Banagher, Glen Shane, Moyd 


laght' and Gortnamoyagh 
Adrian Boyd rolled LVX 
this year) will “still be 
used, “The Causeway 

(@ typically Irish 

not involve any ¢ 
also boasts to have attracted 
Stig Blomqvist who will be driv 


Ing @ Saab course car, part of a 
deat with Norman Thompson Led 
(the Saab agents), Top entries 
are: 1, Adrian Boyd/Frank Main 


yen here on Esholt last Saturda; 


(es 2, Dat 
Duty ingham 

3, Ronnie McCartne e 
son (Porsche Carrera); 4, David 
Agnew/Robert Harkne 

5, Brian Nelson/Drexe 

(BMW); 6, Dessie MeCart 
Terry Harryman (tb.a); 7, Derek 
Boyd/Richard L cont. RS); 
8, Gerry F Phelan 
(Porsche Carrer Smith 


Ian Turkington (Porsche Carrera); 
10, Paul Martin/Derek Smith 
(Mexico 
Curley/Aus 

Robin Eyre-Maunsell/ Fred 
Gallacher (limp), 13, —i 14, 
Derek MeMahon/Starrit Graham 
(imp); 15, John MeAlorum/A. N 
Other (BMW). Cahal Curley 
driving a Mexico entered by Phil 
Coulter, a song writer responsible 
for such devights as 
a String. 


© The Aberystwyth MC seem to 
be in a spot of trouble at the 
Moment. It appears that a recent 
12 car event run by the club 
proceeded without the permis 


Of the RAC, which effectively 
means that the competing cars 
‘were without insurance. 
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Seventh Tour of Dean: 
second time lucky ? 


Regulations are now available {c 


the Tour of Dean, which takes 
place on January’ 12, This is 
he second time in a year that 

th Tour has been organised, 


is being supported by Shell 
jowells Garages. The event 
es to be similar in format 

wus years, and most of the 
competitive motoring will be con. 
centrated in the Dean area. There 


will be 16 stages in all, with a 

al mileage In excess of 70, all 
of which are being run in the 
forests. The Gateway Motor Hotel 


s throwing open its doors to the 
rally entourage during the event 


and there will be a pre-rally 
function there on the preceding 
Saturday night as well as the 
traditional post-rally party and 


ize giving on the Sunday night 
The first car will leave Howells 


Garage Corporation Road, New- 
rt, (171/330871), at 09.01 on 
the ‘Sunday, and will finish at 


the Gateway (171/360895) at 
approximately 16,30 in the even: 


ing. There will be a two hour 
lunch halt at mid-day at the Blue 
Star Garage, Whitchurch  (162/ 
557184), The organisers wish to 
draw the attention of entrants to 
the latest RAC regulations for 
stage rally cars as detailed in 


Motor Sport Club News No 22, 
To avoid disappointment at 
scrutineering you are asked to 
take a look at the following 
regulations which come into force 

Ist January. 1, Approval 
imps on crash helmets 1869 is 
being dropped. 2, Laminated 
windscreens. 3, Recessed fuel 
filler caps. 4, screw pattern fuel 
caps 


Bad luck for British Leyland 
Johnstone Syer’s close shave 


an Culcheth's rec 
bad luck is still in 
s G2 Dolomite Sprint 

when he hit a 
fm Wales. Brian had 


Brian Culcheth—untucky 
apparently been following th 
Lancia Beta coupé of Amileare 


Ballestrieri closely. The 
had been. puttiny 
joke (Ballestrier! 


subsequently 


retired with a blown engine) so 
his visib was somewhat 
impaired. He came round a left 


hand corner to find the tree In 
his path (it had previously been 


hit ‘a glancing blow by Cahal 
Curley). The offending obstacle 
then proceeded to give a very 
effective demonstration of accu 

Jousting on the car. The tree 


red the front nearside of 
Trlumph, tore away the front 
suspension and carried on through 


bulkhead into. the passenger 
side of the cockpit at squab 
height. Commented Johnstone 


Syer dryly: "another six inches 


and we would have been com: 
peting for the ladies prize!" 
Neediess to say the Triumph 
was in a very sad state after this, 


episode and brought to an end 
the spearhead of Leyland’s parti- 
cipation in the "74 RAC 


Roger Clark in epic fight back 


Roger Clark inadvertently chos 
RAC Rally for one of his now 
almost unheard-off | excursions, 
The car in fact got stuck on an 
uphill hairpin on Dovey 2 and 
collected a maximum, dropping 
him from sixth to 32nd overall 
After they had got going again, 
Tony Mason was forced to hang 
nto the passenger docr which 
had been damaged and would not 
shut. Mason commented "I just 
had to navigate with one hand. 
Clark” said that his Saturday 
night set-back had meant doub- 
ing his driving work ever since. 
His drive up through the field 
has been a highlight of the rally 


and by the time he rally returned 
York he was lying ninth. 


Roger Clark—rare slip. 
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Seen and heard... 


Colin Malkin, having a great 
run in the Chrysler Avenger with 
Brian Coyle, retired at Cross. 
muirhead (passage control 15) 
‘after going off on Loch Ard I 
He had just worked his way into 
the top ten and was in fact 
lying 10th overall at the 
Scottish hopes took a tumble 
when Donald Heggle retired the 
Idem Escort, but James Rae 
driving the Knockhill. sponsored 
ear was still going strongly, ly 


ing 25th overall at the Erskine 
Bridge hal 

George Beever was disqual 
fled for using pace notes. He was 
observed using them on both 
Eppynt stages. 

According {0 the most up-to- 
date Information we had at the 
time of closing these pages for 
press, the incredible Stig. Blom: 
qvist’ had rolled his Saab on 
three separate occasions (the first 
being on Ystwyth, SS20) on his 


way to a current second overall 
behind Makinen, His team-mate 
Per Eklund had also joined in 
the fun perhaps they have 
discovered ‘a’ new technique 

at any rate, Rainio, who appears 
not to have rolled, is. training 
them by some way 

‘Car No 85, a Porsche Carrera 
driven by German W. Hauck and 
H. Weidmann is by all accounts 
setting up some very spectacular 
Imes on the stages and was into 
the top 20 by Erskine Bridge. 

The Dunlop tyre van was re- 
ported to be among those who 
have lost a tot of time, going 
off the road in the Kellder com 
plex. 

Fog has persistently dogged 
this year's event, and many com: 
petitors went OTL while strug: 
ling back to York on the Sunday 
night. The offending "* pea soup 
was ‘still lurking outside York 
fon the Monday morning as com- 
petitors headed out for the first 
Rage at Kilburn. 

The battle for the team prize 
was closely fought this year; 
the. principal contenders being 
Saab (leading at the time we 
closed for press), with Datsun, 
(the team running very smoothly 
with Chris Sclater firmly in the 
top ten, Kallsteom firmly in the 
top 20, and Paul Faulkner in the 
tow 20s), and Fiat, led by Leo 
Kinnunen who, after getting stuck 
fon the grass at Harewood on the 


second ‘stage of the rally, and 
losing a cot of time, has fought 
back hard. He is being ably 


backed up by Paganelli, 

Lancia have been having some 
mixed fortunes; Ballestrieri blew 
up the engine of his Beta coupé 
in Clocaenog and promptly 
rushed off to practise for the 
Tour de Corse, where Kivimaki 
(Markku Alen's — co-driver) bas 
reported a substantial amount of 
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a factor which could 
make the result very interesting 
Markku. Alen went whit 
lying ninth overall. The gasket 
blew between the water ‘pump 
‘and the cylinder block, with the 
result that he not only lost all 
his water, but also drowned the 
transistor’ box under a fountain 
of coolant. He too has gone to 
Corsica. 


Simo Lampinen has been hav. 
ing a somewhat fraught rally. As 
he was leaving the Machynileth 
rest halt, his Drakes jammed on, 
and some time was lost; the 
latest we have heard was that he 
was having gearbox trouble, but 
nevertheless was lying 10th over: 
ll with the retirement of Malkin 
Ford fortunes have not gone 
exactly according 0 plan, f 
despite the current dominance of 
Makinen at the head of the feld 
their three other stars ran into 
trouble. Hannu Mikkola went out 
white leading. The trouble star- 
ted when he had a puncture on 
Coed-y-Brenin 1, He drove the 
car half a mile to the finish of 
the stage and changed the wheel. 
The car then completed three 
more stages before the re 


wheel studs sheared on Dovey’ 2 


eft with no option 
to retire. Even Timo 
Makinen has not been spared 
ome drama. He was forced to 
Grive Sutton Park on Weather. 
masters after a misunderstanding 
with service, and lost 15 seconds 
t Munari; the latter has driven 
the demanding Stratos brilliantly 
in his fight with Makiren, and 
although a doctor was called to 
attend. to him on. the Sunday 
night (he was reportedly suffer 
ing from exhaustion and indiges 
tion), he was lying third bedind 
Blomavist at the time of our 
deadline 

Latest information received 
suggests that the Markku 
Saaristo/Richard — Hudson-Eva 
Skoda has come to the end 
its amazing run. After a small 
fire in York High Street at the 
start, which resulted in blisters 
for the luckless RHE, Saaristo’s 
drive has been sensational and 
he worked the diminutive Skoda 
up to 14th overall at one point 
Our on-the-spot observers tell us 

at the car had been suffering 
an oiling-up problem since Mon- 


day morning, and the car appar- 
ently came through Loch Ard in 
2 very sad state, firing on tw 


cylinders, apparenily jammed in 
third gear and the sump guard 
hanging loose. 

Car No 75, a Porsche Carrera 
driven by H.W. Schewe and. P. 
Linzen from Germany, was lying 
third overall after six stages 
before being involved in a major 
collision the road with a 
spectator’s car. The Porsche 


rently, on the wrong 
road and was being 
Linzen between 


° in the C&S 
Escort went off on Clocaenog 4 
and collected a maximum before 
ouble. 

sin the 

VRM Fiat ape was having 
an exciting time prior to his 
retirement. He inverted the car 
‘after the ‘and. 

stuck on, and 

hole’ made 


able (0 get g: the, 
spectators had 

Tony Fowkes 
well in his sm 
Ung into the 
trical trouble put him o 

Andrew Cowan had 
from the fray. However, Will 
Sparrow was classified 15th 
overall and looked set to win the 
roup 1 award. 

‘Canal Curley 
Datsun 2602 


long gone, 
car, get 


a depre 
his engine 
resulting. in 


big 


If you compete in an Ope 


all Opel competi 
® next year. There is'a chance 
win an ex-works car for the 
‘season. ‘The scheme, an 
unced by DOT last week, 
caters for rally, autocross and 
Tacing drivers regardless of their 
status The contest is open to 
anyone in fact who competes in 
an Opel. The outright winner will 
receive an ex-works DOT Opel 
prepared for the new season up 


Great news for 


the value of £3000. Naturally 
members of DOT or the Opel 
Euro Deale: m will not be 
eligible . . . s0 at least you won't 
have to worry about Tony Pond, 
Tony Fall, or Waker Rohrl, etc 
Second prize will be £500 of DOT 
Sport Parts and third prize will 
be £200 of Sport Parts; in addi 


tion there will be a separate prize 
made to the dealer who. has 
supplied the winning car. Every 
competitor must register for the 


competition: forms will be avail- 
able from DOT dealers and should 
be sent to the Secretariat, Opel 
Dealers Cup, 33 Harmont House, 


20 Harley Street, London, WIN 
TAN. Competitors must claim all 
the points they score within one 


you could get 


crew ran out of wheel bearings 
after continued renewals, His 
handling of the awkward car on 
Esholt was a sight not to be 
missed. The car was finally 
wheeled away at Brechfa, stage 

3 
it was snowing in Carlisle on 
Tuesday morning and the border 
tages were affected by it—good 
news for Saab, 

Kielder forest 
Lombard and. Ulster Escort of 
Adrian Boyd/Frank Main. They 
were forced to retire on Keilder 
5 (SS 49) when the differential 


claimed the 


gave up the struggle as had their 
ervice car. Russell Brookes 
retired early on when his new: 
Shelled RS 2000 (complete with 
Vinyl roo!), broke its gearbox. 
Meanwhile the battle rages. 
illy Coleman and Nigel Rockey 
had a tremendous fight for 
venth and eighth places; 
Rockey closed the gap between 
them before Coleman speeded up 
again on Tuesday morning as the 


headed south through snow 
wut of Scctland. Latest informa 
tion that. we had on Tuesday 
evening can be found on page 10 
of this Issue. 


ne like this for '76. 


week 
All meetings of restricted, 
national or international level in 
Great Britain and Ireland count 
towards the competition, DOT 
hopes that participating dealers 
purchasing a car for use in the 
Opel Dealers Cup will offer dis- 


of the event taking place, 


counts to individuals but this is 
obviously very much at the 
discretion cf the dealer. The 
points scoring is worked out s0 
as to increase in value accord- 
ing to the importance of the 
meeting. Although the scheme 
gives bonus points for overall 
position, the main scoring 
System is based on class success 
which, it is hoped, will give 


in a Kadett as much 
chance as another hopeful in a 
Commodore. Tony Fall _com- 
mented: “We hope the scheme 
will persuade even more competi: 
tors to run Opels. We have 
worked out the regulations very 
carefully to give everyone a 
chance from the chap who auto- 
crosses at restricted level to the 
international rallyist." Perhaps it 
is time to go Christmas shopping. 
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Broad and Jon Fletcher follow. 


THRUXTON 


John Pearson just gets the XK120 into the lead from Nick Faure. Richard Jenvey (hidden), Alan 


Hill leads the deserving victors 


By BOB CONSTANDUROS 


Pictures by JOHN GAISFORD 


Thruxton took on a relaxed and friendly atmosphere on Saturday when the BARC ran their 
final meeting of the year at their home circuit wi 


day, and each 
reason, the best race, that f 
between the respective Capri 


‘Super Saloons, wasn't shown, and the super 
nd Skoda of Mick Hill and John Turner, served only to delight 


‘sponsorship coming from Wella, the 
Winners took chequered flags on the 
ly later In the day 


those of us at the track. In sunny weather, John Pearson took a superb victory in his mod- 


that the car Is for 


Richard Morgan, 


befits the Wella champion, had no trouble with his final Formula Ford race, gaining his 33rd 


win of the se 
himself onto 


Jim Crawford and himself, 


‘on. Mick Hill triumphed over Turner in the Superloons, and’ Phil Dowset 
imal sereen with a win in the non-qualifiers FF race. The main race of 1 


race of attrition, but 1 


ind has unselfishly stood down on oce 


‘inal vietor was a most 
‘so much into Formula Atlantic this year for 
jons to help Jim on the 


way to his first and second in championship titles, finally emerged to take the chequered flag. 


‘A most enjoyable day, in mostly fine weather 


When formulating their programme for this 
televised meeting, it was excellent news th 
the BARC decided to include one of their 
‘most popular classes of racing: modsports. A 
very Fepresentative grid of cars came for- 
ward for the sevendap race, and on-pole 
position was not the normal Elan man, Jon 
Fletcher, but Richard Jenvey in his 1.6 ver- 
sion. Asked how he got there, Richard's reply 
was “it's terrible, really, 1 was just lucky, T 
think.” Just 0.4 slower than Jenvey's 1m 
32.2 8.in the drying practice, was Bob Jarvis 
in Adrian Evans's ultra successful 1.1 Dav- 
flag, the Blue Circle modsports champion 
no less, and sharing the front row was Nick 
Faure's Porsche 911, the ex-Larousse Asterix 
car again, which Nick practised on wets to 
alm334s. 

Sharing row two were Fletcher and Alan 
Broad's Ryford Porsche, while the next row 
held Roger Andreason's ‘winged Marcos, John 
“Plastic” Pearson's Jaguar XK120, and’ Peter 
King's Elan, Eike Wellhausen was lucky not 
to have been injured when he stuffed his 
Eaype fairly hard backwards into the bank, 
rendering the car very much a non-starter 
‘A. very late arrival was the Super Samuri 
Datsun for Win Percy whose transporter had 
broken down, but a generously loaned Range 
Rover got the Datsun ¢o the line. 

At the start, Faure got the best of Jenvey 
‘and Jarvis, the latter already demoted to 
fourth by the Complex as Alan Broad came 
through from row two. But the main story 
was what was happening farther back, for 
John Pearson suddenly got the bit between 
his teeth, and went round the whole lot 
round the back, to emerge in second place 
up the hill and then take Faure into Club. 
What an utterly superb first lap for this 
elderly but cossetted car. Faure ted the rest, 

ing bunch comprising Jenvey, Broad, 
Fletcher “and Jarvis, with, King eating the 
rest. By the next lap, Pearson had 3.6 s over 
his pursuers, and it was now all down to 


oy 


just dulling towards the end of the day. 


second. Jarvis left the fray on Iap three with 
the car stuck in second for a lap, and there. 
after withou: that gear, so with Jenvey 
getting by Faure and creeping slowly away 
fram the others, Faure was left with 
Fletcher, and Broad to contend with. It was 
this dice that held everyone's attention, with 
Faure usually in command and the other two 
taking the odd turn to challenge him. 

Then on tap six. all eyes were back on 
the ‘leader, for the XKI20 was smoking 
badly and ‘the lead down by 2 s. However, 
despite the recurring piston trouble, the 
superd XK won with just 2's in hand over 
Jenvey. Faure just held Fletcher at ba 
though there wasn't a fifth of a second in it, 
with Broad 0.6 s behind. Peter King had a 
spin, so Robin Gray took the Lawrencetune 
Morgan Plus 8 to sixth, ahead of Guy 
Beddington's E-type, the hard charging Win 
Percy's. Datsun Super Samuri, and Jarvis’ 
recovered Davrian, which had’ gone behind, 
and then caught’ up Ian Hall's Mini-Jem 
Pearson broke his own lap record by 1.4 5, 
Jenvey broke Pearson's VRM Elan record by 
0.6 5, and Jarvis still goes quicker, by 0.6 s 

‘A ‘massive 70-car entry was recelved for 
the Formula Ford event, to be run off as a 
ten-lap qualifier's race, and a seven-lap non- 
qualifier’s. Practice was wet for one session, 
dry for the other, so the grid made slightly 
strange reading. Rupert Keegan was quicker 
in his session, and Richard Morgan in his, 
so these two occupied the firs: two planes, 
with Richard Eyre's Harlequin Dulon next 
Row two had Tiff Needell's Durex sponsored 
Elden and David Heale's Dulon with Osselli 
power. 

Keegan made the best start to lead into 
Allard, with Eyre next and thea Morgan, 
while Keegan's start was almost rivalled by 
second-row man Heale who was all set to 
charge through if there had been room. At 
Cobb, Miki Dee upset the applecart, a M 
lyn, in fact, and went end-over-end, but he 


and everyone else escaped unharmed, and 
the order remained the same. 

But out round the back, Morgan slipped 
by the other two, and by the end of lap one, 
there. was already a slight gap to Eyre, 
Keegan, Heale, Chris Woodcock’s Dulon, and 
Tif’ Needell. By tap two, Morgan had got 
even farther away, and Eyre, too, had putled 
out a wee bit, probably because Keegan's 
CV joint failed and he retired. Needell led 
the next bunch, and slowly caught up Eyr 
while Morgan, by lap four, had a 5.9 5 lead, 
ever lengthening. 

The centre of attraction was now this 
second placed dice, for Morgan was pulling 
‘out between 1 s and 2s a lap, First Needell 
Jed the snarling bunch, then Eyre for a 
couple of laps, and then Needell to the flag— 
just. Eyre, in fact, got further demoted on 
the last lap at the complex by Terry Richards 
who came up very well through the pack 
from ninth to take third, with Eyre next-and 
then Peter White's Royale. Jim Walsh, Fred 
Sigafoos, Bernard Vermilio and Lou de 
Marco were just on the fringes of the main 
bunch, but various happenings, including the 
mating of a Merlyn by an Elden (see the 
result’ in nine months time) broke up the 
pack, and Vermilio had a couple of spins in 
the new Van Diemen, and Jim Walsh seemed 
to get generally involved in everyone else's 
dramas. But it was Morgan's race, still pull- 

time, and the last FF event he will 
a deserving victor. 
"The Supersaloon event captured a good 
entry, but when the cars came to the sri 
thelr number was sadly depleted. Mick Hi 
was on pole in the Tricentrol Capri, and 
there was quite a lat of money on this, for 
Gerry Marshall, 18 slower, had a £200 bet 
‘on with one ‘of Tricentrol’s men that he 
would win. However, as Marshall's car came 
ut of the Paddock, the car struck in reverse 
gear, so his grid position became vacant. So, 
too, was Nick Whiting’s alongside, for’ the 
clutch gave up in practice on the Escort- 
FVC. Therefore, the ‘next man was one row 
back, John Turner's 5.0 Skoda which had 
Tan Richardson's Chevrolet Corvair for com- 
pany. Colin Hawker (3.0 Capri-DFV), and 
Martin Kent's 5.7 Sunbeam Rapier lost Brian 
Cutting’s Escort from their row in. practice, 
and one row further back, there was a gap 
where ‘Dave Brodie's 2.8 Capri should have 
been. However, this car, which is rapidly 
becoming a white elephant through lack of 
races, blew up in practice for another non- 


The Superioon dice with Turner leading Hill. 


Hin gat the best start from Richardson 
ith the Skoda tucked in behind, and Turner 
was soon by before the Complex, and by the 
first lap, Turner had got by the Capri at 
Kimpton’ to lead, very’ closely followed by 
Hill, then Richardson, a gap to Hawker, and 
then Kent's Rapier and Jim Evans’ turbo- 
charged Escort. But the action was on at 
the front, for the Skoda and Capri were 
running really closely, slowly pulling away 
from Richardson. Hill’ got by the Skoda on 
lap four at Church, but by lap five, Turner 
had got by again in a fantastic overtaking 
moment at Allards, and then Hill got back 
again round the back, With Turner still in 
clase attendance, the dice continued all the 
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Formula Atlantic chaos 


way round the circuit for the remaining four 
Yaps, but despite tremendous efforts. the race 
belonged to Hill by just 0.2 s. Their dice 
prompted some to say that it was fixed for 
the TV cameras, but apart from the fact 
that this, the best race of the day, wasn't 
televised,” Hill's lap record was reduced by 
an cneredible 3 s, and you don't do that for 
hicks, 


‘The test of the race was rather over 
shadowed, but Richardson kept up his effort 
for third ‘place, with Hawker closing at one 
stage, until a ‘stub axle broke, and Hawker 
dropped back. to Martin Kent's Rapier which 
had had the Turbo Escort for company untit 
‘il got into the pistons, or a plug went and 
ie went on to two cylinders 

A very good dice was going for the small 
class (up to 2500 cc) which included many 
Minis. which some thought shouldn't have 
been there anyway, but Denis Welch's Angtia 
had very close company in the form of Alex 
Poole's superb Janspeed Group 2 Datsun, and 
Phil Winter's Mini, for none of the Vaux: 
halls, Escorts etc were up to i. Welch, in 
fact,’ led throughout, and Poole and Winter 
mixed it heartily for second in class with 
Poole usually leading and taking the position, 

‘A good entry of Atiantics was received for 
a 18-lap_ event, and on pole was Richard 
Soott’s ‘Hurford Jones Lola. Alongside were 
naturally enough, Alan Jones and David 
Morgan, the former 1s slower than Scott's 
1m 13.8 s, and Morgan, who was to have 
driven the ‘works March and not Chevron 
fas reported, but the March wasn't ready and 
he wag still with his Chevron 825/27. Jones 
had ‘the ‘Wrong top gear in for practice, and 
Morgan only had the B41s, while the others 
had~ B47s. Row two held Ray Mallock’s 
Chequered Flag Brabham, who got himself 
some new gears for the race, and Stephen 
Choularton's March. Behind them came Ted 
Wentz, not with the March but with his 
Wella ‘sponsorship on a Lola T360 which the 
team have bought, Tony Rouff having his 
first Atlantic race in his F3 GRD with Vegan 
tune Atlantic power, and John Nicholson 
Pinch Plant  ‘Lyncar. There were other 
“names” further back, including Jim Craw. 
ford in the Fred Opert Chevron having ti 
first Thruxton race, Val Musetti, Geoff Fri 
‘well and Matt Spitzley in Marches, Nick May 
and Derek Cook in Chevrons, Alex Ribeiro’s 
GRD, but from some of the more established 
front’ runners, there seemed to be less 
interest in racing than usual. Perhaps they 
all had thelr minds on Harry Stiller's party 
‘that night. 

‘At the start, Jones took off for a good 
lead, but at Campbell, Morgan locked up 
going into the corner, and got clobbered by 
Scott, while Crawford hit Peter Williams, 
damaging the nose cone. With all this going 

it wasn't surprising that Jones had 
2.7 s lead at the end of lap one, from Ted 
Wentz, Mallock, Choularton, Nicholson and 
‘Morgan and then Rouff. While Jones got 
‘away fractionally, Wentz, too, got away from 
the others, then Choularton and Mallock 
locked together. After a lap or two, Morgan 
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Richard Scott exits left and the rest of the field scramble round. 


had got by Nicholson and was up with 
Mallock, who had been passed by Choular- 
ton. Morgan got by, too, after a moment at 
the Chicane, and’ soon’ had hauled in 
Choularton, passed him and opened up a 
gap as he got after Wentz, Crawford had 
Pitted, meanwhile, with his broken nasecone, 
‘and Scott's Lota was well back after its 
happening. 


With Jones nearly 3 5 ahead on tap seven, 
the Custom Made/Harry Stiller March sud- 
denly went missing, and after leading yet 
another race, the car was this time aban- 
doned round’ the back of the circuit. Alan 
had had a massive spin at the flat-out 
Kimpton, examined his rear tyre and found 
i punctured and the race run. So Ted Wentz 
had an 11 s lead over Morgan, then Choular. 
ton being caught by Mallock, and then Rouff 
and Nicholson» mixing it mightily. Spitziey 

Williams were dicing together with Nick 
just behind them. Alex Ribeiro had had 
a massive spin-off up the hill and severely 
damaged the bodywork resulting in a black 
flag, and Scott had been forced to pull off 
with a shattered plug. 


Up at the front, Wentz's lead was also 
to be short lived, for with his sponsor's 
name filling the TV screen, the Lola slowly 
pulled off with no drive and the CV. joint 
Useless. So now it was Morgan, for just one 
lap, just 2.5 s ahead of Choularton who had 
dropped Mallock and then the Rouff/Nichol- 
son battle. Why for just one lap? Bang, & 
rod came through the side and Morgan had 
had his moment of glory, leaving it all to the 
deserving and cons'sent Choularton who t2ok 
Victory from Mallock whose tyres were going 
off anyway. Nicholson drew away from Rouff 
who felt the engine tightentng up and 
dropped back, and then came Spitzley pull- 
ing away from May. Tony Trimmer had been 


Stephen Choularton—eventual Atlantic winner. 


right at che back, caught up ten places, but 
the handling had been overaltered after 
practice and the oversteering kept him back, 
as well as the air box falling off Graham 
Eden's Brabham. Everyone was pleased to be 
off to Bournemouth for the party. 

So then there was just the non-qualifier’s 
FF event over seven laps. Peter Owles 
quickly got into the lead in his Merlyn, with 
Steve Bradley's Van Diemen in close attend- 
‘ance, then Jeremy Rossiter, but by the end 
of the lap, Phil Dowsett had got into the 
lead in his Titan, from Owles, Graham 
Elkington’s Royale and Bradley, with Richard 
Mallock in father's Supersport U2 converted 
to FF, next. These five contested the lead 
until Jap four when Owles spun at Cobb, so 
Dowsett. was left. with the lead. Slowly, 
though, helped by Bradley spinning at 
Segrave, Mallock caught up Dowsett,. and 
so Chris Skellern came up well from eighth 
to contest and finally take third, but only 
just, from Steve Prior's Van Diemen and 
Elkington. 

Up. front, Dowsett was being caught by 
Mallock, and with another lap, would have 
had she lead, but failed by just 02 6, 
Skellera, Prior and Elkington were covered 
by 04 5, and Owles and Bradley were next, 
also covered by 0.2 5. An excellent end to 
‘8 good day. 
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Cockpit Cameo 


Henton yumps the works FJ March up the Cadwell Mountain earlier this year. 


All mouth and trousers? 


BRIAN HENTON talks to ANDY MARRIOTT 


At the beginning of the 1973 season, certain cynics posed the question, “WI the difference 
between Muhammad All and Brian Henton ?” Back came the answer, “Ali has a big mouth 
and talent, Henton has a big mouth and no talent!” How wrong could they be, for a little over 
‘9 year later, Brian has won both the Lombard North Central and Forward Trust F3 Champion. 
‘thips, becoming the undisputed King of British Formula 3, What better way to silence his 
critics, and what a fantastic change of fortune for the 28-year-old works March driver from 
Derby. Brian’s entry into F3 came in 1973 with, to say the least, a bang. In a big publicity 


campaign he threatened to blow everyone into the weeds, but unfortunately he w: 
first race, although he did finish the season on a high note with Ensign. 


twiee in 

His early attempts ‘at racing were fraught 
with spins and incident, his first single seater 
race in a Formula Vee at Cadwell Park ended 
in disaster when he knocked all the wheels 
off it and splic his overalls from head to foot 
as he jumped off, Says Brian "Everycne wra.e 
mo off as all mouth and trousers.” 

Bue ehis year Brian has certainly proved 
that he has @ lot more to offer than either his 
mouth or his trousers, His Formula 3 per 
formances have shown that he deserves to be 
in a higher league. His ‘esting performances 
with a March Formula 2 car at both Silver 
stone and Paul Ricard impressed both Robin 
Herd and Max Mosley enormously, and in his 
F2 debut a Mugello, he finished a fine sixth 

Brian also drove the DFV engined March in 
the Paul Ricard 750 kms endurance event, 
partnering Vittorio Brambilla, but after climb: 
ing to third place with an impressive drive, 
the car was retired with mechanical pr-blems 
So ithe future Icoks bright for Brian Henton 
despite ‘hose humble beginnings, as he 
explained 

started racing in 1969 with an old Healey 
100, which 1 bought for ten pounds—it was 
in a right state. I try to forge: all abou: that 
My first race was at Silverstone and I think 
I spun at every corner. I did about three races 
with that. then I bought a Marcos, the proto- 
ype 1500 I think it was. I did three races 
with that and ithen at Silverstone, I hit the 
bank at Copse, flew over & and finished sitting 
in half a heap of matchwood. I looked round 
land saw £800 scattered around me and realised 
‘that I was broke and bruised and there was 
more to motor racing than I first thought. T 
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lapped 


did abou six races én those first two cars 
‘and only finished in one of them. 

"So 1 had to make some mcney in business 
so tha: I could go motor racing, because 
already 1 was sure 1 could be World Cham. 
pion one day. We did all sorts of things, sold 
paper on a market stall, then I was 
involved in a garage and later I had a job 
hiing and firing labour for power stations 
But k was when I started making road signs 
and cones, that I starved to make enough 
money to go racing again. In fact that firm 
fs still doing very well. It is called Europolice, 
and we are the largest manufacturers of port 
able read signs in the country, although 1am 

involved in thag on a day-o-day basis 
more. I also have a garage business in Derby 


“Il had borrowed some 
overalls which didn’t 
really fit and I really 
thought I was the tops” 


Hentcn had enough money together to buy 
Fred Saunders’ Aus:ro Vee for the 1970 season 
and he was soon making his mark, although 
his single-seater career started disastrously 
at Cadwell Park as he relates. “I will always 
Femember that meeting because it was snow- 
ing and 1 was convinced I was going to blow 
them all off. I had borrowed some overalls 
which didn’t really fit and I really thought 
Twas the tops. I did about three laps spinning. 


at every corner and on the fourth lap 1 
excelled myself by spinning into a marshal 
post and ripping wheels off the thing and 
scattering the marshals everywhere, All. the 


Spectators seemed to think i was very funny. 
But I did learn from chat and after rebuild. 
ing the car I went to Castle Combe and 


finished second after quite a battle. Then T 
finished fairly consistently and was runner- 
up in the championship to Mike Hayselden, 
The following year I used the same car and 
won the championship, My best race in Veo 
was at Zandvoort when I won the Gold Cup 
race; in fact I am still the only British driver 
ever to have won an International Formula 
Veo race.” 

Wikh this success behind him Henton was 
talking about going straight into Formula 2 
bu: he couldn't find the sponsorship and 
eventually stitched a deal together to run 
the works Crossle Formula Super Vee with 
help from Dunlop tyres. He still considers 
that Super Vee is an excellent category of 
racing and says he made a profit in both Vee 
‘and Super Vee. His 1972 season in Formula 
Super Vee was not quite as successful as he 
had hoped, and he finished with second place 
in che British Championship behind Tony 
Roberts. Had he not been disqualified from 
a race at Brands Hatch, because the car was 
10 ibs underweight, that Championship would 
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Brian Henton leads Maleolm Horwood in his Formula Vee days. 


have been his too, Brian only made the 
‘occasional ¢rip abroad but was pleased to 
finish sixth in the Super Vee race which sup- 
ported the German GP at the NUrburgring. 

By the start of the 1973 season Brian 
decided thac despice his autempt to miss out 
Fermula 3, he was going to have to spend a 
year in the category if he was going to make 
the grade. He got together with Roger William 
son who was @ good friend, and took his 
advice and bought a new GRD plus two of 
Roger's Holbay engines which had helped 
clinch the championship the season before. 
‘Then came the press release claiming he was 
going to blow the doors off everyone. * Who is 
Tony Brise anyway?" he was heard to ask 
Why did he make such an aggressive arrival 
into Formula 3? 


“As | had put everything 
into this, | simply had to 
attract attention. It 
obviously worked...” 


"it was obvious that despite my successes 
with Volkswagen powered cars I was a rela- 
tive unkown. I had no sponsorship, so I 
thought I had better make everyone take note 
of Brian Henton. After all, I had spent all the 
money hat I had put on one side, and when 
you have been courting for eight years you 
Sstait to think perbaps you should settle down! 
But I decided that I had to go on motor 
racing and as I had put everything into this 
T simply had to attract attention. It obviously 
worked, because I was lapped twice in my 
firet F3' race, Khere were deters in AUTOSFORT 
‘about me being a big mouth, I was christened 
“Superhen,” and generally got much more 


“But I had @ shock when I saw how fast 
the Marches were going because, at the Rac- 
ing Car Show, Roger Williamson and 1 had 
taken a look ‘at the new 733 and said ‘no 
way.’ Roger even described the car as ‘an 
iil-made go kart,’ and I think everyone was 


i 
i 
Hi 
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Of charge when I crashed it at Brands Hatch. 
[think the main rouble was that the engine 
bay flexed and I fixed that by bolting some 


one disaster after another, a chapier of acci- 
dents, several with Mo Harness ("We always 
seemed to be fighting for the same piece of 
track") and the Herkon resources were down 
to rock bettom. Bur a club win at Ouiton 
Pack was a bright spct and then a good fourth 
place st the British GP meeting, then he was 
the best British finisher a Rouen. In fact Brian 
vividly remembers that race 

“There were so many accidents it was 
unerue, it was like World War 2 all over again 
with Frenchmen buried in every bush. That 
Girevit really screws your stomach. 1 had 
quie a ding dong with Christian Ethuin for 
thied place, and then I tried to slip-stream by 
him and almost mowed down the flagman. 
They were going to disqualify me but we 
finally patched it up and I finished up by 
kissing the Clerk of the Course on both 
cheeks! That prize money got me down to 
Ricard for the French GP and I think it was 
there that Morris Nunn of Ensign first ncticed 
me, although I didn’t do coo well.” 

By now the Henzcn finances were almos 
totally exhausted despite several more excel 
Tent placings with the GRD, but Nunn came 
to the rescue with the offer of a drive in an 
Ensign works car. Ensigns hadn't been doing 
too well but Brian scon pus that right wich a 
superb win in the August Jchn Player Cham- 
pionchip round, plus that Man cf the Meeting 
Winning drive at Mallory Park when he came 
though the fleld and then angled with Tony 
Brise. Brian rates that as his best drive ever. 

He also rates the Ensign very highly and 
the company's development engineer, Dave 
Baldwin. But Ensign only wanted to do a few 
races to put their name back on top, £0 for 
the final F3 race of the season, he approached 
Max Mosley for a drive, Max lem him a 
March and so started a partnership which has 
Proved so successful this year. The car had 


Henton gets sideways in the GRD last year at Sil 


been raced by Jean Ragnoeti and was in need 
of tidying and sorting, which thanks to mecha- 
nic Roger Chalk, was done in time for the 
meeting. Brian was amazed how easy the car 
was 20 drive in the half-hour test session he 
had with Robin Herd. Says Brian, “those 
Marches were 50 easy to drive I think a mon- 
key could have done well in one. It has to 
be the best customer car, Unfortunately, my 
first race with a March wasn’t too successful 
because the gear linkage broke and I tangled 
with a few people.” 


“| thought he was going 
to sack me on the spot 
so | thought I had better 
get back in the race 
quick” 


However, Brian reckons that the difference 
between good and bad in F3 is very minor. 
The fact ‘that pecple went well when they 
switched co March in 1973 was psychological 
he thinks, However, he reckons that che Ensign 
was probably the quickest car alkhough net as 
easy to drive or throw around as the March, 

During the wimer months Robin Herd called 
Brian in tw test drive a March F3 having been 
impressed with him when they worked to. 
gether a Brands, ‘There was considerable 
Speculation that Tom Wheatercft would take 
Brian under his wing and certainly eh 
several discussicas 10 that effe 
fend nothing came of it despie Wheater 
attending several test sessicns, Thus, any 
chance of going Formula 2 disappeared for the 
time being. Meanwhile, Brian had Rested for 
the Modus team but turned down the drive 
and a considerable amount of money, as at 
that time he was hoping to be backed by 
Wheateroft, In the end Max Mosley came to 
the rescue and offered Brian the works F 
drive in a team alongside Chateaubriand in a 
Brazilian sponsored team. Max was there to 
see Brian clean up the cpening F3 races of 
the year at Oulton Park, coming through 

clacularly from the back, In fact, Brian 
in cn the first lap and clanged the pits 
‘Armco right in front of Mosley. Says Belan 
thought he was going to sack me cn the spc. 
so I thought I had better get back in the race 
quick. 

Since that first race in the March, Brian 
has never looked back, and has gone cn ¢ 
win both F3. titles convincingly with a 
tecal of 17 wins and has had his first taste of 
F2 and DFV power, proving that he can cope 
with both admirably. Does “ Superhen,” who 
has’ proved thet he isn't all mouth and 
rousers, still reckon he could be Werld Cham- 
pien? "Yes, “that is the only thing 
that drives me on.” 


stone. 


INTERVIEW 


Getting it straight 


MIKE PILBEAM talks to CHRIS WITTY 


‘The name BRM has been in the news recently, although sadly not to record any further 
successes to add to their Impressive record over the past decade. This season has seen the 
Bourne-based concern complete a very average year in Grand Prix racing and it’s to this end 
that team patron Louis Stanley decided to take the unprecedented step to virtually decimate 
his workforce on the Formula 1 team. In his own inimitable style, which makes him one of the 
more controversial characters in motor racing today, Stanley took the steps to close the present 
team, thereby clearing the ground for his new set-up. 

‘However, many people disagree with Stanley and his actions. Far be it for us to comment but 
‘one good fact about the BRM team stood out this year; the P201 chassis. Its designer is 37- 
year-old Mike Pilbeam, born and bred in London and a former student at Bristol University 
where he studied and secured a degree in mathematics. Although initially uninterested in racing 
cars, Pilbeam soon found himself dabbling and produced two low budget Ford-powered specials 
as an early exercise. He began his career in motor racing with BRM back in 1963 as a stress 
‘engineer and technical assistant to Tony Rudd who was then chief designer. Rudd commissioned 
him to build BRM a four-wheel-drive car in 1964 in preparation for the forthcoming 3-litre 
formula in 1966 but the car, designated the P67, never raced, although Dick Attwood practised 
it at the British Grand Prix. The car subsequently became a successful hillelimb car, its most 
successful year being in 1968 when Peter Lawson dominated the British national series. It is 
currently at its final resting place in the Donington Collection. 

Pilbeam left BRM soon after the P67 to join Ford where he spent three years on advanced 


design of production saloons before moving on to Lotus, entering at a time when his experiences 
with four-wheel-drive helped with the development of the Lotus 63 Formula 1 and 64 


Indianapolis cars. From there he moved onto the highly successful 72, working a 
to Maurice Phillippe and then on to Team Surtees in 1971 as chief designer where he 


just one year, spending time assisting with the Formula 2 TS10 and co-relating with John 


Surtees Into producing the side-radiatored F1 TS9B from the earlier T: 
Kent, it was back up to Bourne and repatriation with BRM where, until last month, he wi 


‘employed as chief designer. 
Although he wi 


From the depths of 


offered a position in Stanley's revamped team, Pilbeam declined the offer, 


only to read in the press that he'd been made redundant. We spoke to him recently to discuss 
just what has been happening at BRM during the last few years that has created so much 


Internal friction within the racing team. 
1 suppo: 


you spent a fair amount of time working on. 
‘What were your impressions of the car? 

It certainly was very good. It handled well but 
it had one or two areas where I felt it could 


have been improved. It had very heavy 
Steering which didn’t suit one or two of our 
drivers, especially Jean-Pierre Beltoise, and 
with a'full fuel load it was a bit of a handful 

times. It was still quite smocch but it 
boiled down to a suspension problem under 
some circumstances. So when I rejoined, I 
really wanted to build a new car but I wasn't 
given the money to do it. We had to delay 
ita bit 

That year we had Niki Lauda, Clay 
Regazzoni and Beltoise all running. It was a 
bit’ much really. Here were three top line 
drivers and you had to give them all an equal 
chance with equal attention. Although Lauda 
‘wasn’t fast initially, he was by the end of 
the year, and it was very difficult to kee> them 
all in the top condition. You can’t offer the 
same deal, whereas if you had just one ace 
Griver you could put” everything into his 
car, So things got a bit difficult and by the 
fend of the year the drivers were a little 
bit disgruntled perhaps. Lauda by then was 
the number one driver. He expected to have 
the best and we just didn't have the resources 
to cope, certainly not with three number 
ones which is what we ended up with. 
What happened from then onward ? 
We then did one or two experiments over the 
winter. The idea was to build this new car 
and I really felt that we should have been 
starting with it because you can't afford to 
drop that far behind. The 160 by then had 
been around for some years and it needed 
revision. In the end, it was the latter half of 
"73 befcre I started work on the new car and 
even then it got held up because of one or 
two other projects over the winter. We were 
only authorised to build one chassis and some 
Spares s0 that eventually we got running. in 
about the middle of February "74. As we found 
‘out pretty quickly. the new car was worth 
carrying on with. Because we'd only geared 
ourselves for building one chassis, it took 
quite a while to get the second and third 
ones built. In fact, after the first test session 
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at Ricard, Beltoise said te didn't want to 
know about the 160. He wanted to drive the 
201. I think one of his big reasons was, as 
you may know, he's got this problem with his 
left arm after suffering a bad injury and it's 
very weak. So the 201 suited him well, being 
a really light car to drive and he was really 
happy about that aspect. One complaint cf the 
160, especially turning into corners, is that it 
takes some muscle power and you really have 
to drag it in. With Beltolse now being our 
fumber one, the 201 suited him down to the 
ground and’ at that time of the year, JPB 
Was really on top of the world, trying hard 
and having a good old go at it. We were very 


The decision taken by Louis Stanley at the 
end of this year to blame the failure of BRM 
fon his workforce resulted in a number of 
people leaving the company, one of which was 
yourself. Stanley has explained his reasons for 
it and you've told me there were other reasons. 
Can you basically explain how your departure 
from BRM came about ? 


Well it's a fact that it's being put down to 
the failure of the engineers to get the show 
going. There were certainly going to be quite 


It seems Stanley can’t 
refuse a deal if he’s 
offered one and it’s 
really just too much 

for the company ” 


massive redundancies anyway throughout the 
whole company, possibly because cf the finan- 
cial problem. The engineers tend to be more 
expensive than other people so they're going 
to have to get rid of some of them. There's 
a bit more to it than that but, having said 
that, they make-as good a whipping boy as 
anyone I suppose. So they decided to get rid 
of them and run a very minimal Formula 1 
programme. 

‘The crux really goes back some years to 
when we fan this five-car team in about 
1972 and that really drove the place into the 
ground. It seems to me that it never quite 


Mike Pilbeam—planning the next move? 


climbed out since. As I've said, we had a 
three-car team in "73 and that was quite a 
drain on resources. This year we still had 
three cars, although we'd been promised that 
it would caly be a two-car team. Tt was only 
when this deal with Francols Migault came 
Up that we ran three. It seems Stan‘ay can't 
refuse a deal if he's offered one and it’s really 
just too much for the company. The other 
aspect which contributes toward this is the 
budgetary contro! which Is so d:fficult to com: 
preliend. As a designer 1 would normally 
expect to be either told how much money I've 
ot to spend or to be asked to present a budget 
and to have it approved and’ finalised. 1 did 
present a budget but I den't think anyone 
looked at it, Certainly no one ever told me 
whether it was right or not and the overall 
result was that we never seemed to know 
from one race to the next whether we were 
wealthy of not. Fer instance, at one time we're 
told that we've got to put maximum effort 
into a top-line car and then, a little bit later, 
just as you're doing that, orders are being held 
back because the budget ‘won't permit it. We're 
then told we ave exceeding the budget, never 
really knowing what the budget was in the 
first place, 


Is this why the car suffered, through total Iack 
of development ? 

We did quite a lot of development but it 
suffered more than anything because we only 
had one car initially and we were really 
scrabbling to build the second tub. If we'd 
shunted that, then we'd have to fali back on 
the 160s again. The second car first raced in 
Sweden and until we had that car ready, that 
was top priority and everything else went by 
the wayside. It wasn't until after that that we 
had time to build things like new wings and 
#0 forth. 


Trese days it's quite difficult to fit in all the 
racing and tyre testing, which Is a big thing, 
with chassis development. We did some but 
not as much as we would have liked £0 have 
done. Then we ran into one or two small 
problems, never any serious ones, although at 
one stage we did have a problem with engines 
bicwing out all their water. There was a good 
al of discussion as to why this would 
happen. Then, one time when I was away 
testing, 1 came back and found that the water 
system had all been altered in the two cr 
three days while I was away. It was a helluva 
mess and it looked terrible but we were told 
that it was the answer to ail our problems. In 
fact it really made no difference and at the 
fend of the season we reverted to the layout 
that we'd run earlier in South Africa. T was 
amazed by the fact that it was changed when 
T wasn't there without asking me beforehand, 
or anything. It's just one cf those things that 
happens in some organisations ! 
Was it your choice to leave BRM? 
I was offered a continuing job there but quite 
frankly I didn’t think Stanley wanted me to 
stay there, 1 was told he wasn't prepared to 
spend any money on the car, or didn't have 
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any money to spend on the car, which may 
well be basically true. In fact I said to him 
that that sort of job isn’t any good for me. If 
V'm staying at all, tren Ill have to be staying 
in charge of the ‘cars and thelr development. 
That was the last word on it although it was 
only later that I saw that I'd been fired in 
the greatest disgrace. This is what amazed me 
more than anything considering what he'd said 
to me at the time. I suppose that after what 
he’s said about Lauda’ and Regazzoni, 1 
shouldn't have been 
Assuming Stanley's a difficult man to work 
does he interfere with the racing ? 
No, not normally, but I think he likes to feet 
that he'll let his engineers get on with the 
job. But they're not really free to because 
‘as I've already explained, unless you've got a 
clear budget to work to, it’s very hard to 
make a priority decision on whether you buy 
some new 25 inch wide rear wheels or to make 
a new alrbox. Maybe you can afford to do 
both or maybe you can't afford to do either 
Unless you know, it’s very hard to decide 
something like that 
How much money ha 
project ? 
T haven't actually added up the final ficures 
but it wasn't all that much really. It gets a 
bit confused between building and developing 
but I'm told that the overall total budget for 
the running of the firm Is somewhere in the 
region of half a million. The build and develop: 
ment of the car wasn't a very large percen- 
tage of that. 
So in fact the 201 was the first 
designed entirely on your own? 
Yes, although I'd been involved in others. 
When you wanted to design a new car back 
at the end of '72 for BRM, did you have the 
201 in mind ? 
Yes. 1 have some sketches which go back to 
the beginning of 1973 and the general shape Is 
what It is now, although T wouldn't say it’s 
quite the same. It had all the basic features 
and one of them was the radiators in the 
current position, although at. the moment 
they're still a bit clumsy through non-develop- 


been spent on the 201 


‘ear you'd 


” There was also a 
low C of G with thi 
triangular shape by keeping 
the fuel as low as possible ” 


ment, There is a bit of a cooling problem with 
any V12 engine, the higher frictional horst- 
power losses, and they have a greater heat 
Joss to water, and oil come to that, than the 
‘VB. So the cooling needs some pretty careful 
attention. I wanted to put the radiators in the 
centre of the car rather than at the front and 
80 T decided to put them at this sort of angled 
manner. In fact on the criginal sketches it had 
@ basically triangular form as it has now but 
with a slightly rounded shape. 

‘Then we had that gigantic accident at Silver- 
stone last year when the 160 had a fibreglass 
Outerskin in the form of a mandatory deform- 
able structure and a metal inner skin. The 
Beltoise car got pretty severely thumped and 
although it withstood it, Andrea de Adamich's 
Brabham almost pierced it to within § in of 
tive actual metal tank bay. I thought that the 
fibreglass outer skin had split too easily so it 
would be better to have a metal outer skin to 
restrain the initial piercing impact of anything. 
So it became a metal outer skin on the 201 
whereas it originally would have been fibre- 
glass. Being of metal it was obviously easier 
to make it a flat one and that's how we ended 
up with this flat triangular shape. 

By having a metal outer skin, how much 
heavier was the car? 

Tt was actually very much heavier. 1 think it 
cost us about 8 Ib on the car. 

What were you trying to achieve with the 
01 

1 was trying to keep the masses in the centre 
‘Of the car by putting the radiators and the 
bulk of the fuel in the centre which a lot of 
people have been doing of late. It was also to 
Bet the weight change as little as possible. 
This is anotier problem that we had with the 
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160 in that it held, comparatively, a lot of fuel 
toward the front and there is a fair difference 
when the front end is full of fuel. Ir can is 
crease the loading quite a lot. There was also a 
low C of G with this triangular shape by keep- 
ing the fuel as low as possible and it always 
Seemed to me that you get pressure build up 
underneath a car, particularly in a cornering 
attitude where the car Is not pointing in the 
direction it's going. Then there's a tendency 
for air to pressurise the under surface and 
cause an overall lift which is cbviously bad. 
By bringing it down to an almost knife edge, 
you minimise this, especially en the long 
high speed corners. It seems to work very well 
by basically keeping the airflow over the top 
of the car and not underneath it in a cornering 
attitude. 1 think this is probably one aspect 
that Gordon Murray had in mind when he did 
his triangle shaped BT42 y 
Would the car be able to take another type 
of engine? There was certainly talk around 
the French Grand Prix that the 201 may well 
run with a Matra VI2 engine, 
Yes it wouldn't be to difficult actually. It's 
structurally strong in the areas where it would 
take a Matra engine and I did look at the 
possibility. However it was designed to 
Specifically take the longer 12 cylinder engine 
rather than a V8, 

the story behind the Matra engin 
were interested. 

ise ? 
he'd like to have a Matra 
engine to try in It 
Whose idea was it? 
T think it came from a number of directions 
ft once actually. Several of us thought it 
would Be a good thing. Beltoise obviously did, 
Tim Parnell was very keen on the idea and 
we'd love to have done it but I don't think 
it depended on any of us in the end. 1 just 
think that Stantey and Matra couldn't come 
to any agreement over it 
‘Over finance ? 
I presume over finance because I know Matra 
have been prepared to co-operate at times 
in that sort of way. I spoke to them at one 
time and they weren't against the idea 
GP earlier 


winner Carlos Reutemann. Obviously you were 
greatly encouraged by this. 

We weren't too unhappy about the gap because 
it was a first run and certainly ‘during the 
first half of the race, J-PB was playing it a bit 
gently. He'd never raced the car before and 
T know he was a little bit hesitant about the 
inboard front brakes because of the history of 
this set-up in general. But as the race wore 
fon, he began pressing it a bit harder and 
he acquired some confidence. So we thought 
if he's started off the race with the confidence 
he gained, we should be in a better position 
next time. But it never actually worked out 
that way although at the Belgium GP he was 


fifth. He would have been a good deal higher 
up but unfortunately we juggled around with 
tyres and ran a softer rear compound which 
lost adhesion as the race progressed. After 
that we had several problems and didn't get 
very far at all. 
What was the car like for traction out of 
corners? 
Very good from what I'm told and what I've 
seen. It puts the power down well and this 
is why it. would be interesting to try it 
with something like a Cosworth, 
Because the BRM VI2 lacks middle range 
torque? 
‘Yes. It hadn't really got the punch but even 
80, a basic number of people with Cosworths 
have said that it’s gone away from them out of 
Tony Southgate's Shadow DN3 also puts its 
‘down tremendously well. Being 
at BRM, did you think the same way 
about this particular aspect ? 
No I don't think so. We haven't consciously 
scussed it. Tony's car has a rather unusual 
rear geometry for an Fl in that it has a very 
Tong ‘top link so that the camber ch 
characteristics are different. 1 
broadly got a similar type of 
the rear but other than th 
cussed it at all. I bel 
developed from what he found out on the 
BRM PI80 and although it wasn't overall 
totally successful, it) had some good 
qualities, 
‘You don't think that 4-w-d has a future at all ? 
Not in the current scene. 1 would say though 
that if somebody really could spend the time 
and money on developing the system, it still 
could be got right perhaps. The thing Is that 


..» basically it still 
came back to the 
‘same thing ; Stantey felt 
that the 160 was a 
good car... 


tyres have got so much better and putting 
the power down isn't so much of a problem 
these days. The answer of putting the big 
tyres on made the 4-w-d a non-startei 

the 160s after the 


We sll did a bit of development but 
primarily there wasn‘ enough time. For 
Instance I would like to have fitted the rear 
wing and oil coolers alony 

as on the 201. But with 
night. 

Would’ you say that the whole racing pro- 
yramme, concelved around the 201, 


(00 late? 
[think the initial plan was all right. I think the 
first long term bits were drawn up and sent 


Pilbeam's first effort in F1 was the four-wheel drive BRM P67 in 1964. 
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off right at the end of August in 1973. That 
would have been all right but then we got 
involved over the winter when we built a 
Weslake-engined 160 which I'm sure you 
know about. I can't remember whether it 
was supposed to be a secret. Anyway, it 
took a lot of time because basically it still 
came back to the same thing; Stanley felt 
that the 160 was a good car and we weren't 
going to gain very much by building a new 
far. The engine was acknowledged to be 
the main problem and he didn’t have much 
hope of doing better with the 201 
Wasn't Stanley aware of what was going 
fon around him in racing ? 

I kept saying if you stand still now, even if 
the 201 is a good car, it'll still get blown 
off in about six or nine months’ time unless 
you start doing the right things to it 

Did the energy crisis hinder progres: 
That slowed us down a bit of course, but it 
was the actual literal approval to build the 


“ But Lauda seems 

to be able to analyse 

the important facets and 
tell you what it is doing 

and where it’s not doing it 


many people who 
personally have alway: 
Grand Prix driver. How have you got on with 
him over the past three years? 
Very. well really. He's very much an 
Individuatist, He's a big trier and I think if it 
hadn't been’ for his arm accident, he would 
have been a fantastic driver. He's sometimes 
had a problem with stamina on some types of 
wreult which are very hard on his arms but 
given a reasonable chance, he'll really try. 
Even when he's not apparently got much of 
f@ chance, he usually presses on pretty w 
T think at the end of this year though, he 
was getting more and more concerned with 
the. safety” aspect, certainly since Cevert'’s 
death of course and this has made a difference 
to him a bit 


He knows what a car's doing pretty well 
and what he tells you is pretty reliable. 
But [ think, like lots of other drivers, he 
gets his own opinion about one thing and 
ft gets in the way of his objective judgment. 
On one or two occasions, he's been convinced 
in his own mind that something is better. 
This can be a problem 
What about the other drivers you've worked 
with at BRM in FI? 
Well we've had some good ones really. Lauda, 
as far as I'm concerned, is the best sorter 
and developer of a car because he's very 
rarely wrong in his opinion of what the car's 
doing or what it needs basically, When he first 
drove for us he wasn't really all that 
impressive but I think he was just playing 
himself in 

Regazzoni's not bad but he doesn't really 
sort it, he just drives the thing. When he's 

sting Regazzoni drives it like he's racing 
He just clobbers it around all the time 
Why do you think that Lauda has this ts 
mendous analytical brain for one with so little 
experience 
He's had some experience with difficult cars 
fat times but he seems to have the feel of 
What the car's doing. Some drivers can feel 
What a car’s doing to such an extent, they can't 
pick out what the predominant characteristic 
is tike, but Lauda seems to be able to 
ynalyse the important facets and tell you 
what it is doing and where it's not doing 
There was quite a lot 
Lauda, Regazzoni and Sti 
did this affect the drivers’ working relationship. 
with you? 
Regazzoni was a bit fed up by the end of the 
year, particularly at Watkins Glen where, for 
various reasons, he didn't want to know 
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about BRM. He'd had this bad accident in 
South Africa and another one in an Alfa 
shortly afterwards and I think this put him 
off for = bit. He'd have various complaints, 
mostly about engines but the one that I was 
most concerned about was his unhappiness 
about the front suspension of the 160. 

‘The fact that It was too heavy? 

Yes, it was that, and the fact there was a 
problem with braking stability. That was the 
thing that he used to comment on as far as 
the car was concerned most of the time and 
whereas I knew about this, there was very 
Tittle I could do about it’ without starting 
again. 

jd_you talk to Lauda and Regazzoni about 
javing a new car? 

Oh yes. 

And they were enthusiastic? 

Lauda in ‘particular and I thought at that 
time that he was going to be our number one 
driver for the following year. So 1 talked 
to him a lot about it. He was quite 
enthusiastic certainly and I think at chat time, 
he thought that he would possibly be driving 
for us. Until he got this Ferrari offer that is 
I told him that 1 was proposing to design 
‘a car with inboard front Drakes, knowing that 
everyone was a little Bit nervous about it. 1 
Suid at the time that we must provide facil 
ities for outboard brakes in case we do run 
into big problems, His view, and I'm glad 
really, was that he'd be quite happy to go 
along’ with inboard brakes from the start if 
T thought {¢ was the right thing to do; to 
jump into the deep end and have a go. 
However, when he talked about the new 
car initially, he told me that he didn't think 
we'd be able to improve a great deal on the 
handling of the 160 because he was very happy 
with it 

Do you think you have improved on the 
with the 201? 

Yes I'm sure we have. For instance 
aerodynamically I know it is better because 
T've done a lot_of wind tunnel testing on 
both of them. From the handling point of 


ooo 
He is a little difficult 

to work with, more 

difficult than some perhaps, 

but maybe this is because 

he’s more familiar with 
working for Matra 


view it certainly is better. I won't say it 
hasn't got any problems, it has, in particular 
its reaction to different fuel loads. Turning 
into corners it is a lot better and it's lighter 
of course, although it's still not down to the 
woight limit 

Were you disappointed in the way Pescarolo 
went this year? 


The latest BRM was Pilbeam’s P201. The chassis was capable of obtaining results as it proved 
in the South African Grand Prix where Beltoise finished 2nd. 


‘Yes I was. I thought that perhaps he was a 
bit unlucky at times. I would have thought 
he'd have gone better than he did, He 
certainly never approached the times’ that 
Beltoise had achieved with the 201 even though 
the car was pretty much the same. I think 
he's a very good driver certainly but maybe 
he likes a different style of car, He is a little 
bit difficult to work with, more difficult tha 
Some perhaps, but maybe this is because he’ 
more familiar with working for the Matra 
people and their style 

Was it evident that drivers performances 
were being affected by the management ? 
Oh yes, I think on occasions they were less 
than interested really for one reason or an: 
other. 

‘Why was the car lacking in the power depart 
ment? What was lacking in the VI2 engine 
Tdon't really know. Test bed figures sometimes 
looked quite good. At Kyalami for instance, 
the engine that Beltoise used in the 201 was 
the best we've ever had to my knowledge. 
What power was that engine giving? 

I don’t want to start quoting figures but let's 
say well over 450 bhp. In any case, we don't 
put a 100 per cent reliance on test bed figures 
Because it all depends on torque curves and 50 
forth. However, we have had engines which 
never show up as being anything very specta: 


— 


“ | would like to have 
Lauda because if you 
were designing a new 
car then I'd like to 
have him sort it out 


cular on the test bed but in the car are quite 
responsive and seem to go better. Anyhow, 
T think they're redesigning them again at the 
moment 

Are the facilities at Bourne adequate? 

T would say they're very good actually. 1 
wouldn't say it couldn't be better. They've 
got four test beds of which two are regularly 
in use for Formula 1 engines. 

If you had the chance of running a two-car 
F1 team, who would you employ? 

1 would’ ike to have Lauda in one of them 
because if you were designing a new car, 
then T'd like to have him sort it out. He’ 
certainly very quick as well. As for the other 
one, there are so many quick drivers about, 
Perhaps Fittipaldi would be the other choice. 
He's so consistent and such an intelligent 
race driver which again is another thing about 
Beltoise. 

And next ye 
‘As for next year’s racing I think they'll have 
to attack the power problem, which Stanley 
admits exists, before anyone thinks about 
Griving for them. After all, it's been a bit 
Semoralising this year. 
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Purely personal 


” By 1976 it is 
hoped that a 
common formula 
will exist for 
Indianapolis, olf 
shorter ovals and 
‘ail road racing. To 
create this, it will 
be necessary to 
change some of 
the rules.” 


JON WOODNER 


Thirty-year-old American Jon Woodner has 
been campaigning one of the three works 
Norris Industries F500 Talons in the Ameri 
can F500 series throughout the year. 
Although the team has been unable to match 
the winning Lolas, both car and driver have 
improved greatly, especially in the final race 
at Riverside. Woodner is naturally anxious 
to wee @ good solid future for F5000 in the 
States. Here are his eloquent views on why 
the series must succeed for the sake of Ameri 
ean racing, 


Formula $000 as practised in the United 
‘States, does not parallel any Brisish or Euro- 
pean series, At a time of year during which 
formulae are reviewed, I think a prospective 
and retrospective of Formula 5000/USA Is in 
order. 

It is not unusual for a formula to star: @ 
year full of promise. Months before the first 
Face the rumour mills, Pit and Paddock not 
the least, have stellar lists of entrants, spon- 
‘sore and drivers all committed to a full season. 
‘As the season progresses the survivors of che 
pre-season cancellations, the early season 
“personality conflicts” and the later season 
“cost over-runs” (a nice aerospace metaphor) 
fare paiticipants in a series that always seems 
to rely more upon tradkional dates and folk. 
Tore/legend than upon the actual heroes in 
‘aitendance, This was most emphatically not 
the case as regards the SCCA/USAC Formula 
5000 series—Formula 5000 is ALIVE and 
WELL in America. 

To appraciate the significance of the emer 
gence of F5000/USA as the number one series 
in the country, consider first the inherited 
headaches common to all forms of American 
racing. Our mass media seem to know only 
Indianapolis. Indianapolis is not to be con. 
fused with the USAC champicnship series as 
a whole, The former is the largest sporting 
event in the United States; the latter can barely 
hold Ks head above water. Shorter USAC 
races this year have had very poor entries 
attracted by prize funds which total as little 
fas $30,000 (note that F5000 races carry @ 
$50,000 purse and Offy motors cost over 
$30,000 each). 

Nevertheless Indianapolis is the “biggie” of 
the American scene. It’s the whole Grand 
Prix circus all in ome month. Reports on 
practice and qualifying are ion every sports 
Page in the country and the final results are 
‘on every front page. There are no names in 
‘motor racing which can truly be called “house- 
hold words” in America except Mario Andretti, 
AJ Foyt and the reigning Indy champ. Jackie 
‘Stewart and Emerson Fittipaldi's (names) mean 
‘as little to the average sports fan as Leeds 
United. 

‘Then there is the Can-Am establishment, 
led by the SCCA executives, who for years 
have bullied entrants, promczers and the public 
into supporting a formula whose time has 
Jong passed. 

‘The Can-Am appealed because of its name 
stars, both European and American, and be- 
cause of its noisy, immensely fast cars. Apart 
from a hardcore of sports car fans, the people 
who patronised these races were generally 
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once-a-year spectators, afflicted with that 
y American trait of being motivated 
something touted as che biggest or 


ed ace those which offered the prospect of a 
weekend of camping, drinking, groping and 
fighting. Any race-going public, however, even 
one as basically unsophisticated as the crowds 
atiracted every year to Mosport, Elkhart, or 
the Glen by these delights, eventually begins 
to tire of a dreary processica of club racers 
being sys.ematically humiliated by one, or at 
best, two supercars 
The promoxers found themselves between a 
rock and a hard place, having on the cne 
hand a golden but frail and shrinking goose 
‘and cn the cher hand a series of formulae 
Which, due to a lack of traditional dates, 
proper publicity and Lhus status as “biggest 
Gnd best” had never really drawn spectators. 
Add to this the stultifying effect of the fuel 
crisis and the tragic Indianapolis race of last 
year, and you have the situation at the 
Sta! of the year. There were few ceams or 
sponsors ready to commit themselves to a 
Formula 5000 series. The promoters, already 
edgy about Formula 5000, began cancelling 
races or postponing them to indefinite dates 
feter in the year 
‘The Formula 5000 season opened on an 
almost desperate nce at Mid-Ohio where a 
field of cwenty2wo cars, of which only four 
or five were adequately prepared and com: 
petitive, showed up to qualify for twenty-eight 
Reid spots, At Riverside, the last race of the 
in, forty-eight entries appeared co qualify 
for the twerny-cight sarting spots. The field 
included four Indianapolis winners, at least 


five Formula 1 drivers, and at least twelve 
first class teams from the United States 
Canada, England and Australia, 1 shall not go 
into the 1974 season in any more detail be- 


cause, if you have been reading your Auto: 
SPORT, it is all well known, recent history. By 
any standards, the 1974 season was an un- 
‘Qualified success. 

‘Most formulae and/or series tend to 
appreach the future conservatively. They tend 
to keep the same basic rules and format 
attempting to cure operacional problems with 
mince rule changes but aiming to satisfy the 
same segment of the racing scene from year 
to year, Formula $000/USA, on the other 
hand, is attempting to change the basic layout 


of whe American racing scene through the 


‘efforts of its car owners, entrants, prom 
fand the SCCA/USAC organisation 

‘By 1976 it is hoped that a common for: 
mula will exist for Indianapolis, all shorter 
ovals and all road racing. To create this. it 
will be necessary to change some of the ruies 
This must be done in order to make the cars 
more compatible with the dual track format 
At the same Gime, care must be taken to keep 
the character of the formula intact, Le, stock 


block motors and chassis which can be series- 
produced at reascnable cost. The latter requires 
that the basic design parameiers be kept 
close enough to the requirements of European 
Formulae 5000 %0 allow a common chassis 
design. 

The oval racing format requires a car with 
more horse-power than our current Formula 
5000 cars, in order to put on an acceptable 
show. At a recent test at Michigan Internation 
al Speedway, a Formula 5000 car lapped in 
the low 180 mph bracket, whereas the current 
Indy cars lapped at or near 200 mph. I is felt 
that Jahn Q. Public will not consider laying out 
his dollars to watch cars lap at a mere 
180 mph when he has become educated to 
the fact that real race cars go 200 mph, 
Bearing in mind there is a long. standing 
policy on the pare of USAC to gradually phase 
but cars and formulae which become obsolete 
lt is reasonable to expect USAC regulations 
to fumher restrict the boost allowed on a 
turbo Offy 20 as to allow about 600 bhp. At 
present they are restricted to a level which 
Produces about 700 bhp. 

A366 cid (6-lire) “Formula 5000" motor 
would produce about ‘the same power (600 bhp) 
for about one third the cost of an Offen- 
hauser. If USAC authorises the lowered boost 
and the 386 oid stock block limit, it would be 
a step towards an all stock block formula for 
1976 

If these changes occur, the onus will be 
upon Formula $000 to change as well, I 
expect a great deal of snivelling and yammer- 
Ing from the owners, entrants, tc, about such 
a change, but I believe it's in the best long 
range interests of all concerned and I believe 
ic will happen. 

The motcrs are, after all, easily converted 
to ssix litres; a Salitre Chev heeds only a poke 
and stroke (and you can do that with stock 
components), The cars would need a stronger 
gearbox but the DG300 is overstressed even 
by the motors we now use. The rest of a 
current Formula 000 chassis would need 
Mtetle, if any, change, 

The most unpleasant effect of this sort of 
evolution is that it would tend to move us, 
once again, out of the mainstream of inter: 
national racing. Ideally, 1 would envisage 
Formula 3000/Europe and Formula 5000/ 
Tasman also changing to 366 CID. This would 
make these cars the equal of Formula One 
cars in terms of lap times 
but Improve spectator ape 
ing such a development, the worst effect of 
an inconsistency in displacement limits would 
be the necessity of a motor change and rebuild 
when a team does a Trans Atlantic or Trans 
Pacific hop. 1 fully expect Formula 
5000/USA to be the most competitive and 
importane series in the United States next 
year, and in che future second only to Formula 
‘One in terms of world-wide significance. 


Jon Woodner goes wide in his Talon. James Hunt's Eagle fottows. 
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second. 


BRANDS HATCH 


Bob Jarvis took the Davrian to an easy victory over Robin Gray's Morgan Plus §, 


jen here in 


Barry Foley takes Courage 


At the second of the Brands Hatch winter 
élub meetings the Sevenoaks & District MC 
Organised a slick series of six races on 
Sunday with the 18 lap Courage Formule 
Libre Trophy as the main bill of fare. Your 

Ci ry Foley took his 
nj victory in this 


rt 
start on the part of one 
‘of the large Special Saloon car drivers which 
lented quite few people's cars and pockets. 
‘As usual, from the minute he took off 
from the outside of the grid there didn’t 
Seem to be any doubt that John Homewood’ 
Kent Messenger Imp would win the small 
‘Special Saloon race. Any challenge that Brian 
Prebble's Imp looked like giving was spun 
on the slippery surface at Clearways 
the second time round and from then on all 
the interest centred around his fight back 
‘walle Homewood maintained 
to six second lead over the 
of the field. John Schneider (Mini) tried 
hard to keep Prebble at Day, losing out at 
Paddock on the eighth lap but still keeping 
him in sight until the end. This leading trio 
pulled well away from the battling Imps of 
Cokn Craven and) David Hall. Taxi 
proprietor Gerry Glass was next up and the 
Well deserved winner of the 850 class with 
his Shepherd Mini 
The Formula Ford race appeared to be a 
four unit diesel train as Rick Morris (Hawke 
DLI1), Frank Hopper (Crossie 25F), Mike 
Blanchet (Lotus 61M), and Chris ‘Mudge 
(Merlyn Mk 25), trailed each other round for 
ten laps. The first four positions on the lap 
chart may not have changed throughout the 
Face but it was always in doubt especially 
when Hopper made an attack on lap seven 
‘only to fall foul of some backmarkers and 
In his turn, come under pressure from 
Jerseyman, Blanchet. A second astack on the 
last lap brought Hopper to within 0.2 s of 
Morris but it was too late. 


Graham Wenham’s performance in the Mini 
Seven race was one of the 

day. He was slow off pole position and 
engulfed by the field which enabled Chris 
‘Tyrrell to take the lead, chased inkially by 
Graham Woske:t. By lap three Tyrrell 

to be pulling away but Wenham wa: 
Pushing Woskert and by half d 
through t0 second place. From then on he 
gradually pulled Tyrrell on. On lap eight the 
pair were side by side round Clearways but 
fo wasn't until Paddock that Wenham could 
get past and full away, lights ablaze. The 
final exckement of the race came as Hugo 


Shipley closed to within one second of 
Woskert in a minute attempt to grab 
third place. 


While pole position man, Barry Foley w 
very slow off the mark in the Formule Li 
race Evan Clements (Brabham BT28/35) really 
slammed his way through from the second row 
and into the lead. He didn't get any farther 
than the apex of Druids though for he spun 
there, letting Bruce Venn's Elden Super Vee 
get away from the rest. However, like Wen- 
ham in the previous race, Foley war making up 
for lost time and quickly caught Venn, pasting 
him imo a first place that was never 
challenged. The rest of the field, however 
made for some exciting racing. Venn's sump 
was bottoming and eventually a seal broke, 
thereby leaking too much oll for him to 
continue. Tyres with too low @ proffe were 
to blame. Second place battle therefore became 
a hectic scrap between Robin Smythe's GRD 
274 and Peer Deal's Gryphon C75 with the 
pair swapping places until they crossed the 
line almost side by side with the experienced 
Deal just getting the verdict. 

These two had, in their turn, broken away 
from a furious six car dice early on which 
had included eventual fourch place man, 
Damien Magee. Magee was driving the only 
Super Ford to turn up, Philip Guerola’s 
Palliser 74. The Irishman bad just driven the 
car for half an hour the previous day and 
only had a set of slicks available for this 
one-off drive. 


Those smart chocolate Davrian Mk 5s of 
Bob Jarvis and Pat Longhurst were quickest 
in practice for the Modsports race, However 
charging through from the second row Robin 
Gray's Morgan +8 forced them apart. He was 
no match for Jarvis though who sailed away 
to one of the easiest victories of the day, 
steadily ing his lead until it stood at 
over half a minute, Gray, though, came under 
fire from Peter King's Don Moore prepared 
Elan, losing and then regaining his second 

istance, The pair were really 
final ‘effort came to naught 
ickmarker got in the way. Barry Wood 
(Ginetta G15) kept a steady fourth place with 
Longhurst the only other driver not to be 
lapped, Class winners were Gray, King, Jarvis 
and John Ovens (MG Midget). 

Running a similar engine 10 George Hill's 
RAC Rally car and with unscrubbed tyres, 
Gerry Marshall found winning with his DTV 

Bob Jarvis had 
ras left after the 
joon race. Zekia Redjep (Escort 
BDG) had driven aggressive:y chrough {rom thi 
third row, using the grass and forcing his 
way into the front runners as they went into 
Paddock. In the resulting coming togethers a 
number of smart motor cars were dented, some 
quick drivers held up, and Alain Lempereur 
and lan Bax (Minis) forced to retire, 

Nick Whiting (Escort) maintained a steady 
second place as Marshall pulled away. 
Initially pole position man Terry Harmer held 
third spot until a lose exhaust forced him 
into the pits. He retumed to the race in 
sixth place, sti good enough to dominate 
the 1300 cé class. Drive of the race «hough 
must have been Colin Hawker's In the Tole 
mans Delivery Capri. Held up én the first lap 

acas he was tenth at the end of the first 
lap. ‘The field melted away before him as he 
really motored on to thied place and Who 
Fiven another lap Whiting, was in his 


the BBC's “champlonship for 
under 21s in a new Magnum 2.3, drove a 
jonely race for fourth place in_his Viva GT 
ahead of fellow Vauxhall pilot Tony Whibley 


renza). 
IAN WAGSTAFF 
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SEMPERIT RADIALS HAVE 
A WAY OF MAKING YOUR CAR 
FEEL YEARS YOUNGER. 


Semperit Radials are designed to 
bring out the best performance in all 
driving conditions. That’s why you'll 
notice the difference when youfitthem. 

Your steering will feel improved. 
More positive. Steadier. 

Your cornering will have that touch 
more assurance. You'll feel more in 
charge than you've felt for years. 

And your braking will be sharper. 
More definite. Grippier. And safer too. 

That’s what Semperit Radials will 
do. Because their carefully balanced 
construction makes sure they perform 
superbly in every area — not like some 
tyres, well in one area at the sacrifice of 
others. 


That’s why Semperit Radials came 
out on top in international motoring 
magazine tests. 

Better performance from tyres you 
can be sure of, means better driving. 
And that means safer driving too. All 
very good reasons for fitting Semperit 
Radials to your car. 

Just see how young it feels. 


SEMPERIT RADIALS 


Like a safety belt for your car. 


“At Boreham, the man who 
packs the service car is as important as 
the man who drives the rally car” 


Be like the experts- 


Get real engine 


Boreham is a disused airfield deep in the Essex 
countryside. It’s the home of Ford’s dedicated 
Competitions Department—the men who 
prepare Ford’s Rally entries. The curious are 
discouraged from visiting the site by its 
absence from any map and by its cryptic sign 
posting. Three white bars painted ona 
telegraph pole is all that marks the slip road 
that leads to the main gate 


‘The Service Car that follows the 
team. It’s packed with over 100 spares 
and tools to cover every eventuality — 
“Bungy Octopus’ rubbers, suspension 
units, a complete gearbox—and, 

of course, Shell Super Multigrade. 


HOW THE 
EXPERTS DO IT 


N°3 


Peter Ashcroft is Ford’s Competitions Manager 

and the man in charge at Boreham. He signs top drivers 
for the top events. Timo Makinen, Roger Clark, 
Hannu Mikkola, Tom Walkinshaw and Markku Alen 
are recent members of the Finn-British alliance that has 
proved so successful for Fords. Of his preference for 
Shell Super Multigrade, he says “Competition stresses 
did result in troubles with oil—until we switched to 
Shell. Since then, no problem”. 


Group 1 ShellSPORT Capri 
by Tom Walkinshaw—winner of 3-litre 
class in the British Touring Car 
Championship. The car is Borcham- 
prepared from head to tail. 


Adjusting a limited slip differential. The 
mechanics at Boreham are, quite simply, 
the best in the business. They have to be. 


Shell Super Multigrade is different from 
other Multigrade oils. Its unique additive, 
Styrene Butadiene Co-polymer (the 
‘muscle molecule’) makes it shear-stable 
right through its life in the engine. Other 
oils can slip ‘out of grade’ and begin losing 
protective power afier as little as 500 miles. 


Any tool you could ever need is held 
at Boreham —and for special jobs, the 
engineers make their own. 


protection-change to Shell Super Multigrade. 


“Since we switched to Shell, no problems” Peter Ashcroft, Competitions Manager. 


Yours 
foronly 


£1 


°K BIG FULL COLOUR SHOTS 
Ideal for framing & wall mounting 
2K DOZENS OF BACK UP SCENES 
Racing atmosphere from major Grands Prix 
2K DETACHABLE SHEET FOR 
EACH MONTH 


—— 
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HURRY! 


Post this coupon today and beat the rush! 


idyear. Their tyres have [ 


To: Goodyear Calendar Offer, Advertising Dept. 


The 1974 Formula 1 season was as successful as ever f 
been on every winning car in Formula 1 since September 1872 ies Gonarew cofendat Otter Ai 
Last year they produced ther first Grand Prix racing calendar and the demand soodyeer Tyre & Rubber Co Ltd, 
fantastic. For 1975 they have produced another magnificent souvent calendar 19°17" [| Bushbury. Wolverhampton, WV10 6DH. 
in size, crammed with superb colour photography that captivates al the glamour, speed, Please send me 
txeitemen and dam the ternational motor racing scene [_enctose remittance for £ 
The calendar is offered once again at £1 only, and this is an all inclusive price which 
includes AT. packaging and postage to your dot. The calendars beaubflly pind 
onan paper with a separate sheet for every month. Each page has a portfolio of seven 
shots from the 1974 Grand Prix plus Le Mans, headed by a stunning full width picture I 


ndar(s) at £1 each, 


Name 
Address 


that is ideal for framing or wall display, and this year the calendar is wire bound, which 
makes it very easy to detach the sheets after the month has passed 

Ata quid all in, it’s terrific value. The calendars are available immediately. all you 
have to do is fill in the coupon and mail it straight away to Goodyear. If you want 
than one, just enclose a note of where you wish the other calendars to be sent 1, 


Please make cheques/postal orders payable to: 
I The Goodyear Tyre & Rubber Co (GB) Ltd’ ASI 


Point missed 


‘After reading your editorial comments 
in last week's Issue together with the remarks 
that have been made in previous issues con- 
cerning the legality cf Formula Ferd engines, 
Kt seems that everyb=dy has missed the poiry 
‘The regulations are clearly laid down. If 
these rules are broken the people responsible 
should be punished. I cannot understand 
why your magazine has nct backed che RAC 
decision in disqualifying the people ccncerned. 
If Formula Ford Is to be run prcperly, the 
press should back the party running che For- 
mula, 
The point is that to complain that the 
gasket 1s 80 many thou too thick or too 
to do with the meter. The 
ion ratio on Richard 
"s engine did no: comply with the regu- 
‘The driver and engine tuners should 
make certain that their equiemen. Is to che 
Teter cf the law, I pers=nally would like to 
thank the RAC for taking a strong line at 
last. 


fone peint that 1 do agree on and 
tha: there should be a co-ordinator 
beween the driver, scrutineers and Ford. 1 
would like to see somecne lke Cclin Vander 
Vell given this job. After all, he is the person 
who stated these procests In Fermula Ford; 1 
am sure the: because of his vast knowledge 
of Formula Ford, he would be respected by 
both drivers and ‘crganisers. 

Lonoon, SW11. 


A. THOMPSON. 


Action wanted 


1 have followed Formula Ford for a number 
sand, as each year goes by, the 
‘the Formula becomes; the petty back 

\ecusations throughout the formula 

‘worse 

Now the RAC have taken a firm line on 
two competitors, we have excuses from various 
feaders as to why the engines were illegal 
‘There are many people who moan about the 
RAC not doing anyching; now they have done 

ty of the engines, 

‘more complaints. 
fied ? 

1 wrote to you last year and suggested 
that Colin Vandervell should be appointed 
to the RAC to look after the formula. Now 
We have a situation where Mr Pollock says 
“Bring back Torinos," when, only nine 
months ago, he ‘was complaining about the 
price and wear of these tyres No wonder 

entrants turned up to 
T'can remember the days when 
‘were allowed and drivers ured <o 

‘eight to. 10 races out cf there 

Teasonable bonus money thus 
‘were able to recoup some of their 


‘Only 80 per cent of 
his meeting. 


It is about time this squabbling stopped 
‘and some firm action was taken in the interest 
Of all the competitors, otherwise the Formula 
will be degra 


Miss MARIA ANTHONY. 


Coutier Starr, Ke) 


Torino Pillock 


After the meeting that I called at Snecterton 
Inst weekend, 1 think that I can speak for 
the majority of FF d:ivers. 

Tt was evident co us all that the leading 
25 drivers in FF have been using illegal 
engines, wheels and special compaund Tevinos 
—this is why I've always come in 26th. We 
‘also. decided chat following our formula's 
tradition the first 25 drivers in all champion- 
ship rounds should be disqualified thus mak 
Ing me overall champion. 
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Correspondence 


I suggest thet for mext year, taking into 
account Boyte's Law which qualifies the tyre 
wear by the amount of hot alr produced, an 
‘economical make of remould should be speci- 
fled by the RAC. 


SNETTERTON, NORFOLK. TORINO PILLOCK. 


Complacent ? 


Now that the world championship has been 
decided and the season is drawing to its 
close, may I be given the chance of jogging 
the powers to be im our sport out of their 
eor,lacency 

week in your columns we read of 

differences, ‘and, 

is are the life 
‘our sport, 1 feel that we are too inward look- 
ing. Something is drastically wrong when over 
20,000 spec.stors attend 
meeting and aumbers far le 
two major end-of-season int 
of course, to the BA 1000 and Motor Show 
200. 

‘When will the RAC drivers, constructors, 
organise:s realise that there is far (oo much 
racing and far too many classes of racng 
in England to be supported by the number 
of spectators who go racing. We have to face 
facts, al press are not in 
motor racing to the extent of foot 
and the pubic #0 on paying th 
bitant entrance present being charged. 

‘What, may we ask, Is the answer to our 
problems? 

First we must drastically reduce the number 
of formulae being raced and, secondly, cut 
back the number of races (0 more acceptable 
proportions, This will have s number of 
effects, if the racing is reduced k would mean 

pectaiors (0 cover the com of races 
reduced number of 
greater publicky could be lavished on 
the events by organisers and the exclusivity 
of fewer meetings should also inc ‘hs 
nce. In these days of fina 
ters and cut backs the economics speak for 
themselves, We are far too dependent on 
large commercial sponsors and, in view of 
the numbers of companies in financial trouble, 
the end result speaks for itself. 

Secondly let us look at the actual state of 
the sport. Every year we are greeted with & 
new formula, this year Renault 5, next year 
Formula Super Ford and so on. Any seni 
person will realise this is ridiculous and the 
spot Just cannoc substan.late an increasing 
number of formulae, let alone the present 
formulae. A reduction by half would have 
the effect of increasing the number of en- 
trants/dilvers in the remaining formula which 
can only be good for the sport. Example: 
Motor Cycling. It has retained the same classes 
for years, only ad@ng F750, and yet the 
number of spectators goes up'each year. An 
Ideal situation for motor racing would be a 
number of club formulae plus international/ 
club training formulae then the International 
Formulae 

My proposals will no doubt cause a lot of 
argument, bu: not as much of an argument 
when motor sport begins to fold which surely 
ke will do, unless we reaiise the faults now 
land try to remedy them. 

Loxpox. 


cK. Gn. 


Thank you 


On behalf of the Simon'2 Company I should 
like to pay tribute to all those who helped 
to make our participation in the 1974 motor 
racing season $0 successful 

‘This was our first full year of involvement, 
with the Simoniz Special Saloon Car Chi 
Pionship, and the Richard Lioyd/Rob Potter 
Prepared Simoniz Camaro, We have met some 


delightful people, made a host of friends, 
while enjoying the season into the bargain. 
‘We ‘would like to thank all spectators, 
yors, circuit officials, that rare breed 
the unpaid track marshals for their 
loyal and wiling service throughout the sea- 
son. Finally at che end of the day as a sponsor 
we have to weigh up the publicity that has 
accrued. We have, Sir, received our fair share 
of commentary through the columns of your 
journal; i is appreciated. 
We look forward to st 
1975, 
Lonvon, WC1, 


ing everyone tn 


R. J.C. Line 
(Managing Director, Simoniz). 


Almost good 


How nice of the BBC to give us some motor 
racing from Thruxton last Saturday, They 
almost did a good job but it fell short in 
‘some. directions. 

The camera work was generally pretty 
g00d, but couldn't they have held it at the 
Complex during the Morgan first lap incident ? 
Murray Walker had obviously done a lot_of 
research and generally he came over well, But 
Surely someone could have told him that Ted 
Wentz was in a new Lola, Wella, as sponsors 


Knew—then their golden boy would have 
being doing even better. 

Really though my main bone of contention 
was that no effort was made to really get into 


the action. We had shots of Jones chucking 
his helmet away, Wentz inspecting his broke 
blowing up but no insight 

iy happened to these thre 
who were all leading at the time. I presume 
Faces were recorded, could they not 
have inserted quick Interviews with then 
unfortunate gentlemen. Cars racing round 
circu can be just as boring or exciting 
athletes running round a track. The real 
interest Is the behind the scenes story and 
this, I feel, was missed in the Thruxton 


5 a little is better than nothing, 
AUDERLY Ebor, CHESHIRE, J. SPENCER. 


Admire, please 


I have just been re-reading the report in 
Avrosrort of the July VSCC_ Silverston 
meeing and am astonished once again at 
the remarks on the Bentley-Napier. May I 
point out one or two things to Robin Rew? 

1, The VSCC do not find this car objection. 
able, Indeed the ex-editor of the Club 
magazine considered it, in 1972, to be the 
car-of-the-year. 

‘2. If you purchase a car of this sort you 
don't expect to use it for “occasional out- 
ings. 

3. If only the “genuine racing cars of the 
Vintage era" raced at these meetings the 
fields would be very thin indeed. 

‘4. If any car which was superior to other 
cars was withdrawn, then we would have to 
withdraw any driver who was superior to any 
other_driv 

5. This car provides a spectacle unrivalled 
by anything today and is in the true Vintage 
tradition. 

6. Robin Rew may be able to go to all the 
meetings but most of us cannot and would 
therefore most likely miss the "* occasional out- 
ings" and so be denied this glorious sight. 

7. To have produced a 
make it driveable round 


‘Llewellyn did and as Morley does, should 
call forth our deepest admiration. Could we 
lesser mortals stop knocking it please ? 

T. V. BRerrent, 
ENGLEFIELD GREEN, SuRREY. 


ee 


How much does it cost? 
Formula two as a privateer 


BRIAN LEWIS tells IAN PHILLIPS how it really is 


In this, the first of an occasional series we 
intend to publish this winter on the cost of 
competing In various formulae, we talked to 
F2 private team manager Brian Lewis. Brian 
Lewis Racing have been the only unspon- 
sored British private team in Formula Two 
this year and last week Brian explained the 
financial side and the difficulties that face a 
private team in one of the major inter- 
ational formulae. 

Brian Lewis first became interested and 
involved in_motor sport while working for 
Aston Martin before he moved to Alan Mann 
Racing where he was involved in the Ford 
GT40" project from start to finish, over a 
period of six years, ending up as workshop 
manager with 32° mechanics. After that 
followed a brief spell in F2 with Jobn 
Coombs for Jackie Stewart and Jack Brab- 
ham and then Fl wih Brabham Sor Graham 
Hil, before going back to Cocmbs again for 
F2.' Midway through 1972 he switched to 
Tom Bolso's Dan Block team in F2 and did 
some modification work to the troublesome 
BT38, fitzing a front radiator and different 
bodywork, which saw it net some of the big 
prize money at the Rothmans 50,000, 

At the end of '72 there were offers from 
Belso and March to. w the factors 
However, this required a major upheaval 
but after a talk with Max Mosely the idea 
of Brian Lewis Racing was evolved. “1 wanted 
to run my own F2 outfit away from the 
politics and hassle of a factory, Max told me 
to find some money and establish my own 
outfit and offered me cars and drivers to 
run, I found two backers and was able to 
get premises, a transporter and equipment 
to run the cars, while March came up with 
two cars, engines, wheels, the whole bit, 
‘and, of course, nominated ‘the drivers, initi 
ally Mike Beuttler and Colin Vandervell. 1 
had a contract with March whereby they 
paid me a set fee to run the cars per race. 
Everything was on loan for the whole season 
‘and they took all the prize money. Actually 
it worked out very well. There was a mini- 
mum of aggravation and I think they were 
quite happy. From 32. starts we had 17 
finishes in the first six. It was @ good season 
which got us established and laid the foun- 
dations for a good relationship with March 

“For 1974 both March and I wanted to do 
the same thing but they could not find any 
takers for their deal, which was priced at 
£29,000 per driver. ‘It may have seemed 
expensive then but nowadays it is a joke 

|. Of course, we were then left in the 
wilderness, so I had to go out and find 


Chevron, set-up but after two months of talk 
T got fed up and decided to drop out, 
‘although they carried on. Once more 1 had 
to look for an alternative, 

“In the meantime Bill Gubelmann had 
‘approached me with a stnilar deal as we'd 
had with March. He'd supply everything, 
including mechanics, and I'd run it for him 
and take care of all the hassle. The deal 
with Bill was based on my experiences in 
1973 and he paid me @ total during the year 
of something like £3,500 for getting the car 
from A to B basically. This may sound a lot 
but when you consider petrol is nearly £1 
gallon in some countries and a trip to 
Germany to pick up an engine could be £100, 
then it wasn't too bad. I think Bill was 
happy. 

“Anyway, we had half a deal so 1 thought 
I could sort something out to run our own 
car rather than go into the cold. I came up 
with a deal to run Andy Sutcliffe in our 
own car and at our own expense—a genuine 
Private effort. 

“The company, Brian Lewis Racing, came 


30 


up with the ex-Jarier championship-winning 
car, but I had to find outside finance for 
two engines and the running costs. Basically 
T'’phoned up my best friend, Val Donoghue, 
owner of the company which makes Memory 
Devices, a pocket computer He's always 
been vaguely interested and had been to a 
few races but he didn't want to get involved 
on a big level with his company, just a 
personal low key involvement. I explained 
the situation I was in and that I needed 
money for two engines or £12,000, After a 
Short chat he agreed one engine there and 
then and then the following day he agreed 
to put in £12,000. In the end it turned out 
to be £13,000. 

"We picked Andy Sutcliffe as he'd driven 
once for us before in Sweden last year and 
he looked a good up-and-coming driver 
with potential. Also, of course, he wasn't 
too expensive. 

'So there it was in February last year, all 
sec up. We did not expect to make money 


Brian Lewis, teams manager. 
out of it but we did expect to break even 
if we finished consistently in the first six 
The balance of the money we needed to run 
the outfit we reckoned would come from the 
money the car earned plus Gubelmann's fee. 
‘Why did Bean choose to. go into F2 
knowing he would do no better than. break 
ven, when he could have, perhaps, done a 
ii-making F500 or Atlantic deal? 
‘Well, basically, the people who came up 
with the finance for the company in the first 


THE BALANCE SHEET 


This March 723/4 represents an investment of some £46,000 during the years. 


was just £21,000, 


Its return 


MEMORY 
DEVICES 
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Andy Sutcliffe in the 


place had an interest in F2, Like some people 
Rave a boat and go sailing at the weekend 
these people are interested In motor racing 
‘Their involvement is a fun deal, and they 
are happy in -F2—and they cover the losses. 

It was after @ very short time that we 
realised that we would lose money during 
the year but we never realised quite how 
much, I think it Is almost impossible to make 
money out of F2. I reckon that one of the 
factory cars only brings in about £2,800 for 
fa win and that includes bonuses, which these 
days are considerably less than’ before. This 
year the only trade bonuses available were 
£500 from ‘Goodyear and £100 from Cham- 
pion, Last year, when we were running 
Colin Vandervell, he was getting bonuses 
from. Castrol, STP, Firestone and Champion 
Worth something like £900. This year there 
Was only, £600 available. ‘The earning cap- 
bilities. were generally less in 1974 than 
in 73." 

Looking through the balance sheet on the 
ppasite page of the expenditure on one car, 
we went on to discuss certain items which 
may ‘seem 0 be expensive, to determine tha’ 

the expenditure was fsceesary 

Firstly, the chassis. This was bought 
per 1973. specification, for €4,400, not a bad 
Buy these days. As we all know March did 
a. great deal of development on the shape 
of thelr F2 cars during the year, Did Brian 
have to buy all the bits? 

“We knew there was going to be develop- 
ment in this area during the year and our 
original deal with March included an updat- 
ing kit for the side radiator and bodywork, 
Which saved a. great deal of money. It wi 
this which upset. most of the customers, who 
had to spend a tot of money on it to’ keep 
up with the works. After that it became 
largely a thing of flaps on the nose and 
monster brackets. What we actually did for 
a monster bracker was (ake a drawing out 
of a magazine, scale it up and build our 
‘own. Any other bits that appeared we just 
took @ sketch in the paddock and went away 
‘and made them. This enabled us to save a 
Tot of money 

"We had two engines from the BMW fac- 
tory and they were maintained by the works. 
However, there is a subtle difference of 
about 10 bhp between works maintained 
engines for works cars and just plain works 
maintained engines as ours were, But basic~ 
ally BMW did a fantastic job for their 
Customers and tried hard to keep the cost 


down. They will take engines co the air. 
port and air freight them without charging 
Ind they alzo had a van at all the circuts, 


except Enna, which delivered rebuilt engines 
and took away the next ones. This was an 
excellent service and made rebuilding in 
Germany a worthwhile proposition. 

“We had two major blow-ups during the 
year, plus five routine rebuilds. The biggest 
be the bioW-ups was about £3,000, which 
included just about everything except the 
cylinder head. The other one was £2,000 
after a valve had done a nasty. The routine 
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rebuilds were for things like new pistons 
and they ran out at about £1,000 a time. At 
the beginning of the year we thought we 
could run two races on one engine but you 
are kidding yourself to think that; it's the 
exception rather than the rule. We did man- 
age it on ¢wo occasions. We could have 
managed it, perhaps more often, but nig. 
Bling little’ problems necessitated changing 
more frequently 

“The gearboxes are not really expensive 
themselves but it’s the investment in the 
gears which warrants a large initial outlay 
You do need to have the ratios but it's an 
Investment, we only spent £170 in replace: 
ments on an outlay of £1,210. We used ten 
ratios this year and, if the driver is sensible, 
you only write off one per meeting. You do 
Consume two dog-rings per race though, 
which is equal to the price of one ratio. The 
box. itself needs maintenance every three 
races but, if you look after st well, then it 
shouldn't cost too much. We only had one 
rebuild which was £150. 

“At the beginning of the year it was our 
intenilon to ran on Firestone tyres but, after 
practice at Barcelona, we switched to Good: 
year and stayed with them. We had to buy 
tach tyre which averaged out at £150 per 
meeting for four tyres. We had excellent 
co-operation from Goodyear and our saving 
here was that we would run the tyre from the 
previous meeting for the first session 
Practice and then follow the works for the 
Fest of the thme. I think that with Firestone's 
withdrawal the tyre situation could improve 
Te will reduce development costs and there 
will only be two types of tyre available. 
with ‘no magic compounds being introduced 
from race to race. The costs should be lower 
or at least stay the same. I see it as a bad 
thing that there is anly one supplier, but 
from a customer point of view i should be 
a good thing 

‘We reckon that you have to have a 
minimum of three sets of wheels before you 
‘actually go racing. The set on the car, one 
Set for wets and the other for spares. There's 
no way you can get away with Jess, but 
four sets is ideal and would not realiy be 
silly expense 

“in addition to having the main parts to 
make the car go, you've got to carry a load 
of spares. We had virtually a spare car in 
the transporter and, taking all the parts at 
retail price over the counter, this amounts 
to something like £1,500 plus a further £700 
for a monocoque. Obviously you don’t really 
need a menccoque but we got into a situa 
tion where we did. We had only one week 
between races at one stage and in order to 
make the second one we had to buy a second 
tub, 

“We had one major accident which cost us 
£2,500 to repair the car, so we insured it 
for the remaining five races which cost us 
£450 in premiums. During that time we only 
broke one wheel so we didn't claim, but had 
we had another shunt it would not have been 
50 expensive. In future we shall insure 


sponsored Brian Lewis March holds off Michel Leclere in the heavily backed Elf 2. 


whatever cars we run. 

“We didn't spend as much on testing as 
is ideal in running something as competitive 
as F2. We had five days for ten races when 

jeally, as a minimum, you should have at 
ast as many test days as races. 

‘Our expenditure for running that one car 
ourselves was a siaggering £46,395." 

So, what income can come from compating 
in F2 to add to the resale value of the goods 
at the end of the year? 

“I reckon we earned about £1,000 per race 
that we did, which, of ‘course, is nowhere 
near break-even point. About £300 of that is 
made up of travel and start money. We had 
two mechanics, the transporter and a run- 
about van, which is the minimum required, 
and that ‘worked out, on average, to cost 
£650 per race caking into account food, fuel 
and ferry crossings. 

“There was virally no trade support 
although you can do deals on fuel in some 
countries. They gave, maybe, 60 gallons if 
you carry three ‘or four stickers. That's all 
we ever found. You're really dreaming if you 
expect Mr X ‘to jump out of the crowd at 
each race and give you £1,000 to carry his 
stickers. Until we started to rem the car it 
ran totally without advertising. Except. for 
one of the deals, March organised all the 
rent-a-drives and’ they did not charge us 
‘much for that. The prize money is not really 
@ great deal and 0 our earnings were not 
that high. 

“Estimating the resale value of the equip- 
ment we have at £11,500 (the initial outlay 
was about £18,000) ‘and adding our race 
Income, we have earned £21,500. 

“Against our expenditure ‘of £46,395 this 

jesents a loss of £24,895, 

“Yd still like to do F2 next year but, of 
course, I need a sponsor who will put in 
sensible money. We learned an awful tot 
this year and T've got ideas about how I 
would go about it again, For instance, we 
never looked big enough, never set our sights 
high enough. When we did we had agree- 
ment from. Vittorio” Brambilla and Clay 
Regazzoni (who didn't turn up) to drive the 
cars. Brambilla only altered the rear roll-bar 
2 quarter of an inch and was third quicke 

without even trying. The car was obviously 
okay, we just didn't look high enough for 
drivers 

“We may continue to rent the car on a 
race-by-race basis as we did in the second 
part of this year. There are a number of 
capable drivers in Europe with £5,000 or 
£6,000 to spend, who will never get any 
more, but could have a couple of good F2 
outings. 

“I'd prefer to have a driver for the whole 
year and try to win the championship; that’s 
my aim of being in F2—given the right 
circumstances we could do it. We and other 
private entrants, though, cannot afford, 
obviously, to compete in something with 
Such poor financial return. We've lost: nearly 
£25,000, others have probably lost a great 
deal more. 
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hours later, he is allowed to bum ¢o death 
because nobody has the knowledge or the 
equipment to save him. 

There never was a racing driver more 
Italian in looks, personality and temperament 
than Lorenzo” Bandini but, although of 

falian parentage, he was actually born in 
North Africa, at’ Barce in Cyrenaica, After 
three years, his family moved back to Ialy, 
settling in’ Florence. Lorenzo developed an 
obsession with cars early in life, and became 
an apprentice mechanic when he was 15 years 
old, working at the garage of oné Signor 
Freddi ia Milan. Signor Freddi was to play a 
large part in Bandini's Efe. After five years 
Bandini was able to sex up on his own but 
his aspirations went far beyond owning 
garages. He was going to be a race driver 
and he was going to drive for Ferrari. But 
where to start? Well, the first tentative steps 
were taken in an obscure biliclimb at Castell 
"Arqua:o-Vernasca in 1957, at the wheel of 
a Fiat 1100, borrowed from a grateful custo- 
mer. He was 20 years old ‘and he finished 


15th in nis class... not exactly an auspicious 
debut. But the ice had been broken, the first 
steps taken, and Lorenzo was far from dis- 


mayed. Signor Freddi lent him another Fiat 
1100, then bought him a Flat V8 followed 
by a Lancia Appia Zagato. After the Portago 
disaster in the 1957 Mille Migiia, the event 
was run as a. glorified rally in ‘58, Loren 
entered the Lancia and won his class, doing 
himself a great deal of good in the process 
The death of Luigi Musso meant that Italy 
now had no world-class racing driver, and 
the Press was clutching at straws, Honour 
was at stake; a successor had to be found, 


In an effort io find the next Italian World 
Champion, Count Johnny Lurani conceived 
2 now class of motor racing, Formula Junior: 
a low cost single-seater formula, Lorenzo 


Bandini, and scores of other hopefuls, could 
have asked for nothing more, Towards the 
end of 1958, Lorenzo bought a Volpini Fi 
car, Which ‘resembled a mini-Vanwall, In 
September, he took part in his first single. 
seater race, the Sicilian Gold Cup, and 
finished third in both heats, 

During 1959 and 1960, Lorenzo became one 
of the leading lights in Formula Jumor, win 
ning many races and marking himself clearly 
as a future star. Obviously he was ready for 
something quicker. The following year, 1961, 


0 Bandini rounds the Gasworks hairpin at Monaco in his last ever race. 


NAME FROM THE PAST 


Lorenzo Bandini: folk hero 


By NIGEL ROEBUCK 


Safety in motor racing is still considered unfashionable in some quarters, and certainly no one 
laments the passing of somewhere like Spa-Francorchamps more than I. But clearly there was 
always going to come a time when strawbales and the odd fire-engine would not meet the bill, 
when a complete and fundamental re-think about motor racing safety would become necessary. 
But, as usual, someone would have to die first 

Until 1967, motor racing—with one or two to see the wisdom of seat belts bur they 


exceptions—was entirely complacent about were merely following Stewart's example. The Lorenzo Bandini—an Italian hero. 
safety. It allowed its drivers to come and go, ploneecing was left to Jackie 

seid all the right things when they did go, In May 1967, racing was jolied from its would see the start of the new 1500 cc 
and the matter was then quietly forgotten. Not complacency in the most unpleasant and Formula One, and Ferrari, with their V6, were 
the driver, you understand, just the manner of . gruesome manner possible. For one Sunday confident of a clear power advantage over the 
his death. A pity, but there you are. In fai evening. TV screens everywhere showed a  4-cylinder Climax engine, the staple diet of 
ness to racing, one must make mention of man being bumed to death. And the following all the English construciors. In addition to 
the fact that, ‘prior to May 1967, the last morning, the papers repeated and doubled the three works cars for Phil Hill, Taffy von 
world-class driver to die ina Grand Prix car the dose. A blazing car upside down in the  TPps and Richie Ginther, FISA (the associa. 
hhad been Taffy von Teips, back in 1961. In the ‘middle of the road, the ériver trapped in the tion of Italian motor clubs) decided to run 
mid-sixties, the only people to pay any real cockpit, a bunch of ill-equipped amateurs another car under the banner of Scuderia 
attention ‘to diwer safety were Jackie wondering what to do about #, other cars Sant-Ambroeus, for “an up and coming young, 
Stewart and Louis Stanley. The latter was flashing past all the while, It wes all quite Italian driver." To most people, Lorenzo 
Fespons'ble for the creation of the Grand sickening and, to the man in the street, motor Bandini was the obvious choice for the drive, 
Prix Medical Unit, for which he has never racing must have seemed like a very strange but FISA nominated Giancarlo. Baghetti, 
received the credit due to him. And Stewart activity indeed. Here was Lorenzo Bandini at another FJ star. However, one of the Bandini 
pioneered things like seatbelts in Fl cars, | Monte Carlo, favourite to win the Monaco believers was Mimmo Dei, the patron of 
spoke at length about safety to anyone who Grand Prix, the centre of attention, photo. Scuderia Cemtro-Sud. He’ couldn't offer 
would listen. For the most pact it fell on  graphers everywhere as he climbed into the Lorenzo a Ferrari, but suggested that he drive 
stony ground, Gradually, other drivers began Ferrari at the stert ‘and less than two one of the Centro-Sud’ Cooper-Maseratis. 
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Bandini accepted with alacrity. It may not 
have been much but it was better than 
nothing. His first outing with the car was 
at Pau, in the non-championship Grand Prix, 
and he fished a good third behind Jimmy 
Clark and Jo Bonnier. And that, in essence, 
was the end of Lis Fl season.” Oh, he did 
ail the races, but the car was so under- 
powered that the alian rookie never really 
had much opportunity <o show his ability 
By contrast, it began to look as though 
FISA had made the right decision after all. 
Baghevti won his first Fl race, at Syracuse, 
and then his second, at Naples. His third and 
most sensatonal came at Reims in July. This 
Was his very first World Chantgionship Grand 
Prix, and he won it! Baghett remains the 
only man in racing history ever 10 win his 
fGrst Grand Prix—or first Fl race, for th 
master. His performances were the talk of 
motor racing. So where did all this leave 
Lorenzo Bandini ? Enzo Ferrar. came to the 
rescue, not with a Grand Prix drive, but by 
nominating Bandini to drive with Scarlatti 
in the Pescara sports car race. The big oppor 
tunity. Lorenzo made the most of it, did the 
lion's stare of the driv.ng, made no mistakes 
and brought the car home first. The Com: 
mendutore was pleased, and Bandini was 
Signed for Grand Prix racing in 1962, along 
with Phil Hill, Willy jesse, Ricardo 
Rodriguez and Giancarlo Baghetti 
‘The Italian Press made much of the rivalry 
between the two young guys, but in reality 
they always got on extremely well After a 
magnificent season in 1961, Ferrari fortunes 
slumped the following year! Three cars were 
entered for each race and there were five 
drivers it was up to you to earn your 
drive. Bandini was given a car for the 
Monaco Grand Prix and dcove magnificently 
to finish third behind Bruce MoLaren and 
team-mate Phil Hill, after coolly outbraking 
John Surtees late in the race. But from that 
po.nt on, the Ferrari team went downhitl— 
S.coply. ‘The V6 was no mutch for the new 
Vi Climax. In August, however, two cars 
were sent to the Mediterranean Grand Prix 
a Enna, to be driven by Bandini and 
Baghetti! A big point would be made at this 
race, and Lorenzo made no mistake about it, 
bea.ing his team-mate by over half a minute 
‘The end of 1962 saw a huge upheaval at 
Ferrasi, Many of the engineers and designers 
left, and only Willy Matresse was retained 
for 1963—surely one of the Commendator 
strangest decisions, bearing in mind the 
Belgian's erratic performances of the year 
before. Hill and Baghetti went to the newly: 
formed ATS eam, and Lorenzo was out in 
the cold once more. And once more Dei came 
to the rescue, He had bought Graham Hill's 
championahip-winning BRM, painted it red, 
and ‘would Bandini like «© deve it? Once 
moze Lorenzo was pleased to accept. He liked 
the BRM immediately and did a remarkably 
good job with it. At the Solkude GP, an 
early pit stop dropped him to 18th place, but 
| simply incredible drive brought him up to 
4h by the finish, At the Nurburgring, he 
qualified third for the German Grand Prix, 
Several seconds faster than Graham Hill's 
newer works car... and then spoilt it all 
by dropping the lot on the first lap! 
Bandini was sti:l under contract to Ferrari 
as a sports car driver in 1963, and he and 
Scarflota won a great victory for the team 
at Le Mans. Lorenzo also scored a solo victory 
for Ferrari in the Clermont Ferrand 3. Hours. 
Meantime, back in the Ferrari team, Mairesse 
was busy baving acodents as usual, and a 
bad one in the German Grand Prix put him 
out for some time. Accordingly, Lorenzo was 
recalled to the team as John Surtees’ pactner, 
and this ‘time his position was permanent 
One of his ambitions had been realised. He 
was @ fulltime Ferrari Grand Prix driver. 
Early cn 1964, Bandini married a girl called 
Margherita, the daughter of none other chan 
Signor Freddi, his original mentor! 
Margherita was ful: of enthusiasm for motor 
racing and travelled everywhere with ber 
husband. And in 1964 Bandini achieved a 
great deal. He won the Austrian Grand Prix 
and finished third ‘n the German, Italian and 
Mexican Grands Prix. He had well and truly 
arrived. But the year was marred by an 
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incident in Mexico, Three drivers went to the 
last race of the season with a chance of taking 
the World Championship: Jimmy Clark, 
Grabam Hill and Johe ‘Surtees, Bandini's 
teamamate. In the race, Lorenzo was quicke: 
than Big Joba and was pushing Hil hard for 
third spot, Clark and Gurney running first 
land second. At the hairpin, the Ferrari and 
the BRM aimost touched on a number of 
‘occasions, and finally there was the inevit 
‘able collision, The BRM’s race ended righ’ 
there and then, and with i wert Hill's Cham: 
plonship hopes. He was not pleased. Mean. 
While, Bandini charged on energetically 
ahead of Surtees and when, unbexevably 
Clark retired on the last lap, it was Gurney, 
Bandini, Surtees. Then the Ferrari camp 
reatised that second place would give Big. 
John the title, and Bandini was ordered to 
slow. This he did, to a virtual halt, and 
Surtees came by 6 become the 1964 World 
‘Cham-ion. 

Much was made of this incident in the 
Press. Bandini was wild, dangerous, tempera 
mental, difficult bet of the remarks 
wee pure hysteria. OK, Lorenzo did have his 
moments of red mist and he was excitable, 
but there were those who accused him of 
ramming His car deliberately, and this he 
resented deeply. Like all Matians, he had 

most a surfelt of pride and patsiot.sm. In 
many ways, he was the classic Latin racing 
driver. He was a very handsome man, ha: 
& great sense of humour and tremendous 
natural charm. Whatever c:iticiam people had 


Bandini’s first race for Ferrari was at Monaco in 1962. 


of Bandini the driver did not apply to Bandini 
the man. He was popular with the other 
dcivers and worshtpped by the fans, parti- 
cularly the nosoriously fickle ItaXans. In Italy, 
the diver must capture the imagination of 
the public, If he doesn't, forget Kk. Baghetti 
never did, nor de Adamich. But if you have 
Seen the aduation for Regazzont in the 
Seventies, you will understand how the crowds 
fek about Bandini in the sixes, 

Surtees and Bandin. were retained by 
Fersart for 1965, and both figured prominently 
in the Monaco Grand Prix that year, surely 
one of the most exciting races of ail time. 
Five cars dominaved the proceecings: the wo 


Ferraris, the BRMs of Hill and rookie Stewart 
and Black Jack's Brabham. This, of cours 
was Graham Hil¥'s great day. ‘After going 


down the escape road and stalling his car, 
he stormed back into the race and no one 
could hold him, The final order was Hill, 
Bandini, Stewart, Surtees. Lorenzo's biggest 
win of 1965 came at the Targa Florio, driving 
with Nino Vacarella. 

The J-litre formula began in 1966, and 
Monaco was again the fiw race of the World 
Championship. Ferra sent a new V12 for 
John ‘Surtees and a 2.44itre V6 for Bandini 
Big John ted the race uncil his retirement, and 
Jackie Stewart then built up a big lead with 
his BRM. Towards the end, however, Lorenzo 
began to make big inroads into the lead, set 
ting new lap records, driving brilliantly: But 
eventually he had ¢o cool it and setile for 
fan honourable second—the Ferrari's brakes 


Bandini on his way to winning the first Austrian GP in 1964. 
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had virtually disappeared. At the wet Belgian 
Grand Prix, he finished third behind Surtees 
and Rindt. As things turned out, this was 
to be Big John's last drive for Ferrari. Ai 
Le Mans, the Englishman had a huge row 
with team manager Dragoni and resigned 
from the team, the argument being -n no way 
Surtees’ fault. As usual, the Italian Press had 
created a feud between the Ferrari drivers 
Which simply did not exist. John Surees 

No, we never had any problem at all with 
Lorenzo; the main trouble lay with Parkes 
and Scacfiotti, both of whom were after my 
drive. In fact, after we'd left Ferrari, Lorenzo 
tried to persuade us to go back.” 

So Bandini was now team leader. Numero 
Uno. And the next race was the French 
Grand Prix at Reims, In practice he was com: 
fortably quickest, and on race day no one 
got near him It was a one-horse race. But 
then the throttle cable broke and nine points 
went out of the window, And for the rest of 
the year, Bandini's luck kept perfect time with 
Reims. Retirement after retirement, with the 
odd sixth place thrown in. And when he left 

ly for the States at the end of the year, 
he was beft in no doulxs that hed better go 
well if he wanted a drwe for 1967. Politics 
Is the nice word for that. At ali eves 
Bandini did go. well at the Glen, gecting 
the best of a battle with Jack Brabham for 
the lead, until the car broke yet again. 

‘The Commendatore evidenily ‘reckoned 
Lorenzo had done enough, and confirmed his 
powition as Ferrari number one for 1967. His 
teamamates were to be Mike Parkes, Ludivico 
Scarfiats. and new recruit Chris Amon. The 
inclusion ‘of Amon in. the team pleased 
Bandini a great deal, for they were old friends 
For sports car racing, the wo were to be 
Paired in che new P4, and the partnership 
starced well with a superb win in the Day 
tona 24 Hours At the Race of Champions, 
Lorenzo drove the new Fl car to an 
encouraging 2nd place, failing to catch Dan 
Gurney's Engle by less than a second afte 
@ fantastic last-nunute spxint. From Brands 
Hatch, Bandini went to Le Mans for the test 
ing weekend, recording comfortably the 
fastest time with the P4. Now it was the 
Monza 1000 Kms, and once more Amon and 
Bandini brought the P4 in first, after a bou! 
of Bandini temperament before the race! 


Leading the 1000 km race at Monza, Bandini in @ Ferrari 330 P4 h 


Forghieri indicated that he wanted Chris to 
do ‘the first stint, and ths was at Monza! 

his honour impugned, stalked off to 
his car in the parking lot and sulked .. . Chris 
didn’t really give a damn who started the 
race, and he and Mauro west to Lorenzo's car 
to tell him he could start the race after all 
immediately the sun came out once more. 
Chrissey grinned, Mauro gazed heavenwards 
and Lorenzo beamed at everybody. "1 never 
have a frend in racing like Chris 

So Iie looked good to Lorenzo. He wai 
Ferrari number one. He had a drive in the 
Indianapolis 500. His three races of the year 
had yielded two wins and one second. His 
wife was shorly expecting their first child 
He and his main team-mate were close feiends, 
and the a:mosphere in the Ferrar. team, now 
managed by Franco Lini, was happier than 
for many a day. And the next race was the 
Monaco Grand. Prix favourite race, in 
which he had been placed second in 1965 and 
1966. He was driving better than ever before 
Chris Amon: “I really feel chat the guy was 
on the verge of becoming a great driver 
Father than just a good one.” 

In Monaco qualifying it was obvous from 
the outset that Band:ni was in magnifice 
form. When practice finished, cnly Brabham 
was quicker, and the Ferrari team was con. 
Bdent Lorenzo was so sure of ‘winning that 
he had even bought a new cinner jackee for 
prize-giving! Chris was less happy. find.ng 
the Ferrari a big tandful around a circui 
didn't know. Bandini was 2 big help 
taking the New Zealander round and round 
in a road car, offecing advice. Race day was 
hot, and in 1967 the race was still run over 
100 laps. When the race starved, the scarte 
Ferran. hursied off into the tead, with Stewar 
and Hulhe close behind. In the course of that 
first lap, Brabham's engine ventilated itself 
and suddenly there was. oll everywhere 
Lorenzo backed off on the slippery surface, 
and both Stewart and Hulme went by. The 
Scot retired before quarter-cistance, and Denny 
was left with a comfortable lead with Lorenz 
second. As had happened the year before, 
Bandini then started to catch the leader, cut 
ting the deficit to around 7 s. But that was as 
close as he was to get. Denny was having 
@ much easier time wich the smaller and 
more manageable Brabham, and gradually the 


gap began to open out again. Lorenzo refused 
to throw in the towel, however, and continued 
to give his all, his driving becoming ever 
more ragged, in contrast to the smoot 
cision of the first 50 taps or so. Chris Amon 
T think he must have been terribly tired 
He was going a lot quicker than I was, and 
1 was bloody exhausted. The Ferran, was a 
heavy car for Monte Carlo, and I was probably 
stronger than Lorenzo, anyway, although he 
was always super-At 
Urged on by thousands of Ralians and 
franc pit signals, Bandini was trying all he 
know, missing gears occasionally and making 
small’ mistakes all round the circuit, Finally, 
on lap 83, one of those small mistakes brought 
about an accident of appalling consequences, 
Going .nto the chicane, Bandini made a tiny 
error of judgement, and the Fe-rari's nearside 
‘nt wheel clipped the barrier which defleated 
the car just enough to touch the barrier on 
the exit of the chicane, In turn, this put 
Bandini offine for the straight down to Tabac 
The Ferrari hit the strawbales between the 
circux and she sea, mounted them, came off 
them again and somersaulted, landing upside 
down in the middle of the road, In an instant, 
the car was ablaze, the hapless driver trapped 
underneath, It was a harrowing spectacle, The 
marshals and officials had nat an asbevtos sult 
de:ween them, fire-extinguishers would not 
work, and all’ the tlme the race continued. 
For five minutes the Ferrari—and Bandint— 
were burning in the middle of the road. He 
was eventually extrcated from the wreckage, 
put on a boat and taken across the harbour 
to the hospital. When’ someone is badly 
burned, you should move them as little as 
possible. The Grand Prix Medical Unit stood 
precisely 50 yards from the scene of the 
1 was paased up in favour of a boat 
harbour to an ambulance to the 


Bandini died three days later, after regain 
ing consciousness briefly. His wife, suffenng 
from severe shock, was admitved to hospital 
too late to save her child. And the newspaper 
journalists were present to record every detail 
of the tragedy, At the next race, the Dutch 
Grand Prix, there were ‘men in’ silverssull 
everywhere. You couldn't move for them. 
Motor racing suddenly had a new awareness 
of safety 


de Phil Hill's Chaparral and Ludivico Scarflotti’s similar Ferrari 
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How to get more out of it, 
without paying more for it. 


Every gallon now costs more, but in efficiency of the Austin and Morris engines has 
of what you get out of it, you could find won 01 s eputation, and an iner 


yourself paying less to go further. e of the 
It all depends on where you put it. The 
Put it in an Austin or Morris and you're expect from our most bain 
likely to get a lot more value in terms of miles Make your own comparisor a we think 
per gallon you'll agree that now, more than ev 's time to 
Since the petrol price rises of last year, the buy a new car at your Austin or Mo. howroom 


mpg at constant road = [mpg at 30 mph] mpg at 40 mph) mpgat 50 mph| mpg at 60 mph mpg at 70 mph 


wsroo ggg 61-0 53°5 46:5 39:0 30°5 
conn ema 52°0- 490 44-0 37°5 32-0 
sos emai 4.7 +5 45-0 41-0 35°5 30-0 


MARINA 18 on 52-0 48-0 41:5 35:0 30°5 


es Austin 
9 Morris 
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ALI 


Road test 


Mini 1275 GT: old stalwart 
is a great disappointment 


When Alec Isdigonis produced his Mini, who 
could have guessed that the best-sellers 
from many of the world's most famous manu 
facturers would soon be following is 
example? Volkswagen, Fiat, Lancia, Honda 
and Simca are now producing many thousands 
of transverse {ront-drives as their most popular 
models, while Citroen have elevated the prin 
ciple to their CX, which must be the most 
advanced car of the year. 

Even before the Mini was announced, the 
design fascinated me, and I was. allowed to 
‘acquire a pre-production car that served me 
well. I was convinced that my Mini was the 
pertect car for London or Paris or even for 
rushing up to Silverstone, but we parted be- 
cause it was too tiring for my frequent 
trips of 500 or more miles ina day. The 
noise level left me with a headache and the 
ride shook me ¢o pieces on the more neglected 
roads of Europe. Yet the principle can be 
applied to a refined car, as my present Fiat 
128 proves, and I always felt that i would 
be easy to up-date the Mini with some effec 
tive soundproofing and re-designed suspen- 

T therefore arranged to test the 1275 GT 
when it was announced that was to have 
Digger wheels, for this sounded like the ans 
wer to my prayer, | have never been so dis 
appointed! ‘The car has adequate peform- 


36 


ance, well-chosen gear ratios, vastly improved 
brakes, and excellent ventilation, while the 
quick steoring is still a joy. Yet the 1275 GT 
is useless for the serious traveller, because i 
&& noisier than ever and the mde is totally 
unaaceptable 

‘Oh, my poor Mint What have they done 
to you? First of iil, they have ruined the 
appearance, which is ‘a great pity because the 
original car was completely. functional and 
well-praportioned That awful “Clubman” 
bonnet would look very wefl on a Japanese 
car, but it clashes hopelessly with the sh 
of ‘the rest of the body. In ‘any case, it's 
less efficient aerodynamically than the orginal 
bonnet and probably takes a mile or two off 
the top speed. They have also stuck boy- 
racer stripes along the sides; just the thing 
if you particularly want to attract the atten: 
ton of the police. 

T thought that the bigger wheets would give 
@ better side, but this they emphatically do 
not do. The car jimgies and hops over the 
bumps and every so often it suddenly jumps 
so violently that one feels that one's spine 
Is broken. The ride is so bad that I took the 
trouble to have a ride in a friend's old Mini, 
which was incomparably mare comfortable. I 


by John Bolster 


detecioration, for the larger diameter could 
do ‘nothing but good, At maximum speed, a 
shimmy was begining to develop in the 


steering, and this I have experienced before 
on a Denavo-equipped car 

‘These tyres do away with the necessity to 
carry a spare wheel, but if they were the 
‘cause of the appalling ride I could rather risk 


@ puncture any day. Perhaps its just a 
matter of re-tuning the suspension to accept 
different characteristics, but if so this should 


have been done. Another badd point is that the 
mudguards have no proper valances and the 
wheels are set too wide, as a result of which 
the dirt from the road is flung over the sides 
‘of the car, which is charming In the country 
when they've been driving cows! 

The noise problem could certainly be over 
come by caraful use of soundproofing mate- 
fials. There has been some improvement in 
the refinement of the engine and transmission, 
the transfer gears being moticedly quieter, 
walle they have completely Jost that thrash: 
ing sound when slowing down or idling. The 
gearchange is far beter than it used to be, 
if still a bm stiff, and the gear ratios add 
to the fun of driving, notably that splendid 
80 moh thind gear. The clutch pedal ts very 
heavy to use and would be tiring for a woman 
in cown traffic 

The Mini is a very light little car and the 
1275 ce engine has lots of torque. In conse- 
quence, the flexibility and top gear hilletimb- 
ing are quite, exceptional. The car accelerates 
strongly from 25 mph in top, which is a 
Useful aid to peteol saving, and by changing 
up carly one can travel in comparative 
silence, which is not the case when full revs 
are used. The combination of lively accelera- 
tion and small stze makes the 1275 GT a 
difficult car to catch on crowded or winding 
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Above: splash guard further hinders accessibility 
contrasts sharply with awkward Clubman style front. Note 14 in wi 


bal 
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to the electrics 


couds. 
In standard tune, the engine rather runs 
out of puff at high revs, but most owners 
will be Satisfied with the 87 mph maximum, 
For those requiting more performance, Bri- 
ish Leyland can supply a tuning kit which 
does “nat affect the warranty. Moderately 
tuned, this would be quite s quick little car, 
though not such a ball of fire as the fantas: 
sic Caper S, Which unfortunately is no 
[Like all Minis, this one fairty rushes round 
corners and Is great fun to drove, The quick 
Steering gives a wonderful sense of control 
and hy Ufting off in the middle of a corner 
the driver can tighten his line, whereas most 
‘cars tend to wallow outwards—this is one 
of the greatest safety features of the Mini 
The bigger wheels have allowed larger brake 
discs to be installed, with exoellent results. 
More comfortable seats are fitted than in 
previous Minis, but the adjustable seat backs 
cost over £25 extra—they must be joking! 
‘The controls are well arranged but the steer 
ing calumn ts still too upright; there's a 
surprising amount of leg room in the back 
1am sorry that I cannot advise our readers 
to buy this car in its present form. In 1974, 
& car of sporting performance surely need 
not deafen the occupants and bruise theit 
backsides. I regret having to be unkind, but 
seams such a shame to spoll a splendid 
fetle car. 1 would ask Lord Stokes @0 drive 
Gre car I tested for 500 miles in one day 
over give-and-take roads, and 1 bet he will 
agree that my celticiems are justified, espe 
Sially M he has to take his meals standing 
Upright afterwards. After all, this is a very 
expengive fale oar, costing well over £1300 
by the time you have paid the delivery charge 
and for number plates 
Back to the drawing board! 
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BELFAST: 


THOMPSON-REID LTD 
Adelaide Street 
Bolfast 


Tel : Belfast (STD 0232) 30566 (20 lines) 


@ | Leyland 25 | 


THE FOLLOWING DEALERS ARE DISTRIBUTORS 
AND STOCKISTS FOR BRITISH LEYLAND 
SPECIAL TUNING EQUIPMENT 


HEREFORD 
HENLYS (HEREFORD) LTD 
Widemarsh Street 


Tel : (STD 0432) 67611 


BOURNEMOUTH 


LEICESTER : 


Yel: Carder (STD 0222) 22231 
COVENTRY : 


WESTOVER MOTORS LTD LATHAMS (LEICESTER) LTO 
Caste Lone 203 Belgrave Gate 
Bournemouth Leicester 
Tet: Bournemouth (STD 0202) 50201 Tel : 0533 56631 
CARDIFF: LINCOLN 

TOR A.M, WRIGHT LTD 
3108 City mood Suter Circle Road 


Lincoln 
Tel : Lincoln (STD 0522) 27193 


Edinburgh 
Tol : 031-556 5784 


BEWAG (WARWICKSHIRE) LTD AUTOMOBILE PALACE LTD 
Holyhoad jos. Wel 
Coventry Powys 
Tel : (STO 0203) 592501 Tel : Liandrindod Wells (STD 0597) 2224 (6 tines) 
CROYDON : LONOON = 
STEWART & ARDEN 
Unit A, Mill Lane Trading Estate Stemmons wer 
Croydon CRO 4AA Southall, Middlesex 
Tol : 01-681 2666 Tel : 01-671 0501 
DUNDEE: NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE 
SAINT ROQUE'S AUTOMOBILE CO LTD uo 
64 Ward Road ee 
Scotland bo 
= Newcastie-upon-Tyne 
: Dundee (0382) 24013 Tel: (STD 0632) 674449 
EDINBURGH : ‘OXFORD : 
MOIR & BAXTER UTD THE MORRIS GARAGES LTD 
22 ‘Dundes Street St Aldates 


Tol : (STD 0865) 42241 


UNIVERSITY MOTORS UTD 
4 Church Street 


psom_ 
Tel: Epsom (STD 78) 26611 


SALISBURY = 
HENLYS (WESSEX) LTD 
Southampton Road 


Tel : Salisbury (STD 0722) 29535-6-7 


FARNHAM : 
SWAIN & JONES LTD 

East Street 

Farnham 

Tel: Farnham (STD 025-13) 6201 or 22621 


GLASGOW : 
APPLEYARD (GLASGOW) LTD 
65 Springkell Avenue 

Glasgow 


Tol : 041-423 8841 


WATERLOOVILLE 
WADHAM STRINGER (WATERLOOVILLE) LTD 
Hambledon Road 


Waterlooville 
Tel : (STD 070-14) 2641 


WOLVERHAMPTON : 


CHARLES CLARK & SON LTD 
“The Rallye Centre” 

52 Clifton Street 
Wolverhampton 


Tel: Wolverhampton (STD 0902) 26781 
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Alec Poole at the wheel of the Janspeed Datsun Sunny at Thruxton last weekend. 


Janspeed Engineering: 


on 


the threshold of a dream 


PETER NEWTON talks to JAN ODOR 


Salisbury is a somewhat depressing town these days; an uneasy mixture of past and present, 
concrete through-ways suffocating the quiet alleys with their leaning wqod-beamed houses; 
Supermarkets spawning in the town, snuffing out its character and ring roads surrounding It 


like ramparts defying your attempts 
‘as Janspeed Engineering a 
the Southampton ¥: 


‘concerned however, this 
id, which makes their disercet pres 


tthe transition from the modern to the ancient. As far 


to the goad, for they are situated on 
1s = simple task to locate. 


Internationally (particularly In Europe and Africa), Janspeed command a kind of respect and 


trust that is the envy of others in the busines: 


as manufacturers of exhaust and inlet manifol 


yet in this country they are perhaps best known 


(true, they do make superior types in great 


profusion). In European saloon car racing their name carries the kind of kudos that Ralph 


Broad enjoys he 
The reason for this 


jut In this cquntry they are primarily well-known as 
‘simple and can be summed up in one word—contract. No manufacturer 
‘ing organisation in this country have ever asked Hungarian emigre, Jan Odor, to prepare 


‘goodies " merchants. 


their cars for competition on anything more than a one-off basis. This does not bother him all 
that much as he is kept very busy pursuing his Broad-style giant killing acts on circuits in 


Europe, while the “bread and butter” in Salis! 
never been better. Clearly there is still a lot of money around despite the continued redoul 


of state efforts to grab it from all concerned. 

Jan first came to Britain in 1957 as an 
experienced toolmaker, rented small premises, 
and set up in the kind of business he is stili 
involved in today. “I have not changed my 
policies from the moment I started; as far as 
I'm concerned whatever job comes along T'll 
do it so long as it is Interesting or there is 
enough money to cover my expenses. I'm not 
fussy what we tackle, whether it is a wheel 
barrow or a Rolls-Royce. Obviously we would 
prefer to work on brand new cars and turn 
‘them into Group 1, Group 2 etc, but you can't 
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ry has, It ls somewhat surprising to lk 


always do that. We've been more or less on 
fan even keel for the past twelve years and I 
Intend to keep it that way.” 

Today Janspeed Engineering employ 35 
people less than in 1957, an “all time low ” 
as Jan would have it. However this has noth. 
ing to do with the prevailing economic climate 
which is allegedly bankrupting firms at the 
Fate of one every 30 seconds. On the contrary, 
Jan can't find the additional workforce he 
heeds to cope with the expanding order book 
“T've never spent so much on advertising for 


labour than I have done this year any 
labour!” His arms reach up in a gesture of 
frustration; “its not that we don't want to 
pay high enough wages, its just nobody wants 
to work He slumps back in hs chalr 
with a look on his face as though he still 
cannot understand the British. In 1967 he 
acquired new premises on the other side 
of town... “when we first moved in there 
‘we thought: * what the hell are we going to fill 
it-up with by the end of the year we were 
looking for more space.” This workshop is 
where the famous exhaust manifolds are pro- 
Guced. The firm moved up there with 14 
Welders, and this number continued to. fluc 
tuate and has been as high as 28. This year 
there are just 12 people ferreting around 
beside the piles of piping and it seems that 
not even the ubiquitous labour exchange can 
come up with a satisfactory solution. "It 
doesn't matter what type of labour you're 
talking about, van driver, sweeper, packer, 
skilled machinist, semi-skilied machinist, head 
grinders, palishera, we want them ‘but 
they come along, “I've got 25 ‘0’ levels and 
six "A" levels, 1 want your chair..." he 
looks resignediy out of the window for a 
moment—one gets the feeling that his “ chair” 
48 something he would surrender about as 
willingly as Nixon surrendered the presidency 
If Janspeed are shortstaffed, they are certain! 
not short of work; in fact ‘this winter, tradi 
tionally a slack period, promises to be their 
busiest ever, R is interesting to find out just 
how. many competition cars use Janspeed 
manifolds as part of their equipment—the Ford 
works rally team are just’a few of the 
Customers. Janspeed manifolds tend to be 
rather specialised. If you were to wander int 
Buzzbox Motors Ltd and emerge clutching an 
unseemly bunch of connected pipes, the 
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chances are that they will not be of Janspeed 
manufacture. “With certain designs we are 
eared to making maybe 100 per year at a 
Cost of £60-£70 apiece, each one takes perhaps 
two days to make.” 

It is not uncommon to find tuning firms 
aligning themselves to one particular manu- 
facturer, and although the company will have 
@ go at virtually anything, there is a clear 
predominance of Datsun parts on the shelves. 
“1 bought a Cherry just over two years ago, 
we did a bit of work on it, the car responded 
and I loved it, thought it was great. We had 
‘good response from clients who already had 
Cherrys. Then I was asked by Datsun, Baker 
Street, if we would blueprint three or four 
Bluebird SSS engines, as they were preparing 
for the Tour of Britain, These engines had 
been previously built by David Wood Engin- 
eering, and prior to the blueprint had been 
fore seconds slower at Snetterton than the 
bog standard showroom car with all three 
drivers (Frank Gardner, Graham Hill, and Tony 
Fall) at the wheel. “Everyone was naturally 
‘a bit embarrassed" he adds gleefully. 


“He just lives for driving... 
whatever car he is in, he's 
always sideways, foot flat 
down, opposite lock. He 
just couldn’t drive straight 
if you tied his hands on 

the wheel."’ 


‘The Datsuns were hurriedly converted to 
thelr new motors and were instantly four 
seconds quicker than the standard car, that is 
fo say seven seconds quicker than with the 
‘other equipment, so more Datsun work fol- 
lowed. By now Janspeed were in the process 
of buliding a circuit racer (Sunny) for Datsun 
(Holland) and for the first time Jan found 
himsct rubbing shoulders with chevarters wit 
strange-sounding names from far-off board- 
rooms, They had time to do the TT with Alec 
Poole and Tom Walkinshaw and then the 
Motor Show 200 before the close of the 
season. This year, thanks to the enthusiasm of 
Datsun (Holland) the Janspeed Sunny has been 
running in Group 2 over there, winning the 
championship driven by an Indonesian called 
Han Tjan. “The car has won virtually every 
race that it has been entered for; while the 
smaller Cherry was also winning its class 
regularly despite a few failures. 

For next. season, Janspeed are preparing a 
minimum of two cars for the Dutch champion- 
ship to be entered in both the 1300 and 1000 
ce classes, as well as a car for the European 
rallycross championship. This will naturally 
entail the adoption of the new shell—unfor- 
‘tunate in that it is apparently about 100 kes 
heavier. For Datsun (Holland), the past 
season's success has arrived after years of 
failure, and their jubilation can be gauged 
from the ambitious programme scheduled for 
next year, which includes circuit racing, rally- 
ing and rallycross, a total of seven cars in 
all, and just one of the reasons way Janspeed 
will be busy ¢his winter. Han Tjan, Datsun 
Holland's contracted driver will be busy too. 
“He just lives for driving, I'm convinced he's 
‘a lunatic!" the eyes light up, and he chuckles 
happily, “at the moment ‘he's running a 
Porsche Carrera, but whatever car he is in, 
he's always sideways, foot flat down, opposite 
lock; driving through Amsterdam with him is 
a new experience! He just couldn't drive 
straight if you ted his hands on the wheel 

he is very good really and reliable; forgets 
ic “use the brakes occasionally but he stays 
‘on the road. He is one of those drivers who 
thinks that if he's not pulling 10,000 rpm 
fhe's not getting anywhere, but we try to 
persuade him otherwise.” 

Competition is fierce in G2 over there, and 
the appearance of the Datsun and the bard- 
charging Tjan upset a lot of carefully laid 
plans. The particular class had been the pro- 


“0 


vince of the German NSUs, Italian Alfas Yor 
& long time and they were not amused to see 
their title being wrested from thelr grasp. 
Next year both teams will be flelding two 
cars to the one Datsun. “The Alfas were sud 
denly very quick, I'm convinced i is not a 
1300 engine they are using—they reckon it 
is.” (pause for laughter) 

Apparently NSU were very deeply moved. 
They had become very used to seeing col 
pictures of their cars appearing on the covers 
of Dutch motorsport magazines—so when the 
Datsun appeared, masking a tail of snapping 


Rubbing shoulders with Zakspeed; tn the winners’ circle at Zandvoort 


NSU, they actually telephoned the editor to 
ask why their cars were not still portrayed, 
The question was affably answered by another 
one—" who is winning? 


‘Meanwhile the infamous rent-a-drive Sunny 
that Alec Poole drove on the Circuit of Ireland 
earlier this year has been sold to Geoff Glover, 
whose RAC Rally entry was refused last week. 

Jan is quick to spot the potential of un- 
tapped markets and he hag recently returned 
from Zambia where he was preparing a Datsun 
1300 rally car as well as doing a bit of talking, 
the result of which may well turn out to be 


Jan (right) discusses a few problems with Alec Poole in the Thruxton pits 


— 


= DATSUN. 
— 
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The man wi 


eed entry on next year’s East African 
Safari, Both Kenya and Zambia have been 
having trouble with Datsun spares over the 
last two years. The problem centres around 
the fact that spares used to come in through 
South Africa direct from Japan. Government 
restrictions however have been Janspeed’s 
Rain, agents have been set up, and as a result 
there are an increasing number of Africans 
rushing about on the loose in  Janspeed- 
‘equipped Datsuns, a very healthy situation for 
both parties. ‘There Is also great interest 
shown in the Mitsubishi Colt range over there, 
and this is an area that Jan hopes to follow 
up in the near future: “Everywhere you go 
they say: ‘please’ do something with the 
Colt, I'll give you an order for 20 conversion 
Kits,* just like. that," 

With little response so far emanating from 
Worthing, Jan's talents may take a turn to- 
wards the Colt in the new year. “It’s fine 
for me to go off to Holland, race there and win 
‘ei championship, but nobody knows about 

T was lucky even to get_a mention 
We came second in class in the four 
hour race—twelfth overall—t thought it was 
@ fantastic achievement for a push-rod car 
in a race which includes cars that cost 
£20,000 and did not even finish. Yet what do 
we get out of it—nothing: so it is not good 
for ‘me to race abroad. When we won in 


I’m not fussy what we tackle 
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an Irish Fiat 128 being turned into a circuit race 


‘more power from his VI2—complicated manifolding lke this is no problem 


Germany they were ever so upset and excited 
& guy wanted to buy it after the practice 

we cold him we'd sell ic to him after the race, 
not before,” 

The programme of British racing is the 
familiar story of what might have been. This 
year Jan was promised one of the 16-valve 
twin cam Violet engines (similar to the one in 
Chris Sclater's RAC car) which he proposed 
to drop into the Sunny for use in Super 

Joon rounds, but the power unit never 
appeared. Another idea that was still-born was 
@ Gi Datsun 2602 for Alec Poole and Tom 
Walkinshaw to drive in the Castrol series, It 
was discussed as long ago as the Motor Show 
200 last year. Now there Is a rumour that two 
turbo-charged Violets will be slinking ashore 
early next year—" I would be delighted to see 
fone of them.” To say that he is disenchanted 
with current efforts in this country would be 
among the countless understatements of the 
year in fact one of the only serious 
Contenders on the RAC who are not using 
his exhaust systems and manifolds are Datsun 
themselves, who are using systems fabric 
in Javan. He finds Jananese cars rewarding 
to Work on in general, and naturally the 
Oriental flair for imitation has not escaped 
his notice: “in some of the Datsuns you can 
quite easily bolt in the back axle or the sus- 
pension from the Escort—it goes in, no fuss 


of bother; you don’t even have to use a 
sledge hammer!" he adds half jokingly. 
This is not to detract from the worthiness of 
the product, for Jan is a firm devotee of 
Datsun reliability—the more so for having 
recently abused a standard 120Y in Africa for 
a few weeks -. “on one journey of 500 miles 
T was absolutely at full throttle both ways 
and you know it didn’t use a drop of oil 


and the heat!" a grimace serves to indicate 
the temperature, “I thought it was going to 
burn dry...” 


“About 20 per cent of our turnover goes 
directly from us for export. I would say that 
Indirectly we have another 20 per cent going 
that way.” Demand for cylinder heads and 
carburettor kits is still very high it seems; 
even for Datsuns whose aluminium castings 
tend to cost more than the average British 
type; “take the 260Z; the casting alone costs 
£120 before I touch it, and yet the money still 
arrives .. . and a standard camshaft runs at 
‘about £56, ‘but if you compare the increases 
that are put on materials coming into our 
workshops, as against our own increases, you 
would wonder how we can make ends meet; 
the shortcuts we have to do at times are 
unbelievable to hold the prices down, Ten 
years ago if a guy was to come in from the 
eet and say, ‘I need a piece of tubing about 
nine Inches long, ycu'd say ‘help yourself, 
today we have to bloody well charge him !" 
As far as he is personally concerned, Jan, 
a racing man to the core, is very happy with 
the way things have turned out, He is one 
of those people who can take or leave com= 
petition without ever being badly ‘hooked 
He started the game driving an Austin AaS 


“It's fine for me to go off to 
Holland and win their 
championship, but nobody 
knows about it here...1 
thought it was a fantastic 
achievement...yet what 


do we get out of it—nothing 


in hill climbs with Daniel Richmond he 
said to me: “you can't keep on like’ that 
you're too young, you won't live to an old 
age! jen I got married his. voice 
tails off, a { the shoulders to be re 
placed liar infectious grin, and ‘he 
Femembers another of the old stories; " Geoff 
Mabbs was driving for me once with a 
Unipower  . . we had gone to Castle Combe 
and were already scrutineered and only ten 
minutes to go before practice . . . where the 
hell is he? " Sorry" he says on the phone I've 
busted my neck this morning, I can’t move 

so 1 thought, ‘well nobody will notice 
who's driving, I'll go out! I had hilarious fun, 
mind you I was beaten by a 250LM Ferrari!” 
For some strange reason one gets the feeling 
that Jan was not an easy man t0 pass. 

‘After sitting opposite the man for a while 
it is very hard not to get caught up in his 
enthusiasm for present and future projects. 
He is first and foremost a man of decision 
and action, there may only be a glint of an 
eye acting as a warning for the impending 
arrival of a sweeping new plan, which will 
then be vigorously followed up. The necessity 
of tough business acumen clearly cramps his 
style, but it is nevertheless very much in 
evidence. There is a certain charisma about 
Jan Odor, and one gets the feeling that when 
the boss is happy, Janspeed Engineering is a 
great place to be. At the present time his 
company are in a better financial position than 
ever before; work load has never been greater, 
and there are prospects for British competition 
participation on the horizon. The bridge which 
Spans the distance between making ” goodie: 
and beating the best on International racing 
cireuits with a car you have personally 
developed, is wide and treacherous, but Jan- 
speed have proved they can do it—with 
distinction . . . they only have to be asked. 
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Sports extra 


edited by Bob Constanduros 


Drag news — Holland Birkett trial — Rallycross preview 


TRIAL 
, +4 : . 
Fuller’s first despite the rain 


Valley, Southampton and the Combined Skeltcn in the sports cars and Teddy Edwards 


Make CCs, managed to run 11 of the projected (Stiletto) pipped Alan Foster's VW by three 
24 Sections last Sunday on their production marks In the rear engined class. The class for 
car trial buggies, Including two pre-war MGs, was won 

‘With “46 entries for the Weavers Down, by Philip Fuller, winner on his firve even’ 


Liphook, venue, the organisers were thankful 
Of the presence of a couple of Land-Rovers to 
keep competitors going. The entry was split 
Into five classes and there were some tight 
finishes. Tom Higginson (Mini) had a four 
mark advantage over Tony Gibson in the Mint 


John Oliver lost out in his Class 2 Popular, but was the best Singer Owners Club member. 


TRIAL 


Green/Bell in Birkett 


The 25th running of the Holland Birkett 
Experts Night Trial last Saturday night 
produced a win for the Herts County AC 
frew of C. Green and G. Bell in their Alfa, 
The event, which attracted a mere 17 entries, 
followed the usual two 

scatter first half where asm 
possible had to be visited 
avigational second half. The event was con: 
tained In the Camberiey, Winchester and 
Basingstoke area and in the first half Green 
and Bell wont well ahead but were pulled 
back by Jim and Maureen Dennison (Avenge?), 


who were bust crew in the second sector 
Bell and Green collected 745 marks to win 
s from the Dennisons and B.S, 

Thornhill of the w club 


weir Vitesse home third jn 710 marks, 
The novice award went to David Madgwick 
with navigators B. M. Hands and S. Sargeant 


in a Mini on 603 marks and he was seventh 
overall and one behind his father Gordon who 
has a long history in connection with the 


Rallycross at 
Snetterton on Sunday 


This weekend sees the first event of the 
Snetterton rallycrors series organised by the 
rung Car Club of Norfolk and sponsored 
by the Castle Street Garage (Theeford) Ltd, 
The event starts at 10 am on Sunday with 
practice and racing ctaring at 12.30 pm, 
The 60 available entries could have been 
filled twice over, so the entry is of the very 
best. Among those are Nick Garner, Peter 
Vaughan, Bob Merridale, Barry Hathaway, Pip 
Carrotte, Graham Hathaway, Bob Gibson, John 
Smith, Hugh Wheldon, Bernard Rodemark, 
Peter ‘Harrold, Ron Douglas, Tony Merridale, 
George Warren and the Airey Tuning Mini 
of Nick Brice, Mick Bird and David Potter, 
‘Among the interesting cars are the VWs of 
Wheldon, Harrold and Hathaway, the Por. 
sche_of Rodemark, the mid engined Escort 
of Ron Douglas and a Buick engined Imp for 
John Greastey 
The next round of the championship is on 
January 19, and there should be an even 
bigger entry for that event 
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| Sports extra 


Nitro ban discussions again 


Following the extremely expensive American 
meetings, talk once again turned to the old 
Subject of a nitro ban. Opinion in the States 
fs understandably divided between the few 
teams who are making money or at least 
breaking even with sponsorship deals, and 
those who cannot hope to compete on’ level 
terms without a bottomless supply of motors. 
which can only be paid for by winning, the 
same old vicious circle, But when it gets to 
the stage that It appears to have lately, even 
the richest teams cannot afford to Use. an 
engine on every single run juct to qualify. One 
entrant in Funny car apparently burnt 20 
pistons trying to qualify, and didn't make it 
then. A reversion to straight Methanol would 
not only cut fuel costs dramatically, but also 
eut down on parts expenditure to a point 
where one engine might even last a season 
Instead of a race 

‘The comparatively new Pro-Comp eliminator 
has combined several classes into. one 
heads-up eliminator with injected fuel Funny 
cars and blown gas dragsters to name but 
two, all running within a tenth of a second 
or so, with times around the 6.9 8 and 200 
mph mark, 

Tt has been suggested that a similar move 
in the UK would be a good idea, and if 
one looks at some of the cars running today 
in thinly populated classes at the top end 


of the scale, it does begin to make sense. Top 
Dragster has never had as many entrants 
as had been expected this year, despite hav- 
ing some excellent cars turning in very good 
times, while simBarly the majority of the Top 
Comp and Funny car competitors cannot 
really afford to run as hard as they would like 
or indeed have to, to compete the 
three low seven ‘second funny cars that 
dominate the class, so although @ mixture of 
types would not be popular in some camps, 
it could provide regular eight car eliminators 
with close racing in the high seven second 
range without being disastrously expensive 
Available prize money which is already 
stretched to the limit this year with so many 
meetings rained off, would go further towards 
meeting expenses which with nitro rumoured 
to be costing up to £10 a gallon next year, 
will be greater than ever, 

Those entrants who would want to race 
in Top Fuel or Funny Car with no holds 
barred could continue to do so, knowing full 
well the costs involved in running blown fuel 
motors, and they would continue to give the 
sport the ultimate performance that draws the 
crowds in the first place, 

Discussion over the winter months will 
decide if any of these Ideas have popular 
Support from the people concerned, but they 
certainly deserve close attention. 


TRIAL 


Jago on Index 


Terry Jago from Fraddon took heme the North 
Coast Trophy last Sunday after winning the 
Camel Vale producticn car trial from a. field 
of 36, The event, on three sites at Delab 
Boscasile and Trelill, comprised 12 sec.ions 
and with a score of 86 marks Jago, in his Imp. 
Won on index.of performance 

The class for sports/rear engined using grip 
tyres produced a close finish with Gerald 
Kempthorne's Midget beating Robert Williams’ 
Midget by a singte mark, In the rear engined 


class, Gerry Richards gained a two mark 
class’ victory in his Imp over the Simca cf 
Roger Brewer and the best win fell to Roger 
Bricknell (Anglia) who beat’ David Keat 


(Avenger) by seven 


“Heavies” departure 
boosts Pro Stock 


The Pro Stock class looks as if it will climb 
back to its previous 
next year with the 
Heavy" cars have g¢ 
back to the States. Despite th 
times, they have not been ai 
the Slower but closer racing of the '73 
season, and their very existence has obviously 
made the handful of entrants in the class 
think twice about even trying to compete with 
them, particularly in view of their contro 
versial ‘Lenco transmissions, which had been 
excluded from the class for ‘75. Wh the 
two cars gone, the pressure In some quarters 
‘allow them to continue to be used. should 
be lifted, and the lone Camaro of Gary 
Goggin will once again have a batch of 
Camaros and hopefully a lone Nova and 
Barracuda for good measure to race against 


Startling times 
at NHRA Nationals 
in the States 


Following on news of the NHRA Netionals 
recently (the event that was shown on World 
of Sport a couple of weeks back), the big 
event at Ontasio Motor Speedway ‘produced 
some even more startling times. The low 
qualifying spot was set at 5.81 s, but at a 
cost of a complete Keith Black ‘aluminium 
426 engine destroyed in just_one run, The 
bump spot for the 16 car Top Fuel field 
was an incredible 6.05 6, with seven cars in 
the fives, the rest grouped in that 0.08 s! 
Gary Beck, the all-conquering Canadian 
entrant, set'a new official Top Speed record 
of 248 ‘mph, but lost out in the eliminations, 
where old pro Don Garlits made yet another 
‘comeback’” to win 
Dave Condhit took Funny car with a bes 
of 6.16 s to score his first major NHRA win, 
while the recent domination of T.. C. 
Christensen’s twin Norton seen over here 
earlier in the year took another knock wi 
‘Smith powered his fearsome twin Harley 


‘Among the S0-odd pi r tO $00 
the event on the Queensway Travel fight 
was Lawrence Burn, who as already reported, 
is the new owner of Clive Skilton's dragster, 
He took steps to improve his chances 
next year by buying a Donovan 417 that had 
just been rebuilt at Donovans following a 
blow-up, so with « spare 302 is well # 
tackle what could be a furious Top Fuc 


Recovery service 


Bruce Toat cf the All Wheel Drive Club is 
trying to form a national cecovery vehicle 
service for clubs and this service should be 
of greatest interest to clubs running prod 
trials, 
‘The idea ts for clubs to conract Bruce and he 
will arrange for Land-Rovers and the like to be 
the event to pull pecp? out and 
ally help organisers who find themselves 
Funning out of time due to the condl.ions. 
No fee Is sought, purely the cost of petrol 
and Bruct can be contacted at 19 Roseberry 
Crescent, Kingfeld, Woking. Tel: Woking 
65375 


Supertoon thunder 
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Mick Hill (left), John Turner (centre) and tan Richardson's Corvair hick off the saloon event at Thruxton on Saturday 


Phone AUTOSPORT'S Classified Department 
‘on 01-636 3600 up to 5 p.m. on the Monday 
before publication. Dictate your advertise- 
ment to one of our experienced staff, and 
leave the rest to us it's that simple. I, 
however, you do have time to send in your 
classified § advertisement with cash in 
advance, we'll give you a fat discount—40 
er cent. But remember. this discount only 
applies to pre-paid classified lineage ads: 


AUTOSPORT 


CLASSIFIED 


NEW CAR GUIDE 


MORGAN 
JENSEN MALYENM SPORTS CARS. At Howse Mond, Maley 


PORSCHE 
DAMAGED CARS 


DATSUN 


RELIANT 


SUNBEAM 


MARCOS 


MERCEDES-BENZ 


Why not sell 
your sports car 
on this page. 

- Tel: AUTOSPORT 


DOLOMITE SPRINT 


Choice of specifications. 
Ring for details 


01-735 5321 


FORD POP — 5 LITRE V.8 


MICK HILL 1970 ASTON MARTIN DBS 6 


prcpeembecik eet i! Silver birch, radio and all usual 
OFFERS FOR/ SALE extras. Recent £1000 overhaul. 
RO, CAPRI AS3IO0s, Bargain at £2990. 
BRANDON MOTORS LTD, 
tick Hit Racing. Brandon, near Coventry 
Yel: Drayeott 338 Tel: Wolston (STD 020-335) 2285-6 
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YARBSPEED 
RACING 


GERRY MARSHALL 


A 1973 Reliant Sc 
miles. 1 owner example in maize 
orange with black interior. The many 
extras include overdrive, radio, spot 
and fog lights, HRW, rear wash 
wiper. Immaculate |" throughout. 
£2395. 

A 1972 Avenger Tiger Mk One. 
7000 miles. One owner example in 
yellow with black interior. Fitted 
with Minilite wheels, sump and tank 
guards. Adjustable dampers. Spot 
and fog lights. Rear spoiler. £1050. 
A 1974 N Reg. Capri 2000 GT. 4000 
miles. In purple velvet with black 
interior. Our director's car. Fitted 
with Rallye pack, steel sliding roof, 
radio and 8 track stereo, fabric trim, 
tow bar, Bilstein rear shockers, rear 
fog warning lights. Big saving at 
£1950. 


Ringmer Service Station, 
Lewes Road, 
Ringmer, 

East Sussex 
Tel: Ringmer (0273) 812903 


LONDON ROAD MOTORS 


OF PETERBOROUGH 
OFFER 


Marshall Wingtield Ltd, 856 Finchley Road. 
London NWI, 


Tel: 01-488 4204 


Hendon Way Motors Ltd 
393-5 Hendon Way NW4 


ALAN DOUBLE 
Tel: Peterborough (0733) 67177 
After hours Stamford 782516. 
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ROBIN 
HAMILTON 


“Aston Martin Specialists” 


Offer from stock : 


1972 DBS V8 auto and PAS. Blue with 
grey trim. Very nice condition. 

1971 DBS 6. Manual gearbox with vantage 
engine, Dubonnet with cream trim. A 
superb car. 

1968 DB6 auto and PAS, Silver grey with 
navy blue trim. Lovely condition through: 
out with new chrome wire wheels, tyres, 
ete. 

1965 DBS. Standard engine with 6-speed 
ZF gearbox. White with black trim, Excel- 
lent exampie. 

1964 DBS. Standard engine with 5-speed 
ZF gearbox. British racing green wit 
‘matching wim. Needs respray and there: 
fore attractively priced. 

1963 DB4 Vantage. British racing green 
with champagne trim. Completely onginal 
and in excellent condition. 

1961 DB4. Mid green with matching 
trim. Needs some work on body and there 
fore’ cheap. 


For full details on any of the above 
please phone. 
SERVICING @ SPARES @ REBUILD- 
ING @ RACE PREPARATION, etc. 
Tel: BURTON-ON-TRENT (0283) 
812744 


IWR FoRD POWER 


BIUE—— FLASH 
ENGINES 


STANDARD RECONDITIONED 
Full Ford Passenger Range- 
All Types Inc. V's 
From £60 Exchange 
e PERFORMANCE 
RECONDITIONED 
(SP Cross Flow and Pre Cross 
Flow — Up to 122 bhp— 
From £120 Exchange 
LOTUS TWIN-CAM 
RECONDITIONED 
Mk Il Only, Up to 140 bhp— 
From £225 Exchange 
All IWR engines are bench 
tested and fully guaranteed 


IWR Performance Camshafts & Cylinder Heads 
Phas 
Full Machining and Balancing Service 


Write or Telephone for Full Details 


Boe swe| lan Walker Service Ltd. 


236 Woodhouse Rd.,London,N12. 
‘Shop open: Monday-Friday 8.00-6.00 Saturday 9.00-1.00 


Tel: 01-368 6281/4 
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ECONOMICAL EXECUTIVE 


M_ Regd Ford Cortina 2000E in metallic 

silver ‘with ‘matching cloth trim. 1 ‘private 

Owner from ‘new, all extras including radio 

and underseal. Representing a vast saving 
on today's new price. 


£1350 


Tel: 01-734 2318 Day, 
01-886 9112 evenings /weekends. 


ON THE BORDERS OF 
SIGT pucks AND BERKS 


LOTU: GINETTA SCIMITAR 


WEEKDAYS-8a 
SUNDAYS 10M. 


DAMAGED PORSCHES 


22 911 T LUX. J registered. Panel damage 
only. Drive away. Light blue, electre win- 
dows, etc. Very recently fitted exchange 
engine, new exhaust. With all parts to 
repoir £1500 


2.4 911E, late 1972. Intact front end, intact 
engine, gearbox. Suppied with complete 


OFFER 

1970/71 ‘rear ond and all ports to repair 

Requires join only on front screen witars A selection of NEW Relints, MGs, Lotus 

ind across. floor and British Leyland Cars. for immediate 

belies 38 bs pad delivery and export, Please telephone for 
details 


Carrera 1973 Touring. Light frontal, all 
glass intact. Doors still shut ©4000 


NEW CARS AND EXPORT SALES 
(01-639 3204 


es oe eee 
(ors pw 


65 High Street. Iver. Bucks 
‘ol : Wver (Q783) 682170 ws 


USED CARS AND HEAD OFFICE 


01-639 3204/5/6 


iui Green tare 
des Bens, 190 Si. Hard and salt rope 
iF. Would “skchange tor auiee 
ini/Eacort 
117 Buxton Road, Stockport (Main AS). Ches 
‘Tot Ot 403 


BRANDON MOTORS LTD. 


JALITY AUTOMOBILE 
ONS ULTANTS 


TELEPMONE | WOLSTON 2285 


Wolston 2285/6 
(STD 020-335) 


1970 TRIDENT CLIPPER 
MoT August, 1975. Makers claim 
160 mph, 0-60 4.7 secs. Very good 
condition, much mechanical work 
done, engine balanced, gearbox 
rebuilt, etc. £1850 for quick sale. 


Tel EDGAR, 021-523 7128 (office 
hours) or 01-485 1950 (evenings). 


DON'T BE OFF THE ROAD WITH AN 
AMERICAN CAR 


GET YOUR SPARES & TYRES FROM 


ID. 1B. MOTORS 


Tel: 0533 834343 of Leic 


Aine petormance sparm and Shresiam front fenders and 


Sea Vays mocks cf American ears Yor sme 
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ROBERT RYAN RACING 


wish to sell the very successful 2 litre Broadspeed Escort as driven by Alec Poole 
Many spares including slicks and wet tyres. Offers around £4,400. For further details 
Tel: WYTHALL 823371. 


oA SSUBERVEL FOR. £1,150, COMPLETE? NICK PREUSSEN 


5. YES OFFERS FOR SALE 
AND A cut ia ci Anning March 733 eomplens wit Net Browe 399060 
succes ppp dartaliadsinpedsh eaieabat ial ot 
ee Ve enna ee eaniee eaten se 


ratios. The car is in good condition and ready to race. OFFERS. 
Tel: 01-940 0754 
Joo Simmons Racing 
12A Marchmont Road, Richmond, Surrey 


JOSE SANTO 


Offers for Sale 


MARCH 743 


ROYALE APO. Fitted wi 
Used regularly’ by ‘the. Germ 


PORSCHE 
CARRERA 
RSR 


1974 model with an ex works 3-titre (307 bhp). Includes 
4 slicks, 4 wots, 4 intermediates, also includes 12 wheels and 
all other things ‘you need for racing. 

1974, 7 starts, 7 wing in GT class. Best result Hillclimb 
Muhliacken, 1st overall, 2nd Rieder Oselia 2-ltre, 3rd Breinsburg 
March F2, ‘4th Ploder! Lotus F2. 5th Schorg, Kaimann S Veo. 
This car in 1974 was only used in hiliclimbs and is ready for 


2 Ford Novamotors, six 8in wheels, six 10in 
wheels, 20 Mk 9 gear ratios, spare mono- 
coque, Bedford TK Transporter. 


MARCH 74B 


Latest formula 2 bodywork, vented front discs with 
4 pot calipers and special large calipers, new Konis, 
Aeroquip oil and brake lines, F3 suspension with 
Konis, 1 set wheels Firestone 36 wets, multitude of 
spares. 


SCHNITZER 
BMW 
2002 


1974 model. It's @ real Schnitzer works-car from the Austrian 

production car championship. (282 bhp.) 

1974, 14 starts, 8 first 2nd places in European production 

car faces in Monza a Izburg. Also included all tyres and 

a lot of other things, The BMW is ready for 1975. 

Each of the cars cost more than £15,000 when new. 
Enquiries to: Box 4005. 


TEL: HOOK NORTON 417 
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A aldon for Forma ron eX 


4% Chassis repair/tabrication 
Rolling road engine setting 


4k Suspension setting up and 
fack"teetng 
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PIERRE ROBERT RACING TEAM 


OFFER FOR SALE 


TWO BMW F2 RACING ENGINES 


Both are 1974 models which are maintained 
by the factory and are ready to race. 


£3500 each or £7000 for both 
BOX ASP 4002 


BROADSPEED ESCORT 


Fitted with four pot brakes, Bilstoins, adjustable rome jointed 
suspension, five-speed box, front spolier, 

eigit Minilites, with wet and dry tyres. Thi 
gar in _immacutate condition and) would mi 
Shtre Supertoon for 1976. To be sold as 9 rolling chassis 
to the highest bidder or would consider part exchange for 
@ road car. 


Tel : Aldridge 52550 or Burntwood 72298 


LANCE RACING 
SERVICES LTD 


OFFER FOR SALE 


Ford 289 V8 engine—ex Ford Falcon well proved, 
pretty successful and very reliable. Heads chromed 
for greater efficiency, block polished and machined by 
well-known Manchester engineering firm. 4x IDA 
carburettor. Engine at the moment in bits, but will 
assemble. 

Abandoned Superloon Ford Escort shell. Ex Dennis 
Nott. Rolling chassis completely stripped. Plenty of 
parts. Regrettably no wheels or tyres at the moment 
due to robbery—but customer will supply when paid 
by the insurance company. 


LANCE RACING SERVICES LTD, 
Unit 17, Furness Vale Industrial Estate, 
Furness Vale, 

New Mills, 

Derbyshire. 

Tel.: New Mills 44920. 


zi 


23rd and Sunday 24th November 1974, 10 am to 4 pm. 


Sat 

at NICHOLS AVS—Ross Road, Weedon Road industrial Estate 
(on left, 2 miles from Town Centre, on the AaB for Daventry). 
Tel : (0604) 54351 


DNI/2A Complete rolling chassis fully prepared for race, Ex- 
Jarier team car 


DN1/6A Rolling chassis with FGA, parts available to coals 
£3,500 


ex-Redman team car 
SPARES 


2 DN1 Monocoques ex Oliver/Follmer 
Zomntete foor suspension unit inckding_ FGA, tor ONT Eee, 
Many other items including 13 in and 15 in diameter wheels 
from 10 in to 19 in wide, fuel tanks, oll and water radiators, 
bell housings discs and bells, drive shafts, front and rear 
uprights, axles, ARBS and suspension parts, bodywork includ: 
ing wings, noses, vir boxes, plus lots more useful and 
interesting goodies, at much less than cost price. 
Come early, bring cash and save a fortune on your 1975 
race car. 


Phone enquiries for cars only, to Jim Eccles 
Personal callers only for spares on sales days. 
Light refreshments will be available, 


FORMULA ATLANTIC 
ROYALE RP12.A 


ready to race 
SBR abut by Soke ich 


PORSCHE 911 COMPETITION 


Suitable for Sprints/Hill-climb/Rallycross/ 


ALEX RIBEIRO 
offers to sell 
his successful 


HOLLYWOOD 6.R.0. 374 * 


updated to 1975 spec with two powerful Novamotor 
engines. twin cam 2 litre, spare monocoque and many 
many extras, including wheels and wet and dry tyres. 
HOLLYWOOD INTERNATIONAL RACING TEAM, 
‘Church Road, Griston, Thetford, Norfolk 
Tel: Watton 881521. Telex : 975331. 
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TONY BAINES 
RS 1600 ESCORT RALLY CAR 


Formerly UNO 1K, now WKY 370K 


W. Parkinson & Sons (Bradford) Ltd, Rallye Sport 
Dealers, offer for sale their RS1600 Escort driven in 
this year's BTRDA Gold Star/Triple C_ Rally 
Championships by Tony Baines—finished 2nd 
BTRDA Championship. 


The car is in showroom condition bodily and 
mechanically as it was on the Hercock Simpson Rally 
Oct 26 when it finished 3rd overall. 


Offers around £1500 
For details please contact Tony Baines or Alex Walker 


W. PARKINSON & SONS (BRADFORD) LTD, 
113-117 MANNINGHAM LANE, BRADFORD 
Telephone: 0274 24637 


FOR SALE 
Hesketh Racing 
BIRDCAGE MASERATI 


3 Litre Chassis No 2470 


Offers to : Charles Lucas, 
Hill House, Ellington, Huntingdon, PE18 OAB 
Tel : Woolley 358 or Bourne 3266 


HAWKE DL 1I/SCHOLAR 
Immaculate and 
Complete with 
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JANSPEED PREPARED 
GROUP 1 DATSUN 


Datsun 100A fully prepared by Janspeed for group one racing. 

Shared lap record at Liandow, nearly always finished in the 

first three places. Spare wheels and tyres. Ideal car for 
introduction to group one. 


Contact: Paddy O'Reilly, ADM Motor Racing Team, 25 St 
Johns Road, Richmond, Surrey. Tel : 01-948 2672 after 6 pm. 


Tel: (08944) 20976 ever 


igs only 


March 742, Formula 2. Probably 
only. Like new. Many spares. 
with FG 400 box 
Lotus 69 F2 car rolling chassis. Bargain: TWis car is in superb 
condition. ideal inexpensive Atiamtic/libre car £895 ono 
Brabham BT 38/40 parts. Rear uprights complete with flanges 
and drive shafts £150 per pair 
BT 38/40 steoring rack £40. Radiators for above £10 each. 
Bag tanks for same. perfect condition. £48 par pair. Wishtones, 
radius rods and most parts for BT 38/40, all reasonable. 
Slightly damaged body section and rear parts, £25. Complete 
rear subframe with rollbar and brackets including rear mounted 
brace bars, £50. 
Two complete sets of Willons seat harness, £16 each, 
Airboxes, as new. Suit FA/libre, etc, £20 each. 
March 733/32 nose pieces, a3 new, £35 each. 

£350. 
‘a8 new, 3 months 
old £395 
FG 400 box. 4 months old 
FT 200 gear ratios, as now 
Clutch rings, the same, good condition 


the last one made, 2 races 
‘or quick sale, Rolling chassis 
£3450 


£395 
£9.98 per pair 
9 each 


CHALLENGE RACE 
FORMULA 4/MONOPOSTO 


of 1600 'te Monoponto cara 
i behind ‘the #4 care On the 
ibe “caught in 10 1 
debut of the NEW DELTA IRF 4 car 
in conjunction with Delta Engineering. 
‘by PERGUS TAIT 
The organisers and promotors of both Formula hope th 
Srteture competitors: wil jee and speak to 
Gignn Hy 


Low Cost Racing Ltd. (Tel: Farnham 6666) 


GEOFF RICHARDSON ENG. LTD. 


offers 
21970 cc INJECTED BD ENGINES 


Producing a reliable 275 bhp as used by Richard Scott 

at Kyalami. Rebuilt price £1650 each. Also Royale 

RP9 SuperVee. Complete car in first-class condition. 
Ready to race. £750. 


Tel Kimbolton 733 


Next Sunday sees an exciting chalie 
feem of 1000 ce Formule 4 cars and’ 


GROUP 1 CORTINA 2000 GT 
Sister Car to NOEL EDMONDS 


Full group one conversion, FIA roll cage, lowered adjustable 

suspension, Isd, tho right’ gearbox, sump guard, fully blue- 

printed engine, Cibie lights, ete, etc. Built purely for the Avon 

Motor Tour of Britain. Only 7,000 miles from new. £1350 ono. 
Part exchange considered 


Tel : 01-459 1645 day or 01-593 8429 evenings. 
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ARISDALE MOTORING CENTRE 


ARISDALE AVENUE, SOUTH OCKENDON, ESSEX 
OFFER FOR SALE 


FORD ESCORT MEXICO. 4 weeks old. Built for 

group one but never used. Full FIA roll cage, oil 

cooler, 1600 ohc engine, 1120 miles only. 7/J wheels. 
Cost new £2446 with VAT. Offered at £1795. 


Tel: South Ockendon 2477 (day) 4859 (evenings) 


CHEVRON B27 
ATLANTIC 


ONLY EIGHT WEEKS OLD 
SAVE APPROX. £1,700 


|| Complete rolling chassis, plus spare nose || 
section, four spare wheels (slicks and wets), 
first offer over £4,000. 
|) Can be fitted with choice of engines. New 
or used 


D. C. Cook Group Ltd, 
High Street, 

Wath on Dearn, 

Nr Rotherham, 

Yorks. 


Tel Rotherham 873407 


F5000 
LOLA 


£3,500 £5,500 


Ash Green (0474) 872415, Lamberhurst (089278) 587 
‘or Telex—DFD 96172 


less motor complete 


NEW ‘NIKE’ FORMULA FORD 


‘ad wheels ond over £100 worth of spare 
Bauvery free 


ee 
BIDEFORD MOTORS. Telephone : BIDEFORD 2855 


1970 BMW 2002 Ti. 10 outings, 9 awards. 190 bhp Smith engine. 
Large radiator, electric fan, oll cooler, twin plate clutch, Isd, 
lowered fully rose jointed front and adjustable rear suspension, 
Koni shocks, strengthened body, flared arches, 2 sets wheels 
and tyres, full cage, trip master, long range tank, re-wired and 
re-sprayed, spares include Turbo charged engine, box, diffs 
and ratios, plus moulds end fibreglass wings. £2260 ono, Will 
‘exchange for road car. 


Wadsworth. Tel : Burnham-on-Sea 3873 (Som) 
after 7 pm 4426 
WADSWORTH GARAGE 
Highbridge, Somerset 


MRE (Racing Services) Ltd. 


Reg Otice 
1 Station Road, Bourne End, Buckinghamshire 
Tel: Bourne End 22802 and 24494 


END OF SEASON SALE 


MRE FF “74 spec. Brand new. 
Mine "Fravtd “erovstrae, "exe 


£780, aed 
fely Srebuitt including, engine (Rowland) 
fiverstone GP'im 307s, Guiton tm 4Z.08, 


MRE FF 74 0x ©. Py 
s 


1 works” car. Rowland engine, Very © 


MRE/Tecno, @ 


. Monoposte car Hi 


pew, £7200, Seto! wets, Car and box just, x 
Aas r 


Brands 48.83, BRM phat 


Good condition, £976 


GEARBOXES 


1 £380. 
rebut e300, 


GO RACING SUCCESSFULLY IN 1975 
FOR ONLY £1,300 


Formula 3 Alexis complete with Lotus Vegantune and Mk 8 
Hewland. New slicks, 4 Avery scales for comer weights, etc. 
Will split. 


Ring Walsall 28270 or 01-485 1950. 
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2250, 30 CSI COUPE nn f980. CHEVRON BG 
ga sxemples of the pret 


CAR 1. As raced by Holeman Blackburn in the Castrol sories, 
ins car_has finished every. round enterad, “Racing. Services 
HISTORIC RACING CARS engine, *biue printed gearvox, “ZF dif, FIA foam illed. York 

Acroauip lines, Bendix petrol pumps, Every know legal tweak 
*Overhauled before last race 


CAR 2. Raced by Holeman Blackburn/Mike Crabtree at Spa 
24 Hours and Mike Crabtree/Franz Lubien in Silverstone TT. 
Car new in June "74, *Racing Services engine, “blue printed 
gearbox, *ZF diff, special steel petrol tank, to comply with 

PORSCHE 910 PORSCHE RS SPYDER Spa (formula) and RAC rules. ‘Available with front spoiler 
Ex works gor. Sifert Hermann, ote Full history. Concours or as Castrol car. 


Etrous! haton 
*New June "74, 


Both cars immaculate throughout 


Contact Holeman Blackburn at 
‘COOPER F2 


Beautilu! condition. cor x Surtees Chasse No. F2/4/60. 
Ehamplonship small class winner’? J°C.B. "Championship next year ? 


Telephone: BUCKLOW HILL 830423 


JOIN THE SUPER SALOON s:7 1975 


MEE My racing Escort now for sale due to further projects for next year 
needing space and money to complete. 
This car has only run for 2% hours due to lack of time and bad weather 
limiting testing. With a little more handling adjustment the car will be 
really fast and capable of winning Super Saloon (2-litre class) next year. 
Chassis has full space frame with all fibreglass bodywork. Very easy to 
work on due to removable sections. 
Front suspension fully adjustable rose-jointed wishbones, roll bar, vent 
discs and 4 pot calipers, etc. 
Rear suspension fully adjustable, roll bar, parallel link/radius rod F1 
style. Chev 5000 mag uprights. H/D Birfieid drive shafts 
Altoy GP foam-filled tanks. Inboard vent back brakes. Full instruments. 
Engine Brian Hart 1850 BDA. Min 255 bhp with lots of torque 
Gearbox ZF five-speeder. 
10in and 12in wheels, Firestone slicks. BMW racing diff unit, located to 
frame. Trans ignition. Lucas injection. 
For sale at £4250, a realistic price for the project. Will sell less engine 
and box as they are beauts. Road car taken in part exchange. 


tony apd cam be seen to be virwally now og CONtaCt: Geoff Wood, Riby Road, Keelby, Grimsby, Lincs. 


built of new parts and only finished in Tel: Roxton 236 (Lincs). 


Wormley (Surrey) 2263 or 2270 


CHEVRON GROUP ONE SUNBEAM IMP SPORT 
B27 F/A 2s driven by Simon Watson and Joe Baley inthe Triplex and 


Britax Championships. 12 class wins this year. Ideal winner for 


As new next year 
| £3500 ono 
Cosworth tanme engine (Screamer juet rebuilt) £800 
£1300 ono. or any offers welconn 


3 Huntingdon Road, Leicester. Tei: Leicester 766275. Contact Simon Watson, 01-749 0890. 
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‘CLUBMANS 


RACING SALOONS 
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ROBIN HAMILTON ASTON MARTIN SPECIALISTS 


REQUIRE 


A FULLY SKILLED MECHANIC 


n_Astons, and used to working to 


Previous extens: Soot Amans ‘essential with salary to sult 


Reply in confidence to Robin Hamilton 
Tel: Burton-on-Trent (STD 0283) 812744 


WHEATCROFT RACING 
OFFERS FOR SALE 
3 F2 ENGINES 


One Racing Services 
One Cosworth BDG 
One BMW 


These engines have all had very little use. 
Tel: Leics 881543. 


52 


Spoilers + 
Wheel Arch Extensions 


Heavy duty front spoilers made in fibre glass 

to cover full width of car. Available for Escort, 

Capri, Imp, BMW, 2002, Avenger. £9.25, 
pp 40p. 


* Droop nose ” front'spoiler, lightweight, very 


strong. Available for Escort and Capri. £12.50, 
pp 50p. 

Trans-Am type boot lid with moulded-in 
spoiler. Available for Capri, Escort. £17, 
pp 80p. 

Escort, Anglia wheel arch extensions. Heavy 
duty, set 4. £11.50, pp 70p. 


All prices include VAT 
Trade and export enquiries welcome 
KV AUTOSPARES 
Market Road, Tunbridge Wells, Kent 
Tel: Tunbridge Wells 38121 


AUTOSPORT. NOVEMBER 21, 1974 


ECURIE SANTOS RACING 


sacs ogi Gc Jad Sesh, Comet uct 
teres ace rar ome aoe 
Fe FMS. we ean Pre ute, Compt rea 
Watking Glen tn A een a £3000 
With DG. ~ £4500 
Fe ta els cn ze 


73/74 Formula Ford Alexis, £650 
Ford Capri Superloon with gearbox, £700 
Ford Twin Cam, all steel, 1600 £450 
Ford Twin cam, 2 litre £500 
Formula. Ford engine, brand new £375 
Armstrong Dampers £1.50 
Roll Bars ‘22 
€ 
a 
5 
£1 
Front and Rear uprights, unmachined es 
Remote ‘oil filters, large’ size 3 


Rear Wings 
R 


flow exhaust 10, 

ford chassis March, brand new £60 
Two-wheel trailer, heavy duty trailer, covered £150 
2°10in x. 15in diameter FI McLaren wheels (with centre lock). 
2 M10/14 McLaren’ rear uprights and’ shafts. Sensible offers: 


4/8 THANE WORKS, THANE VILLAS, 


LONDON, N7. 
Tel: 01-609 1668. Evenings WATFORD 30726. 


MARCH ENGINEERING 


have for sale 
ONE DG 300 GEARBOX, NEW, 
CHEVY INPUT SHAFT, NO OUTPUT 
FLANGES. £575 PLUS VAT. 


Contact Steve Butterworth 
march March Engineering 
Murdoch Road, Bicester 


Bicester 3993 ar Telex 83553 


AUTOSPORT MARKET PLACE 


Sports and Performance Cars 44-46 + Racing and Competition Cars 47-52 + Autosport Market Place 52-55 


Wanted 
1972-3-4 Datsun 240Z and BMW, also 
Ferrari Dino 1972. 
Contact: Willie Green, 


William Green Automotive, 
64 London Road, 


McKECHNIE RACING 


OFFER 


THE 1974 ROTHMANS EUROPEAN 
FORMULA 5000 CHAMPIONSHIP WINNING 


LOLA-T332 


With or without 2 Alan Smith engines completely 
rebuilt. Spares include 8 wheels, nose section, ratios, 
ete 


Also Ford Transit, side tents and covered Don Parker 
trailer. 


Also 1955 37 Connaught. Immaculate. 


OFFERS TO McKECHNIE RACING 
DYMOCK (053185) 349/391 


PETER BLOORE RACING 


STATION ROAD INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, 
WALLINGFORD. TEL: (04912) 3142 


CAR REPAIR WORKSHOP 
3,350 SQ. FT. 
Plus 


Living accommodation 


London W1 
TO LET. 
Conrad Ritblat & Company (Ref. IND/PG), 
14 Manchester Square, London W1. 
Tel: 01-935 4499. 
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AUCTION 
Saturday 
30th November 


Eric Jackson is to flog off (if you'll excuse the term) 
all his surplus, mostly Ford Rally spares, of more 
than 500 items including: 


Dozens of tyres. M & S. Road racing and studded 
wheels. 


Mexico, RS1600, Twin Cam. RS2000, Lotus Cortina. 
Thick wall cylinder blocks. BDA 2 litre block with 
Mable pistons, heads, sumps, guards, exhausts, 
springs, Bilsteins, lamps, axles, diffs, roll cages, 
alternators, camshafts, clutches, a reboring machine, 
and an Alladins cave of Gofaster Gubbins. 


Starts 11 am. Viewing from 9.30 am. All sold without 
reserve, terms cash. At: Service Garage Limited, 
Dodworth Road, Barnsley, Yorkshire. Exit 37 on the 
M1 and follow your nose. 


AUTOSPORT MARKET 


Sports and Performance Cars 44-46 ~ Racing and Competition Cars 47-52 - 


PLACE 


Autosport Market Place 52-55 


BALANCING 


CARBURETTERS 


or wa Seales 


V.W. DERRINGTON LTD 


FORALL 


WEBER CARBURETTERS 


Manito, Aue trumontys Air Cisnere: Gasket 
‘Kings "and Garburettor Unis 
180-181 London ‘Jone, Kinoston 9021/2 


WEBERS 


CHRIS MONTAGUE CARBURETTER CO. 


ENGINES 


ul Neamauns nana Wo 
ienpedrben c/w ‘bothotana: talavaha eS 


120 Contra Trading Estate, Sen 


YOUR NORTHERN AND MIDLANDS 
HEWLAND AGENTS 


Gearboxes, Spares and Repairs. 
For prompt and efficient service 
telephone: 0332 40606. 


Overseas orders welcomed and promptly 
executed. 


RACING GEARBOXES LTD. 


MANCHESTER STREET, DERBY. 
‘A member of the Alan Smith Group. 


HEWLAND 
jpscoagesng apn 


“SPECIAL “OFFER 


BRING YOUR GEARBOX IN NOW FOR 
OUR USUAL ‘NO HURRY—WINTER 
REBUILD AT SPECIAL LABOUR RATES’ 
FOR SALE (all rebuilt) 


RAGING GEARBOX CENTRE 


20b Paddenswick Road, London W6. 
‘Tol : 01-748 0370/0261 (day). 01-895 6781 (night) 


PUBLICATIONS 


ROLLING ROAD 


For further details 
of advertisements on these 


pages 
ring 01-636 3600 
ext 49 
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ROLLOVER BARS 


Parcs 


SPHERICAL BEARINGS 
SITUATIONS VACANT PEMENCO PRODUCTS LTD. sip 


SKILLED MECHANIC REQUIRED, 


FILING/WARRANTY CLERK 


for Lotus main dealofs in Chelsea, Male or 
female and lots of energy required. Driver 
preferred though not essential 


Tel: Allan Jones 01-370 4114 


TRAILERS 


‘2ton to 3tons 


SPARES AND ACCESSORIES 
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AUTOSPORT MARKET PLACE 


Sports and Performance Cars 44-46 - Racing and Competition Cars 47-52 - Autosport Market Place 52-55 


For all wheel problems contact: 
VICE AND REPAI 


Shepherds Bush 
London, W12 
Tel: 01-749 1391/2 


Ce ee | el oe) oe 


CENTRE 
Pleses note our new telephone numb 
IVER 652170 (STD 0753) 


Why not 
sell 
through 
AUTOSPORT 


MARKET 
PLACE 


Tel : 01-636 3600 


GUIDE TO SHOCK ABSORBERS 
Gemon\tweeks 


COMP SHOCK ABSORBERS ff MOTORTUNE 
ATLOW, LOW PRICES 


DISTRIBUTORS FOR 


KONI SHOCK ABSORBERS 


Trade and retail enquiries welcome. 


250 Brompton Road, SW3. 
01-581 1234 


i z Gatesheath Smithy Tattenhall, We-Chester. eae 


RED TRIANGLE KONI, ARMSTRONG, SPAX, 
AUTO SERVICES LTD. | _rconoirioneD UnrTs 
Solnmen Lane: Kenerorte BUCK & BROMLEY 
Lass maeanns 57303 (1970) LTD., 


Koni distributors in the Coventry - Wendel Road (Askew Roed) 
and South Warwickshire district een oeet 


ion 
Sole suppliers of Alvis car spares Tel: 01-743 2366/7 


Classified Advertisement Form 


Name 
Address 


Cheque/PO value enclosed. 


__| (make of car, etc.) 


(cae a 


4 } 
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CONTACT THESE FORD 
RALLYE SPORT DEALERS FOR 


ALL YOUR AVO PARTS AND 
EQUIPMENT 


DAYS OF LOWESTOFT 
CLAPHAM ROAD 
LOWESTOFT 
SUFFOLK 


R1S2000 and Mexico in stock 


Enquiries to MIKE G. WILLIAM 
for AVO Parts and Equipment. 


Tel: 0502-5353 


DODSWORTH ROAD 
BARNSLEY 
Yorks. 
ot: 0226-5741 


Rallye Sport Department 


ROGER CLARK CARS 


COVENTRY ROAD 


MARBOROUGH 


Leics. 


‘Yet: 083-729-3212 


For all AVO parts and Equipment 


TATE 
OF LEEDS 


eS 
For your Rallye Sport parts 
and Equiomedt in Yorkshire 


Contact: tan Richerdson or 
David Ashford 


'S2000 & Mexico in Stock 


ADLARDS 
Rallye Sport Centre 
#3 SOUTHSIDE 
CLAPHAM COMMON 
LONDON sws 


All 8.0.4., RS2000. 
Competition and M 


Yet: 019-733-8611 


F. ENGLISH LTD. 
POOLE ROAD 
BRANKSOME 

POOLE 
DORSET 
1RS2000 and Mexico in supply 

eNGARY POLLARD 

also for AVO Parts & equipment 


Tel: 0202-20731 


Lloyds of Stafford 
23/29 STONE ROAD 
STAFFORD 
STAFFS. 


S200 


For all AVO Parts 
and Performance Conversions 
MIKE DICKENS or 
ROB PENDELTON 


0785-3438 


TRICENTROL CARS LTD. 
39 Robjohns Road 
Widtord Industrial Estate 
Chelmsford, Essex 


FOR ALL YOUR RALLYE NEEDS 


+ Thousands of AVO Ponts & 
Accessories —off the shelt= 


4k Expert Servicing by Ford 
Trained Mechanics 


Tel: 0245 64111 


BROADSPEED LTD. 
BANBURY ROAD 
SOUTHAM 
warks. 
S200, Mexico, RS3100 


Enquiries to 
ELWYN MANDELY 


SOUTHAM 3191 


CORDINERS GARAGE LTD. 
MENZIES ROAD 
ABERDEEN, SCOTLAND 
Tel: 0224 52206 
ALSO AT 
INVERNESS 38001 


BANFF 2673 
BUCKIE 2321 


New Mexico's and 
RS2000 arriving daily 


> | | .B.M. Motors 


CENTRAL MOTORS 


Melton Rd 
Tel: 667721 


Belgrave Gate 
Tet: 50501 


CONTACT US FOR A 
“COMPETITIVE” DEAL 


LEICESTER 


HYDE STREET 
WINCHESTER, HANTS 
TEL : 0962-64161 


AS20009 and MEXICO 
immediate del 


We also sponsor John Rhodes 


om 


You'll notice some nice 

things happening once you fit 

Michel Is. 
A 


fora start. A big improvement 
in performance; in positive 
cornering, tidy acceleration, 
controlled braking and bitingly 
efficient roadholding. What's 
more, Michelin Radials give you 
twice the mileage of conventional 
crossply tyres. 


at! 


Drive a Michelin. 


It makes a good car better. 


